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"Given the difficult situation in the region, the Government of Tajikistan attaches 
a primary attention to the strengthening of border protection, especially on the Tajik-
Afghan border, and takes the necessary actions to prevent drug and arms trafficking, 
spread of extremist literature and commitment of other transnational crimes along 
the state border.

I would like to recall, that these actions are taken not only to protect the interests of 
our country, but also to maintain peace and stability in other far and near, particularly 
neighboring countries. In this regard, the State Committee for National Security is 
tasked to jointly with other military authorities and law enforcement agencies take 
necessary steps and strengthen the control to ensure stable protection of the state 
borders and maintain a high level of military preparedness of the Border Troops.

The current situation in the world and in the region urges us to pay a serious 
attention to the supply of our Armed Forces as never before, since the most important 
task - the protection our state borders, ensuring security of the state and the nation, 
protection of the public stability, prevention and elimination of any external threats 
and challenges – is vested in the the Armed Forces and law enforcement agencies..."

Address of the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Leader of the Nation, His Excellency 
Emomali Rahmon to Majlisi Oli of the Republic 
of Tajikistan



Introduction



3REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2020

Dear Reader!

Today, the threat of narcotic drugs extends 
across the entire world community. Every year, 
because of the drug use, millions of people lose 
their lives, and many families become unfortunate. 
Along with this, drug addiction with its adverse so-
cial and economic effects hinders the development 
and progress of each state.

The Republic of Tajikistan, being in the fore-
front of countering drug smuggling from Afghan-
istan to Tajikistan and further to other countries, 
has been taking the necessary measures over the 
past two decades and set international anti-drug 
cooperation at a high level.

Under the wise guidance of the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, Leader of the Nation, His 
Excellency Emomali Rahmon, the Government of 
Tajikistan has founded an enabling legal frame-
work in the field of drug control, paying serious at-

tention to this issue. 
Also, Tajikistan, since its independence, has 

signed 41 acts on intergovernmental and inter-
agency cooperation in the field of drug control, 
including with the countries of Central Asia, the 
Russian Federation, the United States of America, 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, the People's 
Republic of China and European countries.

In recent years, along with drug smuggling, our 
country is threatened by the import of new psy-
choactive substances from abroad and their rapid 
spread in the current conditions emerged due to 
up-to-date technologies.

Initiatives and undertakings of the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, the country's top 
leadership and the implementation of the National 
Counter-Narcotics Strategy for 2013-2020 contrib-
uted to the achievement of a number of significant 
results in the combat against illicit drug trafficking, 
reduction in the prevalence rate of drug addiction 

Introduction

Habibullo Vohidzoda
Director of the Drug Control Agency under the President of the  

Republic of Tajikistan, Major General of Justice
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and prevention of its growth.
For the first time in the past 20 years, the UN 

Office on Drugs and Crime in their report rated 
the trends of the situation on narcotic drugs in the 
Central Asian countries, including Tajikistan, as 
positive ones and noted that the supply of drugs 
produced in Afghanistan through the Northern 
Route decreased noticeably.

In addition, during the Strategy implementa-
tion, the rate of drug addiction went down: in 2020, 
the overall number of officially registered drug ad-
dicts was 5 099, which is 2 077 people or 28.9% less 
than in 2013 (7 176 people).

The adoption and implementation of State pro-
grams and the National Counter-Narcotics Strate-
gy have played a significant role in increase in the 
activities of authorized government ministries and 
agencies in the field of drug control and prevention 
of drug addiction.

Therefore, with the view of further strengthen-
ing the combat against illicit drug trafficking and 
intensification of activities of the relevant minis-
tries and agencies in prevention of drug abuse, the 
Drug Control Agency initiated drafting a new Na-

tional Counter-Narcotics Strategy of the Republic 
of Tajikistan for the next decade, which is now at 
the approval stage.

The "Review of the situation on narcotic drugs 
in the Republic of Tajikistan in 2020" publication 
reflects policies of the Republic of Tajikistan in 
combat against illicit drug trafficking prevention 
of drug addiction and drug demand reduction. It 
also shows the interventions of law enforcement 
agencies, relevant ministries and departments, 
civil society organizations, as well international 
cooperation achievements and challenges in this 
area.

In conclusion, I express my gratitude and ap-
preciation to the ministries and agencies of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, anti-drug authorities of 
foreign states, international organizations and 
associations that have contributed to strength-
ening the fight against illicit drug trafficking and 
assisted in providing the necessary data for the 
journal.

We hope that this publication will provide read-
ers with the essential information that will be help-
ful in their drug control related activities.

Introduction
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ADDRESSES

Illicit drug trafficking, being a complex and 
pressing global problem, along with other trans-
national organized crimes such as terrorism and 
extremism, money laundering, trafficking in per-
sons and weapons, and their negative impacts on 
the stability, security and socio-economic develop-
ment of countries, threatens the humanity’s prog-
ress.

Considering all this, the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, Founder of Peace and National 
Unity - Leader of the Nation, His Excellency Emo-
mali Rahmon, assessing the alarming situation 
with the spread of drug addiction in society, in his 
address as of December 26, 2019 to the Majlisi Oli 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, stressed: “Illicit drug 
trafficking is one of the sources of financing of in-
ternational extremist and terrorist organizations.

Although, as a result of the measures taken in re-
cent years, smuggling of narcotic drugs into the coun-
try to some extent decreased, import of other types of 
drugs tends to go up and harms human health”.

In this regard, the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, realizing the threats of drug addiction 
to health of the population and the gene pool of the 
nation, along with strengthening the fight against 
illicit drug trafficking, implements in a step-wise 

Sattoriyon Matlubahon Amonzoda
Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of 

Tajikistan - Chairman of the Coordination 
Council for Drug Abuse Prevention

manner certain specific targeted measures in the 
field of prevention of drug addiction, treatment 
and rehabilitation of drug addicts.

In particular, with the view of improving the 
regulatory legal framework in the field of preven-
tion of drug control and drug addiction, the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Tajikistan by its Reso-
lution (dated February 27, 2020, No. 121) approved 
the "National List of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances and Their Precursors" in a new edition 
and issued Decree "On Cooperation of Ministries 
and Departments in the Field of Combating Illicit 
Drug Trafficking and Control of Their Legal Trade" 
(dated February 27, 2020, No. 15-f). The acts direct-
ly contribute to intensification of the activities of 
authorized bodies and strengthening drug control 
nationwide.

The joint efforts of Tajikistan relevant minis-
tries and departments in recent years has result-
ed in a decrease in the drug addiction rate of local 
population and in the overall number of drug ad-
dicts (8 645 people in 2008 vs. 5 130 individuals as 
of October 1, 2020, or 3 515 persons or 40.7 % less). 
Compared to the previous year, the reduction has 
come to 493 people or 8.8 %, respectively. Over the 
past five years (2015-2020), the drug addiction rate 
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ADDRESSES

has dropped by 29.9 %.
In such conditions, one of the ways to prevent 

and curb the spread of drug addiction is scaling up 
the interventions on information, education and 
communication of the adverse effects of drug use.

To this end, the established Coordination Coun-
cil for Drug Abuse Prevention brings together dep-
uty governors of regions, cities and districts of the 
country and industry specialists in charge of drug 
abuse treatment and prevention of drug addiction 
to address the issues of collaboration, mutual sup-
port in prevention of drug addiction, human im-
munodeficiency virus (HIV), accurate information 
on the number of drug addicts, HIV exposures, and 
further revitalization of interventions of all stake-
holders thereto. 

The negative impact of drug addiction harms all 
sectors of society. In this area, effective coopera-
tion of law enforcement agencies and civil society 
is of great importance, which helps to reduce the 
intensity of drug addiction and prevent it.

Proceeding from this, no matter how much spe-
cific work in this area is completed, there is still a 

lot of work to do, and keeping in mind that health 
of the nation and future of our beloved, country 
heavily depend on its quality and results.

Given this, the ministries and departments of 
the country should, through the mass media, be a 
mouthpiece of the country's anti-drug policies and 
make information about the threats of narcotic 
drugs and their harmful social effects that quickly 
available to the population.

Meantime, scientists and religion figures, repre-
sentatives of local councils, open society organiza-
tions and other interested agencies, being involved 
in drug prevention activities, make their own con-
tribution to further strengthening of preventive 
measures.

Therefore, I am confident that the annual 
publication “Review of the situation on narcotic 
drugs in the Republic of Tajikistan” with its ac-
curate assessments of the drug situation in the 
country and the region, helps raise public aware-
ness and legal education and build a negative 
social attitude towards drug abuse and its tragic 
consequences.
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With health systems and law enforcement un-
der pressure, and poverty on the rise, the protract-
ed COVID-19 crisis is exacerbating drug problems 
and threatening global efforts to curb global drug 
supply and demand.

For countries to fulfill their international com-
mitments, strengthened inter-agency, regional and 
inter-regional cooperation will be more essential 
than ever. 

Sharing a border with Afghanistan, Tajikistan 
plays a central role in preventing and countering 
drug trafficking in its region. I commend Tajikistan’s 
efforts in this field, and the work of its dedicated 
Drug Control Agency, which helps ensure that the 
counter-narcotics efforts of the country’s authori-
ties are mutually reinforcing, efficient and effective.

Tajikistan is a key contributor to regional 
counter-narcotics action, as a member of the Mem-
orandum of Understanding on sub-regional drug 
control cooperation between the five Central Asian 
States, Azerbaijan, the Russian Federation, the 
Aga Khan Development Network and UNODC, and 
through its involvement in regional mechanisms 
such as the Central Asian Regional Information 

and Coordination Centre, currently under Tajiki-
stan’s leadership; the Inter-Regional Network of 
Customs Authorities and Port Control Units of the 
Central Asian countries, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and 
the Black Sea Region within the framework of the 
Global Container Control Programme; the Paris 
Pact Initiative and the Afghanistan-Kyrgyzstan-Ta-
jikistan Initiative. 

An important partner of UNODC’s border secu-
rity and cross-border cooperation initiatives, Tajik-
istan is also strongly mobilized to address drug-re-
lated illicit financial flows and money laundering, 
and counter the financing of terrorism. UNODC 
is proud to have facilitated intelligence-sharing 
agreements in this area between financial intelli-
gence units of Tajikistan and Iran, as well as Tajiki-
stan and Afghanistan.

UNODC’s support for cooperation in the region 
has reached an important milestone, as we are cur-
rently developing the new cycles of the Programme 
for Central Asia and the Regional Programme for 
Afghanistan and Neighbouring Countries for the 
period 2021-2025. An ongoing consultation will 
help ensure that the Programmes address Mem-

Ghada Waly
Under-Secretary-General, Executive 

Director of the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime

ADDRESSES
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ber States’ existing and emerging priorities, and I 
would like to thank Tajikistan for its active partici-
pation in this process.

UNODC remains committed to working with 
the Government of Tajikistan, including the Drug 
Control Agency, to address the health and securi-

ty challenges of illicit drugs and related illicit fi-
nancial flows. At this critical time, I am confident 
that our joint efforts will help Tajikistan and its 
region recover better from the COVID crisis, and 
make decisive strives towards realizing the 2030 
Agenda for Sustainable Development.

ADDRESSES



ANALYSIS OF CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE 
OFFENSES RELATED TO NARCOTIC DRUGS, 
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES AND  
PRECURSORS. MEASURES TAKEN TO COUNTER  
THEIR ILLICIT TRAFFICKING 

Chapter 1
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DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES 

Years 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020

General offenses 21756 22018 21957 21996 23460

Drug-related offenses 856 820 812 582 700

Ratio of general and drug-related offenses 3,9% 3,7% 3,6% 2,6% 3%

Analytical studies of the competent authorities 
and experts of international organizations annual-
ly assess changes in the processes and trends in the 
global and regional drug situation.

According to the analyzes of the Drug Control 
Agency - a specialized coordinating body in the 
field of drug control in Tajikistan, changes in pro-
cesses and trends related to the situation on nar-
cotic drugs in Tajikistan and the entire region are 
primarily correlated with decrease or increase in 
cultivation and production of drugs in Afghanistan, 
an alteration in their transportation routes and the 
uncertainty in stability in this country.

Despite the numerous measures taken to elim-
inate the threats, with this in view, the amount of 
drug-related offences is revealing the persistent 
matters of concern.

Throughout the last 5 years alone, Tajikistan 

law enforcement and security agencies reported 
on disclosure of 3,000 drug-related offenses and 
overall seizure of more than 15 tons of narcotic 
drugs.

In 2020, Tajikistan law enforcement and securi-
ty agencies disclosed 23,460 crimes, which is 1,464 
offences or 6.7% more compared to 2019. Of these, 
700 crimes refer to illicit drug trafficking, which is 
20.3% or 118 crimes more than in 2019, and make 
3% of the overall number of crimes recorded in the 
country.

At the same time, the amount of drug-related 
crimes qualified across the articles of the Criminal 
Code of the Republic of Tajikistan (CC of RT) has 
not much changed. As usual, most of drug-related 
offenses are qualified under Article 200 of the CC of 
RT (Illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances with the view to sell).

Criminal offenses registered in the Republic of Tajikistan, 2016-2020

Drug-related offenses recorded in 2019-2020
(disaggregated by articles of the Criminal Code of the Republic of Tajikistan)

In 2020, 511 crimes were qualified under Ar-
ticle 200 of the CC of RT, which is 21.1% or 89 
crimes more compared to 2019; 91 crimes - un-
der Article 201 of the CC of RT, which is 5.8% or 
5 crimes less than in 2019; 75 offenses - under 
Article 289 of the CC of RT (smuggling), which is 

74.4% or 32 crimes more compared to 2019.
The drug-related offenses qualified under the 

CC of RT (Articles 202-206) make 3.2% of all the 
crimes associated with illicit drug trafficking re-
ported by Tajikistan in 2020.

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES 
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In 2020, there was an increase in drug-relat-
ed crimes in the following regions of the country: 
Dushanbe city - 19%, Sughd and Khatlon provinc-
es – 25% and 50%, respectively. Meantime, GBAO 
and DRDs reported on decline in overall number 

of offences associated with narcotic drugs by 14.9 
and 22.4%, respectively. In the overall amount of 
drug-related offenses qualified under Article 289 
(smuggling), 66.6% or 50 crimes fell on Khatlon re-
gion. 

Drug-related offenses registered in 2019-2020 (disaggregated by regions)

Number of detainees due to committing drug-related offenses (2016-2020)

 Detentions due to committing drug-related 
offences in the Republic of Tajikistan

In 2016-2019, there was a downward trend in 
the overall number of those detained due to com-
mitting drug-related crimes. In 2020, Tajikistan 
reported on rise in the overall amount of drug-re-

lated crimes along with the increased number 
of detainees. In this period, 800 persons were 
brought into custody, which is 11 individuals or 
1.4% more than in 2019.

Of these detainees, 19 are women, which is 
18.8% more than in 2019.

3 
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Ratio of general and drug-related offenses in 2019-2020

The analysis shows that compared to 2019, num-
ber of detainees of drug-related crimes increased in 
2020 in Dushanbe city and in Sughd and Khatlon 
provinces while it dropped in GBAO and DRDs. 

At the same time, no essential change in the 
age profile of detainees can be observed for the 
past years (2016-2020): 77.7% were people “above 
30 years old” followed by age group “from 18 to 30 

years old” – 22% and minors - 0.2%.

 Convicts of drug-related offenses 
In 2020, number of those convicted due to 

committing crimes totaled 10.458 (10.384 in 
2019), of which 740 individuals or 7% were con-
victs of drug-related offenses. Of them, there are 
17 women, which is 21.4% more than in 2019.

At the same time, in 2020, the overall number of 
those previously convicted of drug-related crimes 

amounted to 72 people, which is 58 persons or 
44.6% less than in 2019.

Overall number of convicts with a previous criminal record of drug-related offenses, 2019-2020

Years 2019 2020 +/- 
Total convicted 10384 10458 0,7% 
Including convicts of drug-related offenses 773 740 -4,3% 
Convicts with a previous criminal record of drug-
related offenses 130 72 -44,6% 

 Foreign citizens detained in the Republic of 
Tajikistan due to commission of drug-related crimes 

Over the past 10 years, Tajikistan has been re-
porting on a downward trend in overall number 
of foreign citizens detained due to committing 
drug-related offenses: 43 persons in 2010 vs. 11 in-
dividuals in 2020, which is nearly 4 times less than 
in 2010.

In 2020, citizens of the following countries 
were detained due to committing drug-related of-
fenses:

- eight nationals of the Islamic Republic of Af-

ghanistan, including those five detained in the re-
gions of Tajikistan bordering Afghanistan; the over-
all seizure of drugs amounted to l 111 kg (heroin - 12 
kg 354 g, opium - 55 kg 295 g, cannabis - 33 kg 412 g 
and psychotropic substances – 10 kg 014 g);

- two citizens of the Republic of Kyrgyzstan with 
9 kg 330 g of cannabis seized in total;

- one citizen of the Russian Federation with 7 kg 
163 g of a poisonous substance - metallic mercury 
seized.

Annually most of foreigners detained in 
Tajikistan are Afghanistan nationals.

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES 
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 Tajikistan nationals detained due to committing 
drug-related offenses in foreign countries

The measures taken by the competent author-
ities of Tajikistan have contributed to the contin-
ued decrease in detention of our citizens in foreign 
countries. According to data of the law enforcement 

agencies of foreign countries, throughout 9 months 
of 2020, 205 Tajikistan nationals were arrested due 
to commission of drug-related crimes. In 2019, the 
number of Tajikistan nationals detained abroad 
was 312.

Number of foreign citizens detained in the Republic Tajikistan due to  
committing drug related offenses (2015-2020)

Number of Tajikistan nationals detained in foreign countries due to  
committing drug-related offenses, 2016-2020

The detention of Tajikistan nationals ended in 
the overall seizure of 109 kg 663 g of narcotic drugs.

Of the overall number of detainees:
- 195 were arrested in the Russian Federation 

with 99 kg of drugs seized;
- 7 were detained in the Republic of Uzbekistan 

and seizure of drugs totaled 2 kg;
- 3 people were brought into custody in the Re-

public of Kyrgyzstan and overall seizure of narcotic 
drugs made 7 kg.

Annually most of Tajikistan nationals are taken 
into custody for commission of drug-related crimes 
in the Russian Federation. In 2020, Tajikistan re-
ported on 195 convicts that is 95% of the overall 
number of those arrested abroad.

In 2020, 16 women were detained due to 
drug-related offenses, which is 7.8% of the overall 
number of Tajikistan nationals arrested in foreign 
countries. All of them were taken into custody in 
the Russian Federation.
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The number of Tajikistan nationals detained in foreign countries due to commission of drug-relaeted  
offenses and the amount of drugs seized in the period of 2019 and 9 months 2020

 Administrative offenses associated with illicit drug 
trafficking

Along with an increase in the overall number 
of drug-related crimes committed in Tajikistan in 
2020, the administrative offenses relating to illisit 
drug trafficking also tended to go up. Disclosure of 
administrative offenses by law enforcement officers 
is one of the means of identifying and suppressing 
illicit retail trade of narcotic drugs and preventing 
their spread in the society.

To this end, in 2020, Tajikistan law enforce-
ment and security agencies disclosed 1170 (vs.483 
in 2019) administrative offenses associated with 

narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and pre-
cursors, 1186 individuals (vs. 532 in 2019) were 
brought to administrative liability.

The analysis shows that of 1186 persons, who 
committed administrative offenses, 20 (or 1.8%) 
were convicts in the past.

Social status of 1186 administrative offenders 
was as follows: entrepreneurs -24, students - 2 and 
the unemployed - 1160.

In 2020, the overall amount of female adminis-
trative drug-related offenses went up significantly 
(68 women in 2020 vs. 13 women in 2019).

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES 
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Countering illicit drug trafficking is one of the 
key determinants of stability and well-being of the 
state, and the health of society.

Tajikistan uncompromisingly stands against il-
licit drug trafficking and takes all necessary mea-
sures to combat it.

SEIZURE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
SUBSTANCES AND PRECURSORS

In 2020, the law enforcement and security agen-
ciesof the Republic of Tajikistan seized 2425 kg of 
narcotic drugs, which is 48.1 % more than in 2019. 
The overall seizure of narcotic drugs in 2020 in-
cluded 118 kg 451 g of heroin, 788 kg 795 g of opi-
um and 1474 kg 584 g of cannabis group of drugs.

Amount of narcotic drugs seized by Tajikistan law enforcement and security agencies in 2015-2020

Ratio of narcotic drug seizures in 2019-2020 (disaggregated by regions)

In 2020, compared to 2019, the amount of 
seized narcotic drugs increased, respectively, in 
Dushanbe - by 56.1%, in Khatlon province - by 

67.1%, in Sughd province - by 96.4% and in DRDs - 
by 72.3%. Meantime, in GBAO there was a 2.9-fold 
decline.

In 2020, the amount of narcotic drugs seized in 
Khatlon province totaled 1 433 kg 329 g. From year 
to another, it makes over 50% of the nationwide 
seizure. The highest share of seizures in this prov-

ince (1 050 kg or 73 %) falls on the districts bor-
dering to the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan (Sh. 
Shokhin, Panj, Farkhor and Khamadoni).
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Ratio of narcotic drugs seized in Tajikistan (2019-2020, disaggregated by types)

Ratio of opium and heroin seizures in 2019-2020

Drug seizures in the border districts of Khatlon province in 2019-2020

In 2020, of the overall amount of drugs seized 
in Tajikistan, the share of cannabis group of 

drugs is higher in relation to the opium group of 
drugs.

 Opium seizures
Opium seizures in 2020 compared to 2019 made 

907 kg 246 g that is 5.5 % less than in 2019.
In 2020compared to 2019, the overall seizure of 

heroin dropped by 31 %. Thus, in 2020, the share of 
heroin in the overall seizure of opiates was only 13 %.

The analysis shows that, as previously, the opi-
um seizure outstrips the heroin one.

SEIZURE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
SUBSTANCES AND PRECURSORS
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In 2020 compared to 2019, seizure of opium 
group of drugs went up in all regions of the re-
public, with the exception of Khatlon province and 
Dushanbe city: increase in Sughd province- 5%, in 

GBAO - 20.9 % and in DRDs– 2-fold rise. Decrease 
in seizures in Dushanbe city and Khatlon province 
was 8 % and 15 % respectively.

Province
Opium seizure (kg)

+/- Province share, 
2019

Province share, 
20202019 2020

Dushanbe 232,311 213,322 -8,1 24,2 23,5
Soghd province 80,113 92,195 15,08 8,3 10,2
Khatlon province 588,646 497,915 -15,4 61,2 54,9
GBAO 39,418 55,541 40,9 4,1 6,1
DRDs 20,733 48,273 2,3 -fold 2,1 5,3

Seizure of opiats in 2019-2020 (dissagregated by provinces)

Ratio of hashish and cannabis seizures in 2019-2020

 Cannabis seizures
In 2020 compared to 2019, the overall amount 

of cannabis group of drugs seized in Tajikistan, in-
creased 2.2 times and made up 1 474 kg 584 g.

Compared to 2019, Tajikistan reported on 2- and 
2.6-fold increase in seizures of hashish and canna-
bis, respectively. The seizure of hashish annually 
outstrips the cannabis one.

In 2020, of the amount of cannabis group of 
drugs seized nationwide, 923kg 796g or 62.6% ac-
counts for Khatlon province.

With the exception of GBAO, increase in can-
nabis seizures was observed in all other regions of 

Tajikistan: in Dushanbe city - 2.9-fold, in Sughd 
province - 3.3-fold rise, in Khatlon province - 3.5 
times growth and in DRDs - 31.2%. In GBAO can-
nabis seizures decreased 8.1 %, respectively.
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Ratio of cannabis seizures in 2019-2020 (dissagregated by regions)

Amount of synthetic psychotropic tablets seized in 2016-2020

 Seizure of synthetic narcotic drugs, psychotropic 
substances and precursors

The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 
takes and implements all timely measures in the field 
of disclosure and suppression of smuggling of syn-
thetic narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances.

Analysis and revealed facts show that psychotro-
pic substances, like other synthetic narco tic drugs, 

are not produced in Tajikistan, but are smuggled 
from other countries.

In 2020, Tajikistan law enforcemen and securi-
ty authorities seized 7,952 synthetic psychotropic 
tablets, which is 5.2% or 397 tablets more than in 
2019. Also in 2020, there were seizures 141 of tab-
lets of diazepam, 370 tablets of phenobarbital and 
731 tablets of amphetamine.
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It should be noted that not a single seizure of 
methamphetamine was recorded in Tajikistan in 
2013-2016.

Since 2017, seizure of methamphetamine in 
several regions of Tajikistan (Dushanbe city, GBAO 
and Khatlon province) has renewed.

In 2020, Tajikistan reported on seizure of 

43kg 52g of synthetic psychotropic substances in 
the powder form, of which 39kg 880g was meth-
amphetamine. The amount of methamphetamine 
seized in 2020, compared to 2017 increased 5.3 
times and compared to 2018 and 2019, 21.6 and 
7.3 times, respectively.

SEIZURE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
SUBSTANCES AND PRECURSORS
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Every year, the law enforcement and securi-
ty agencies seize from 50 to 500 kg of precursors. 
From 2017 to the present, seizure of precursors in 
Tajikistan has tended to decrease. In 2020, only one 

precursor seizure (2 grams in total) was reported 
(vs. 57 kg in 2019). It’s noteworthy that so far not 
a single case of import of precursors into Afghani-
stan from Tajikistan has been registered.

Amount of methamphetamine seized in 2016-2020 (kg)
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SPREAD OF PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES THROUGH INTERNET 
NETWORKS (ONLINE STORES / WEB-SITES)

It is undoubted that with the development of 
science, technical equipment and modern technol-
ogies, along with the rise in a standard of people’s 
living, the methods of committing criminal acts are 
progressing.

Illicit purchase and sale of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances through the Internet 
networks is one of the up-to-date ways the crim-
inals resort to in realizing their selfish intentions 
and thereby posing more and more threats to the 
world community. This phenomenon puts obsta-
cles in the way of identifying criminal acts, and in 
some cases allows some of these sort of offenders 
to evade penalty.

According to expert assessments, in developed 
countries, the sale and purchase of narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances through the Internet 
has been practicing for many years. Recently, this 
technique of buying and selling narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances, spreading in the coun-
tries of Central Asia, has also reached Tajikistan.

This method of information exchange facili-
tates the sale and purchase of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances in a non-contact way. 
That is, drug dealers, hiding drugs on any site and 
in various items, after transfer of certain amount 
of money to their bank account, send customers an 
Internet message about the location of the cache. 
In this way, they, being in one city or country, can 
do their criminal business at a distance from other 
cities and countries.

Drug traffickers design and arrange the process-
es through Internet in order to secure running their 
criminal enterprise.

Most worrisome is that today, when the Inter-
net is accessible to many Tajikistan people, some 
weak-willed individuals, including the youth, can 
fall into the trap of such groups of drug criminals.

Given this, the country’s population is threat-
ened by a rapid increase in the spread and use of 
this method of illicit drug trafficking.

For addressing the above threats and challeng-
es, the country's top leadership and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Tajikistan, taking all timely 
measures, has entrusted the relevant authorities 
with the certain tasks and constantly monitors 
their implementation. With this in view, special 

units are set and operational in Tajikistan enforce-
ment agencies and other relevant departments.

In this regard, in 2020, Tajikistan law enforce-
ment agencies recorded 13 crimes related to the 
sale and purchase of drugs via the Internet and sei-
zure of 108 kg 600 g of drugs and 2,711 tablets of 
the synthetic psychotropic substance - MDMA. DCA 
alone disclosed 11 offenses committed through In-
ternet and seized 108 kg 595 g of drugs, including 
4 kg of heroin, 68 kg 342 g of opium, 35 kg 275 g 
of hashish, 977 g of methamphetamine and 487 
MDMA tablets.

In March 2020, the DCA officers detained a citi-
zen of the Republic of Tajikistan, one of the mem-
bers of an organized transnational criminal drug 
group, and seized 35 kg 155 g of drugs, including 
965 g of methamphetamine. The group was creat-
ed and guided by Afghanistan national through the 
Internet application "WhatsApp".

In addition, the operational-search measures in 
Bokhtar city, Khatlon province, resulted in deten-
tion of the two residents of the city for buying and 
selling drugs in a contactless way through the In-
ternet, and seizure of 2.13 g of methamphetamine 
and 7 g of opium.

In June 2020, the DCA officers identified and 
established a new method of smuggling synthet-
ic psychotropic substances through Internet net-
works and international mail services. The criminal 
group, consisting of Tajikistan and Turkey nation-
als, smuggled synthetic psychotropic substances 
from Turkey to Tajikistan through international 
mail. The group attracted clients through Inter-
net networks and concealed narcotic drugs on the 
specified sites to access them safely. The opera-
tional-search activities resulted in dismantling the 
group and seizure of 487 MDMA tablets and 10 g of 
methamphetamine.

In June 2020, due to a complex of operation-
al-search measures, officers of the interior author-
ities arrested a citizen of the Republic of Tajikistan 
and seized 2,224 MDMA tablets. The detainee ac-
quired the confiscated drugs through the Internet 
network from other Tajikistan nationals, living in 
the Republic of Turkey.

In addition, bilateral cooperation of the State 
Committee for National Security of the Republic 

SPREAD OF PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES THROUGH INTERNET  
NETWORKS (ONLINE STORES / WEB-SITES).
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of Tajikistan and the Federal Security Service of 
the Russian Federation led to detention of a Ta-
jikistan national - resident of Nurek city, constitu-
ent of a transnational criminal drug gang that sold 
drugs from the Republic of Tajikistan in the Rus-

sian Federation through the Internet networks. 
The detainee’s testimony allowed arresting his 
accomplices in Moscow city, the Russian Federa-
tion, while attempting to take 4.5 g of heroin from 
the cache.
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NATIONAL BORDER CONTROL AND MEASURES TAKEN TO INTENSIFY 
THE COMBAT AGAINST SMUGGLING OF NARCOTIC DRUGS

The Republic of Tajikistan, as a member of the 
international community, cannot stay out from the 
threats related to narcotic drugs, since Tajikistan, 
due to its geographic location, shares a border with 
the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan - one of the 
largest producers of the opium group.

their criminal acts.
Also, smugglers, on the basis of a preliminary 

conspiracy, in order to ensure their own safety 
and the safety of their accomplices, arrange the 
supply of drugs without direct contact through 
caches and receipt of money through legal mon-
ey transfer systems, such as "Kiwi Wallet" and 
"Unistream", and illegal Hawala system. The 
above makes it difficult to disclose and appre-
hend smugglers.

It should be noted that in order to carry out and 
conceal criminal activities, drug dealers resort to 
such Internet applications as "Viber", "WhatsApp", 
"IMO" and "Telegram".

Tajikistan border troops have established fruit-
ful cooperation with the law enforcement agencies 
of the country; aimed at identification and suppres-
sion of the routes of drug smuggling and detention 
of those involved in the business, and constantly 
arrange and conduct collective operation.

In order to stop drug smuggling from Afghani-
stan to Tajikistan, the national border troops alone 
conducted 31 operations on the State Border and 
35 operations were carried out jointly with Ta-
jik law enforcement agencies. Some of the opera-
tions resulted in 19-armed clashes and killing of 18 
smugglers and detention of 25 smugglers - Afghan-
istan nationals. 

The state border of Tajikistan with Afghanistan 
of 1 344 kilometers long is the first barrier to smug-
gling of narcotic drugs from Afghanistan to other 
countries of the world. The national border con-
trol in challenging geographic and climatic condi-
tions is entrusted to the Border Troops of the State 
Committee for National Security of the Republic of 
Tajikistan that, in cooperation with other law en-
forcement and security authorities of the country, 
continuously takes all necessary measures to safe-
guard the borderline.

With the view of strengthening the border con-
trol capacity along the State Border line, over 100 
facilities have been built and commissioned in re-
cent years, which is of great importance to cease 
drug smuggling and supply, and ensure the coun-
try’s stability and security.

The cultivation and production of narcotic drugs 
in Afghanistan has become permanent. Due to the 
unstable political situation, processing of raw opi-
um and operation of drug producing laboratories 
go on unhindered. The above is the reason for the 
continuing drug smuggling into Tajikistan and 
other countries adjacent to Afghanistan. In this re-
gard, smugglers develop and use various routes and 
methods of trafficking in narcotics.

According to available data, smugglers use 
modern equipment and technologies to carry out 

In addition, the operations conducted together 
with other law enforcement agencies resulted in 
seizure of 945 kg 190 g of drugs, 1 884 466-hemp 
bushes, 5 kg 164 g of the psychotropic substance 
methamphetamine, 105 tablets and 10 ampoules of 

NATIONAL BORDER CONTROL AND MEASURES TAKEN TO INTENSIFY THE  
COMBAT AGAINST SMUGGLING OF NARCOTIC DRUGS
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tramadol, 30 firearms and an explosive ammonal.
Despite the fact that the State Border is well 

controlled, it is still reported on border violations, 
namely, illegal border crossing by groups of drug 
smugglers.

In 2020 compared to the previous years, the 

number of illegal crossings of the State Border 
for the purpose of drug smuggling tended to de-
crease. According to analyzes, it can be reasoned 
by the strengthening of the State Border control 
and the exacerbation of the infectious disease - 
COVID-19.
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COMBAT AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIMINAL DRUG GROUPS  
IN THE COUNTRY AND ABROAD

The persistence of organized criminal drug 
groups, both in developed and developing coun-
tries, with its negative impacts undermines the so-
cial stability and public health.

Within the current legal framework, the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan pursues its multifaceted interna-
tional policies, particularly in the field of drug con-
trol, and established ongoing cooperation with the 
relevant authorities of foreign countries.

Given that the combat against organized crimi-
nal groups (OCGs) is part of the fight against inter-
national terrorism and extremism, Tajikistan has 
put it on a par with other priority areas.

Based on this, in 2020, Tajikistan law enforce-
ment and security agencies disclosed in the coun-
try 9 transnational organized crime groups and 
arrested 26 people - leaders and members of those 
groups, and seized 205 kg of narcotic drugs.

To achieve significant results in the combat 
against organized criminal drug groups, the efforts 
of each state, regardless of its capabilities, are rel-
evant. Therefore, one of the main conditions for 
organization of effective fight against this threat 

is close collaboration between states. To this end, 
it is necessary to enhance the functionality of a 
multi-level network of international cooperation.

In support of the above, it should be noted that, 
on the DCA’s initiative and operating data, during 
2019-2020, the competent authorities of Tajiki-
stan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and the United States 
periodically conducted joint international count-
er-narcotics operations. 

One of the joint operation ended in disclosure 
of an organized transnational criminal group and 
suppression of its activities, and seizure of 1965 kg 
of narcotic drugs, 1 machine gun, 2 Mercedes cars 
and US$233,000. 34 members of the group were 
detained in Afghanistan and in New York city. The 
group included citizens of Afghanistan, the USA, 
Nigeria and other African countries.

Thus, during 2020, DCA disclosed and sup-
pressed the activities of 4 transnational organized 
groups and arrested 42 of their members in the 
country and abroad.

For example, in the course of investigation on 
a criminal case against the citizens of the Republic 

COMBAT AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIMINAL DRUG  
GROUPS IN THE COUNTRY AND ABROAD
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of Tajikistan and the Russian Federation, it was es-
tablished that in 2013 a Tajikistan national found-
ed a transnational organized criminal group of 13 
people - citizens of the Russian Federation and the 
Republic of Tajikistan. The group was engaged in 
retail sale of narcotic drugs in Ulyanovsk region of 
the Russian Federation.

of the Republic of Tajikistan - Tilloev Emomali 
Shodmonovich and Nazarov Khisrav Tagoyevich, 
and seizure of 9 kg 220 g of opium and 4 kg 990 g 
of hashish. 

A pre-trial investigation established that this 
transnational organized criminal group was also 
formed by citizen of the Islamic Republic of Af-
ghanistan - Amiri Evaz, and included 3 Tajikistan 
nationals.

Amiri Evaz's group, by prior conspiracy, illegally 
crossed the state border and smuggled a particularly 
large amount of drugs to Shaartuz district of Khat-
lon province and then to Dushanbe city. 

The leader and members of this organized crim-
inal group were sentenced to imprisonment for 
terms ranging from 16 to 24 years.

In March 2020, the operation conducted by the 
Ministry of Interior of RT resulted in disclosure and 
suppression of an organized group of transnational 
drug traffickers, and seizure of 70 kg 284 g of drugs. 
The transnational organized criminal group led by 
Tajikistan national - K.M.Sh., known in the crim-
inal world under the nickname "Bachai Kampir" 
or "Mukimcha", owned the property of the value 
of over 1,000,000 Tajikistan somoni that was also 
seized.

The group illegally purchased and sold drugs 
in a contactless way. The leader and nine active 
members of the group were detained in the Russian 
Federation, and other four group members were ar-
rested in the Republic of Tajikistan and sentenced 
to long terms of imprisonment.

 Detection of organized crime groups within the 
country

In 2020, as a result of the measures taken, a 
TOYOTA RAV-4 vehicle driven by a citizen of the 
Republic of Tajikistan was detained in Pyanj dis-
trict of Khatlon region; 15 kg of hashish, 19 kg 190 
g of opium and 965 g of the psychotropic substance 
methamphetamine were found in the car and 
seized.

In the course of the pre-trial investigation, it 
was established that an IRA citizen - Abdul Hafiz 
Abdul Boki created an organized criminal group of 
Afghanistan and Tajikistan nationals, who regular-
ly crossed the state border in the frontier areas of 
Khatlon province of Tajikistan for drug smuggling, 
and the aforementioned seized narcotic drugs and 
substances belonged to them.

Abdul Hafiz Abdul Boki and his accomplices in-
tended to smuggle the drugs through Tajikistan to 
other Central Asian states.

The leader and members of the group were sen-
tenced to various terms of imprisonment. 

Similarly, on January 15, 2020, the search activi-
ties of the Drug Control Agency officers in Dushan-
be city led to detention of citizen of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan - Amiri Evaz and citizens 

The head of this OCG had regional influence and 
from Nurek city ran business of organized criminal 
groups based in other countries and established 
ongoing  drug smuggling from Afghanistan across 
the border of Tajikistan to Central Asian countries 
and Russia. With the view of maintaining secre-
cy, the group resorted to social networks such as 
WhatsApp, imo, Viber and others. At the same time, 
in order not to attract attention of the competent 
authorities, monetary funds received from the sale 
of drugs were remitted through the Qiwi-wallet 
money transfer system. Then, by all illicit means, 
cash assets were channeled to the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan.
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Forensic study of narcotic drugs and psychotro-
pic substances plays an important role in counter-
ing illicit drug trafficking.

The tasks that forensic examination has as-
signed, include the identification of narcotic drugs 
not alone but with comparative studies of narcotic 
drugs with the view of establishing their routes of 
entry and sale, analysis of substances and equip-
ment used for manufacturing the narcotic drugs.

Forensic research of narcotic drugs and psycho-
tropic substances is carried out with the use of a set 
of scientifically based methods.

The choice of a specific research scheme de-
pends critically on the problem being solved, the 
object being investigated and the technical means 
available to the expert, and is aimed at the most 
complete solution of the questions posed to the ex-
pert.

Expert examination of narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances is performed in the frame-
work of criminal cases and administrative offens-
es only in state forensic institutions. The forensic 
study procedure is established by the state policy 
in the field of drug control through relevant legal 
and normative acts.

In 2020, the species of seized substances that 
underwent expert studies in the Republic of Tajiki-
stanwere as follows:

1) Natural drugs of cannabis and opium drug 

FORENSIC STUDY OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
SUBSTANCES AND PRECURSORS.

families.
2) Heroin, synthetic narcotic drugs and psycho-

tropic substances, as well as mixtures thereof.
3) Strong substances and medicines not relating 

to narcotic drugs or psychotropic substances.
The cannabis and opium group seized in the Re-

public of Tajikistan in 2020 are as follows:
- bushes of wild growing cannabis;
- cannabis;
- hashish;
- poppy bushes;
- raw opium and opium extraction.
Similar to the previous years, eventually there 

was no seizure of hashish in the form of a “pencil” 
or “book”. The seized hashish mainly was rounded 
lumps of different shades of green and brown, with 
varying degrees of compaction. The concentration 
of tetrahydrocannabinol in hashish composition 
ranged from 9.3% to 21.8%.

The seized opium, which is tan in color, is com-
pletely different from opium extraction that is dark 
brown in color and has a specific odor.

Heroin seized in Tajikistan in 2020, contained 
diacetylmorphine, which concentration varied 
from 15, 7% to 76, 1%. Seizures of heroin in pack-
ages with new inscriptions were reported, as well as 
a new way of heroin concealment during its trans-
portation - under the guise of sweets "Almonds in 
sugar".

Heroin "nucleoli" (1) extracted by an expert from the peel of sugar-glazed almonds (2)

FORENSIC STUDY OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
SUBSTANCES AND PRECURSORS



28 REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2020

Over the past two years, the narcotic drug - 
methadone in tablets has been seized and delivered 

for expert examination. It was a pharmaceutical 
produced in the Islamic Republic of Iran.

Seizure of large batches of heroin and their package insriptions

In 2020, the seized and examined tablets con-
taining synthetic psychotropic substances - am-

phetamine and MDMA, were as follows:
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Amphetamine tablets

MDMA tablets

The pink and lilac tablets contain MDMA. The greenish tablets are without psychotropic substances but have paracetamol.

In 2020, like previous years, the psychotropic 
substance - methamphetamine in the crystalline 
form was delivered for forensic study. In 2020, 
it was also reported on the first seizure of meth-
amphetamine in the form of tablets. As forensic 
examination found, some tablets, in addition to 
methamphetamine, had small amounts of heroin. 

Heroin supplement aims at making–up a stronger 
drug use dependence. 

In 2020, as well, the first seizure of mixtures 
with narcotic drug (heroin), psychotropic sub-
stance (methamphetamine) and pharmaceuticals 
(naproxen, sildenafil and caffeine) was recorded in 
the country. 

FORENSIC STUDY OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
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Crystalline methamphetamine

Methamphetamine tablets

Tablets with methamphetamine and heroin in their composition

Powdered substance consisting of methamphetamine, heroin, caffeine, naproxen and sildenafil
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Pregabalin has been incorporated into the Na-
tional List of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Sub-
stances and Their Precursors as a psychotropic 
substance. In 2020, Tajikistan reported on signifi-

cant seizures of such pharmaceuticals as Neuros-
pey, Gerica, Regapen and Birika, containing pre-
gabalin and sold in violation of the rules of licit 
trade.

Pharmaceuticals with Pregabalin in their composition

The pharmaceutical "Birika" with Pregabalin in capsules stored in containers of uncontrolled medications

The pharmaceutical "Birika" with Pregabalin in capsules stored in containers of uncontrolled medications

The pharmaceuticals with such phsychotropic 
substances as diazepam and phenobarbital are sold 
in violation of the law, were also brought for foren-
sic examination.

In 2020, as well, large quantities of pharmaceu-
ticals with the potent tramadol were seized and un-
derwent a forensic study.

FORENSIC STUDYOF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC  
SUBSTANCES AND PRECURSORS.
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Along with narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances, the pharmaceuticals not belonging to the 
specified species of controlled substances but often 

used by drug addicts, such as pharmaceuticals con-
taining zopiclone, sildenafil and tropicamide, were 
also delivered for forensic research.

Capsules of the pharmaceutical "Moparol" with tramadol

The pharmaceutical "Tramadol" in capsules

The pharmaceutical "Tramadol” in the form of tablets and in ampoules "
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Control over licit trade of narcotic drugs, psy-
chotropic substances and their precursors is 
viewed one of the priority directions of the an-
ti-drug policies of the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan with all the required measures taken 
to strengthen it.

To this end, the Government of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan by its Decree (as of February 27, 2020 No. 121)
approved an update of the National List of Narcotic 
Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Their Precursors, 
which is one of the legal bases in this area.

CONTROL OVER LEGAL TRADE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS,  
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES AND THEIR PRECURSORS.  
FACILITATION OF ACCESS TO CONTROLLED NARCOTIC  

(MEDICINAL) DRUGS

departments in the field of combat against illicit 
trafficking in narcotic drugs and control over their 
legal trade.

In 2020, the seminars on "Review of regulatory 
legal acts of the Republic of Tajikistan in the field 
of licit trafficking in narcotic drugs, psychotro-
pic substances and their precursors" and "Review 
of regulatory legal acts of the Republic of Tajiki-
stan on legal trade of narcotic drugs, psychotropic 
substances and precursors used in medicine” were 
held in Dushanbe city, Directly Run Districts and in 

The above list consists of 134 narcotic drugs, 
359 psychotropic substances and 27 precursors, in-
cluding 19 precursors in Table I and 8 precursors in 
Table II.

In addition, the Government of the Republic 
of Tajikistan issued the Decree (as of February 27, 
2020, No. 15-f) on interaction of ministries and 

Sughd and Khatlon provinces and were attended by 
the relevant economic entities. 

In 2020, as per the issued certificates, Tajikistan 
imported 19 tons 710 kg of sulfuric acid, 203 tons 
274 kg and 3000 liters of hydrochloric acid.

In Tajikistan, 333 organizations and institu-
tions, societies and enterprises have valid licenses 
on legal trade of narcotic drugs, psychotropic sub-
stances and precursors used in medicine. In 2020, 
34 licenses were issued to organizations and insti-
tutions operating in this area.

In 2020, the controlled substances imported 
into the country were as follows:

Narcotic drugs:
- Methadone - 16200 grams;
- Morphine - 196.143 grams;
- Trimeredin - 480 grams;
- Fentanyl - 2.4 grams.
Psychotropic substances:
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- Diazepam - 2398 grams;
- Alprazolam - 17.25 grams;
- Phenobarbital - 83370 grams.
The specified controlled substances were im-

ported into the country to meet the needs of 
Tajikistan by the State Institution “Republican 
Center for Pharmaceutical Services and Medical 
Products”, Tib Baroi Shumo LLC, Tomiris Closed 
Joint Stock Company, Dili Solim Closed Joint 
Stock Company, Pharmacon State Unitary Enter-
prise and LLC "MIN" on the basis of contracts with 
enterprises "L. Molteni & C. dei Fratelli Alitti So-
cieta diEsercizio SpA" (Italy), “Health to the Peo-
ple” LLC (Ukraine), “AMIN Pharmaceutical Com-
pany” (Iran) “Martella Limited, Cyprus” (Iran) and 
“KRKA” (Slovenia).

 SIMPLIFICATION OF ACCESS TO CONTROLLED 
NARCOTIC (MEDICINAL) DRUGS

The Republic of Tajikistan has taken certain 
comprehensive measures to simplify access to nar-
cotic, psychotropic and potent drugs for those in 
need for treatment and for science purposes.

More than 167,775 surgical operations are per-
formed annually in the Republic, the number of in-
jured people is 720.4 per 100 000 population, there 
are also over 3,000 cancer patients in need of palli-
ative care. They all are recipients of health services 
with the use of narcotic, psychotropic and potent 
drugs and no one can imagine present day medi-
cine without access to the pain relief medications.

With the view of containment of the spread of 
HIV / AIDS, hepatitis B and C, and other blood-
borne diseases, the relevant narcological structures 
of the Ministry of Health and Social Protection of 
the Population introduced modern technologies 
for treatment of drug abuse and practiced the sub-
stitution therapy for injecting drug users.

In the past ten years, implementation of the 
programs on reduction of harm to public health 
have proved their effectiveness in HIV/AIDS pre-
vention in the country. According to the "National 
Center for AIDS Prevention and Control", the HIV/
AIDSincidence rate through injection fell from 
67.1% (in 2010) to 8.2% (in 2020).

Today, in accordance with the regulatory legal 
acts in force in the Republic, hundreds of needy 
patients have difficulties with access to narcotic 
and psychotropic drugs. On 17 December 2020, 
the meeting of the Coordination Council for Drug 
Abuse Prevention addressed the issue of making 
access to drugs and psychotropic substances easi-
er. The relevant ministries and departments were 
charged to draft and submit the following norma-
tive legal acts that implied taking urgent mea-
sures:

1. A new version of the draft Decree "On amend-
ments and additions of the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan to the Resolution of the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan" On the 
approval of annual state quotas of psychotropic 
substances” (dated October 3, 2006, No. 462).

2. Draft resolution "On amendments and addi-
tions of the Government of the Republic of Tajiki-
stan to the decree of the Government of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan «On the approval of annual state 
quotas of narcotic drugs dated August 29, 2003, No. 
381 ".

3. Draft joint order of the Ministry of Health and 
Social Protection of the Population and the Minis-
try of Interior "On combating drug addiction and 
ensuring legal trade of narcotic drugs" dated June 
25, 2001, No. 202 - No. 437 in the form of a draft 
resolution of the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, in compliance with grammar rules of 
the state language.

CONTROL OVER LEGAL TRADE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES AND THEIR 
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Illicit trafficking in psychotropic substances 
along with illicit drug trafficking is considered one 
of the developing organized criminal acts.

In recent years, there has been an increase in il-
licit sale and purchase of psychotropic and potent 
substances in Tajikistan. One of the contributing 
factors is the increased demand for these types of 
substances.

In previous years, smuggling of the drugs pro-
duced in Afghanistan alone caused alarm, but to 
date, with increase in the illicit import of psy-
chotropic substances into Tajikistan from abroad 
another threat has emerged.

In addition, an increase in purchase and sale 
to any customers of potent substances by some 
pharmacies without a prescription, also poses new 
problems.

According to analytical data, a certain propor-
tion of psychotropic and potent substances used 
for medicinal purposes are in the overall amount of 
those seized in the country.

The process of development of the world com-
munity requires constant strengthening and up-
dating the legislative framework in all spheres of 
social life. Despite the fact that the Republic of Ta-
jikistan is known as one of the leading countries in 
terms of existing legal norms in the field of control 
over narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and 
their precursors, with emergence of new types of 
these substances, increasingly new problems arise 
that necessitates the update of legislation in this 
area.

At the meeting of the Coordination Council for 
Drug Abuse Prevention on December 17, 2020, it 
was noted that given the above mentioned, new 
shortcomings emerged in the legal framework gov-
erning drug control, including the activities of law 

enforcement agencies if it is the case of bringing to 
criminal liability those involved in illicit trafficking 
in psychotropic and potent substances.

Moreover, the current criminal legislation does 
not specify the number of new psychotropic sub-
stances and potent substances included in the 
National List of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Sub-
stances and Their Precursors. The other thing is 
the fact that after approval of the National List of 
Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Their 
Precursors some psychotropic substances in the 
list of potent agents were not deleted. 

With this in mind, at the meeting of the above 
Council, relevant resolutions were adopted to elim-
inate the existing problems in the field of control 
over narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and 
their precursors. The relevant ministries and de-
partments, within their powers, outlined the nec-
essary measures.

It was also decided that the following norma-
tive legal norms should be prepared as soon as 
possible: 

1. Draft Decree of the Government of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan "On Amendments and Additions to 
the Decree of the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan" On Approval of the List of Potent Sub-
stances and the List of Poisonous Substances dated 
December 29, 2003, No. 576 ", taking into account 
the"National List of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances and Their Precursors";

2. Draft decree of the Government of the Re-
public of Tajikistan "On the amount of potent 
substances and toxic substances for the purposes 
specified by the Criminal Code of the Republic of 
Tajikistan", given the regulatory legal acts, includ-
ing the "National list of narcotic drugs, psychotro-
pic substances and their precursors".

CHALLENGES IN LEGAL TRADE OF NEW PSYCHOACTIVE AND  
POTENT SUBSTANCES AND RELEVANT LAW UPDATE
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Due to the comprehensive measures taken in the 
Republic, the situation with drug abuse is progres-
sively improving and the number of drug addicts is 
decreasing. In particular, over the past 10 years, the 
number of drug addicts has dropped by more than 
31%; the number of drug addicts who inject drugs 
has gone down by 38%; and the number of people 
infected with HIV through injections has declined 

DRUG ABUSE AND DRUG ADDICTION TREATMENT

by 85%. According to official statistics as of 2020, 
the overall number of drug addicts nationwide is 
5099 people. Based on this indicator, there are 55 
drug addicts per 100 000 population.

Of the overall number of registered drug de-
pendent outpatients, Dushanbe city accounts for 
36.8%, DRDs - 20.5%, Sogd province - 17.6%, Khat-
lon province - 14.6% and GBAO - 1,5%.

 

36,8% 

20,5% 
17,6% 

14,6% 

10,5% 
Dushanbe

DRD

Sughd province

Khatlon province

GBAO

In Tajikistan, compared to some countries of 
the world, the rate of drug addiction by women is 
relatively low. The share of officially registered fe-
male drug addicts is only 2.2 %. This is mainly due 
to the social and cultural status of women, tradi-
tions and customs, ethics and behavior, the role of 
women in society and the influence of religious and 
gender factors.

It’s worth noting that along with change in the 
age profile of drug addiction, the primary morbid-
ity rates decreased, which indicates the improve-
ment of the drug addiction situation. Therefore, in 
2020, the share of drug users aged 18-34 decreased 
compared to those aged 35-59 and was 21.7 % and 
76.2 %, respectively.

The Ministry of Health and Social Protection 
of the Population of RT together with other min-
istries and departments concerned, made a deci-
sion to draft new rules for legal trade of narcotic, 
psychotropic, potent and toxic substances. With 
the view of meeting the need for access to nar-
cotic drugs, the relevant order of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection of the Population of 
RT (dated December 12, 2015, No. 118) incorpo-
rated Methadone Hydrochloride, Naloxone and 
Buprenorphine into the National List of Essential 

Medicines of the Republic of Tajikistan. It should 
be noted that inclusion of these medicinal sub-
stances in the list did not solve either the problem 
of their import and use or the problem of prepa-
ration and approval of clinical protocols and other 
regulatory legal acts on control of legal trade of 
drugs thereby making narcotic, psychotropic and 
potent substances available for needy patients 
based on medical indications.

For the purpose of timely identification and 
registration of drug users, the Ministry set going 
the relevant activities based on the order of the 
Minister of Health (dated March 7, 2019, No. 143) 
"On creation of a Working Group" pursuant to the 
requirements of Article 200 of the Health Code of 
the Republic of Tajikistan "Registration and regu-
lar medical check-up of persons with drug addic-
tion diseases". The working group, in line with the 
requirements of the above decree, monitored the 
registration of drug addicts in drug abuse treat-
ment facilities of the narcological service in cit-
ies and districts of Sughd and Khatlon provinces, 
and DRDs and set going outpatient registration of 
those with drug addiction in drug abuse treatment 
institutions in accordance with the current regula-
tory legal acts.
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PREVENTION OF DRUG ADDICTION AND  
PROMOTION OF A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE

Prevention of the spread of drug addiction 
along with the fight against illegal drug traffick-
ing is considered one of the important key tasks of 
the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, and 
on this foundation there was the National Count-
er-Narcotics Strategy for 2013-2020 - one of the 
regulatory legal acts. Based on this legal act, coop-
eration in the field of drug addiction prevention of 
law enforcement agencies, relevant ministries and 
departments, organizations and associations, re-
gardless of their form of ownership, was set going 
and the following measures were implemented to 
reduce the drug demand:

event for students and youth, the contests took 
place for the best drawing and the best essay on the 
topics of drug addiction prevention and going-in-
for sport.

On December 17, 2020, the National Library 
hosted a meeting of the Coordination Council on 
Drug Abuse Prevention chaired by Mr. Sattoriyon 
Matlubahon Amonzoda,the Deputy Prime Minister 
of the Republic of Tajikistan. In the course of the 
meeting, a number of issues was addressed. At the 
meeting, Mr. Habibullo Vohidzoda, Deputy Chair-
man of the Council, Director of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of RT made a report on 
cooperation of ministries and departments in the 
field of combating illicit drug trafficking and con-
trol over their legal trade. Mr. Mukhsinzoda Gafur 
Mukhsin, First Deputy Minister of Health and So-
cial Protection of the Population of RT, spoke about 
the problems of simplifying access to narcotic drugs 
and psychotropic substances in the form of med-
icines used for medicinal and scientific purposes 
and being under international control. The Deputy 
Minister also spoke about suppressing their transi-
tion from legal trade to illicit trafficking. A mem-
ber of the Council, Mr. Alamshozoda Abdurahmon, 
the First Deputy Minister of Interior of RT, spoke 
in connection with the difficulties faced by law en-
forcement agencies in estimating the amount of 
potent and poisonous substances. Deputy Head of 
the Council’s Secretariat reported on implemen-
tation of the decisions made at previous meetings 
of the Council. In the end, the relevant resolutions 
were adopted.

-promotion of healthy lifestyles among the 
population to form a negative attitude of society 
towards non-medical drug use;

-preparation and adoption of educational legal 
programs on training and retraining of profession-
als in drug use prevention;

- training and education of mass media employ-
ees, who in their programs cover the issues of drug 
addiction prevention;

- study and introduction of the best interna-
tional practices in the field of drug addiction pre-
vention, and treatment and rehabilitation of drug 
addicts;

-prevention of drug related offenses and drug 
addiction among labor migrants.

With the view of healthy lifestyle promotion, 
prevention of drug addiction and reduction of its 
spread, the Drug Control Agency jointly with the 
Ministry of Interior in 14 border and vulnerable 
cities and districts, held cultural, leisure and sports 
events called "Anti-drug caravan 2020" under the 
motto "Together we are fighting against drugs!" that 
included sports competitions in football, volleyball, 
table tennis, tug-of-war, checkers and chess, as well 
as cultural and leisure activities at sports grounds 
recently built in cities and regions of the country.

In addition, within the framework of a joint 

In general, the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan held 162 
meetings, 6 seminars, 59 sports events, 21 round 
tables and 80 events in the media, including 41 ap-
pearances on television, 24 appearances on the ra-
dio and 15 reports printed in periodicals.

PREVENTION OF DRUG ADDICTION AND  
PROMOTION OF A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE
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 Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the 
Population of the Republic of Tajikistan

In 2020, with the purpose of improving the ad-
vocacy activities in the field of drug addiction pre-
vention, the National Center for Drug Addiction 
Monitoring and Prevention under the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection of Population of the 
Republic of Tajikistan produced and distributed to 
the population reference materials on the topics 
"Drug addiction is a scourge of humanity", "Drug 
addiction from the point of view of Islam", "Basic 
rules for prevention of drug addiction among wom-
en" (Guidelines for Health Workers), "How to pro-
tect your children from drug addiction?", "The right 
way or giving up bad habits", "What to do?", and 
other information leaflets.

Special materials were produced in the media, 
including spots on the republican television and 
radio. Reference materials and other drug-related 
information were posted on the www.mmmpn.tj 
website.

 Ministry of Science and Education of the Republic 
of Tajikistan

The Ministry of Education and Science, as per 
its action plan, coordinated interaction with other 
involved ministries and departments, in particular, 
with the Drug Control Agency under the President 
of RT, and regularly carried out preventive activi-
ties and training sessions in all educational insti-
tutions. Due to educational lessons, extracurricular 
activities and meetings of parental committees, the 
Ministry implemented the required measures that 
allowed creating conducive conditions for the drug 
addiction prevention.

Drug addiction prevention in grades 7-11 is ad-
dressed within the "Healthy Lifestyle" curriculum; 
prevention activities are promoted in institutions 
of secondary and higher professional education 
through curatorial and educational sessions. Of 
13-14 hours in the «Healthy lifestyle" curriculum, 
3 hours are about prevention of the use of tobac-
co, narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances. In 
addition, volunteer groups are established amongst 
pupils and students.

The Ministry of Education and Science has 
charged teachers to carry out the activities on pre-

vention of drug addiction not only among school-
children and students but also in communities 
through taking part in the events held in villages, 
makhallas and public places as representatives of 
the intelligentsia, and speaking and talking thereto.

For training and retraining of specialists in the 
field of promotion of healthy lifestyles and preven-
tion of drug addiction, the Education Academy of 
Tajikistan has prepared and approved a special cur-
riculum "Educational program for healthy lifestyles 
for students of general secondary educational in-
stitutions."

The curriculum is intended for the Institute 
for Professional Development and Retraining of 
Teachers and its branches in the cities of Dushan-
be, Bokhtar, Kulyab, Khujand and Khorog, the Ed-
ucation Academy of Tajikistan and the Research 
Institute for Education Development. The curricu-
lum is used to train teachers and those, employed 
by the education sector through refresher training 
courses.

Also, the website of the above Academy has a 
separate section called "Healthy lifestyle", effec-
tively used by teachers at school lessons and train-
ing sessions.

 Ministry of Labor, Migration and Employment of 
the Population of the Republic of Tajikistan

In 2020, the Ministry of Labor, Migration and 
Employment of the Population of the Republic of 
Tajikistan held 1,473 meetings and talks with labor 
migrants and other segments of the population to 
prevent drug addiction and reduce its prevalence 
that enrolled over 96,172 people. The events took 
place at the international airport, educational in-
stitutions, rural jamoats and in cities and regions 
of the country, as well as at job fairs.

At the same time, the Ministry opened a special 
page in the official newspaper "Employment and 
Migration", where the information, education and 
communication materials on prevention of crime, 
drug addiction and drug smuggling are placed.

In addition, a representative of the Ministry in 
the Russian Federation, who is in charge of migra-
tion-related issues, held 191 meetings and talks 
with labor migrants and discussed, along with oth-
er issues, the matters of illicit drug trafficking and 
prevention of drug addiction.

ROLE OF MINISTRIES, AGENCIES AND CIVIL SOCIETY  
ORGANIZATIONS IN DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION
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 Committee on Women and Family Affairs under 
the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

With the aim of raising awareness of girls in 
higher and vocational institutions, the Commit-
tee on Women and Family Affairs under the Gov-
ernment of the RT together with the Drug Control 
Agency and the Center for Monitoring and Preven-
tion of Drug Addiction under the Ministry of Health 
and Social Protection of the Population of RT reg-
ularly holds meetings and talks on drug prevention 
and terrible consequences of drug addiction, and 
on other topical subjects of the day.

Also, with the view of promotion of healthy life-
style and prevention of communicable diseases, 
including human immunodeficiency virus (HIV), 
and the spread of drug addiction, the Committee, 
in collaboration with the Ministry of Interior, con-
ducted social surveys and did explanatory work 
in cities and regions across the country under the 
slogan "Morality" followed by relevant publications 
in journal "Woman and Family" and in other print 
media.

Similar events in the form of seminars and 
meetings were also held in cooperation with the 
General Directorate of Education, the Director-
ate of Health and the State Institution “Women's 
Self-Knowledge Center” in Dushanbe city.

 Committee on Television and Radio Broadcasting 
under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

With the view of prevention and reduction of 
drug addiction prevalence, and implementation of 
the “National Counter-Narcotics Strategy of the 
Republic of Tajikistan for 2013-2020", the Commit-
tee on Television and Radio Broadcasting under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan through 
its TV and radio channels continuously produces 
advocacy programs, talk shows and rollers.

In 2020, "Television of Tajikistan" through its 
information and analytical programs "News" and 
"Tajikistan and the World" shared with the audi-
ence information about drug use and its harmful 
effects.

With the view of improving legal education of 
people, contributing to the drug abuse prevention 
and making the public aware of legal consequences 
for committing crimes related to illicit drug traf-
ficking, experts and analysts from the relevant 
ministries and departments released the spots "Tri-
al" and "Law".

In addition, the State Institution "Safina Tele-
vision" offered their viewers the programs "At This 

Time", "Verdict", "Investigation" and "Talk of the 
Day" on the topic "Youth and ill Habits".

In turn, Radio Tajikistan and its channels pro-
duced and presented to the listeners the spots "Re-
flection", "Recovery", "View of the Day" and "Con-
sonance".

With the view of professional development of 
journalists, who write on the topic of drug abuse 
and drug addiction prevention, the State Institu-
tion "Tajikistan Mass Media Academy" delivered a 
mastery lesson to 20 creative forces employed by 
state television and radio networks, with involve-
ment of representatives of the Ministry of Health 
and Social Protection of the Population of RT.

 Republican Public Organization “Afif”

The Republican Public Organization "Afif" 
(RPO), leaving a certain mark in implementation of 
the national anti-drug policies in Tajikistan and in 
improving knowledge of law enforcement officers 
on HIV and drug addiction prevention, together 
with the RPO’s partners provided preventive ser-
vices to 4515-drug users, including:

- 4  082 drug users, with the direct financial 
support of the above organization and involving 
the civil society organizations "Vita", "SVON Plus", 
"Amali Nek", "Volunteer", "Buzurg", at the HIV test 
and counselling offices, and 433 persons with the 
support of peer consultants in the districts of A. 
Jami, Kushoniyon, Dusti, J. Balkhi, Qobodiyon, 
Vakhsh, Yavan and in Nurek city, Khatlon region, 
were covered by counselling and diagnostic stud-
ies;

- 25 injecting drug users In Bokhtar city were 
assisted to be part of the substitution therapy pro-
gram;

- 50 drug users completed vocational training 
courses at the Adult Training Center of the Min-
istry of Labor, Migration and Employment of the 
Population of the Republic of Tajikistan in Bokhtar 
city;

- 1200 injecting drug users in the cities of Du-
shanbe, Bokhtar, Kulyab, Khujand, Khorog and 
Penjikent were tested for viral hepatitis B and C, 
and were notified of the test results.

On January 17-March 13, 2020, public consulta-
tions were held in the cities of Dushanbe, Bokhtar, 
Kulyab, Khujand and Khorog that involved 103 
staff members of state organs, law enforcement 
agencies, health centers and civil society organiza-
tions working in the field of HIV and drug addiction 
prevention, and addressed the issues of drug use 
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prevention and legal improvements.
Detailed information on the "Afif"activities is 

available on the website www.afif.tj.

 Civil Society Organization "SPIN Plus"
The civil society organization SPIN Plus, which 

promotes healthy lifestyles and improves the 
health of drug addicts who are susceptible to HIV 
/ AIDS and hepatitis C, has implemented specific 
targeted measures to guide drug users on the right 
path and to refer them to treatment.

In addition, the organization assists in protec-
tion of the rights and freedoms of drug addicts, 
including their wide access to medical and social 
services.

 Civil society organization "Khonai Javonon" 
("Home of Youth") and Civil Society Initiative Groups 
for Drug Addiction Primary Prevention

The civil society organization "Khonai Javonon" 
("Home of Youth") of the Republic of Tajikistan in 
2020, in cooperation with 19 groups of specialists 
on the primary prevention of drug addiction and 
volunteers carried out preventive information and 
educational activities.

The activities included four online seminars 
led by experts and representatives of the National 
Institute of the Community Anti-Drug Coalitions 
of America (CADCA) anda review of the activities 
of Civil Society Initiative Groups (CSIGs) on drug 
prevention and creation of a national body to co-
ordinate the CSIG activities - the Drug Addiction 
Prevention Association of Tajikistan.

In addition, advocacy campaigns on drug addic-
tion reduction and promotion of a healthy lifestyle 
for the youth and other groups of the Rudaki dis-
trict population were held in cooperation with the 
local government and the CSO "Avangard".

 Civil society organization “Dina” 
The civil society organization "Dina" made some 

arrangements to better life of people who inject 
drugs, and provided them with medical services 
that were as follows:

- providing hot meals, hygiene and clothes 
cleaning services, watching TV spots and sports ac-
tivities;

- a psychologist counselling;
- peer-to-peer counselling on drug addiction, 

substitution therapy and antiretroviral therapy;
-talks with those exposed to drug addiction to 

improve their knowledge and raise awareness on 
prevention of HIV / AIDS, tuberculosis and hepatitis. 

In January-October 2020, the Center for Acces-
sible Services of the CSO reached 221 drug addicts, 
of whom 130 were tested for HIV and were recipi-
ents of their health-related benefits.

Of 221 drug addicts, 18 persons were enrolled in 
the substitution therapy program.

At the same time, with the support of the USAID 
funded project Leader Against HIV in Central Asia, 
together with the AIDS Center in Sughd province 
provided drug addicts with antiretroviral drugs 
while the clients of syringe exchange points were 
supplied with disinfectants to reduce risk of infec-
tion with other diseases.
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In 2020, compared to 2019, the following pro-
cesses and trends were observed in the situation on 
narcotic drugs in Tajikistan:

- an increase in the number of reported drug-re-
lated offenses by 20.3% or by 118 crimes;

- a rise in the number of drug-related offenses 
recorded under Article 289 of the Criminal Code of 
RT (drug smuggling) by 74.4% or 32 crimes;

- growth in the number of administrative of-
fenses related to illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs;

- a blow-up in the seizure of drugs in the coun-
try by 48.1% or by 787 kg 733 g;

- an increase in the seizure of cannabis group  
by 2.2 times or by 806 kg 158 g;

- a decrease in the seizure of the opium group by 
5.5% or by 53 kg 242 g;

- an increase in the number of people detained 
for drug-related crimes by 1.4% or by 11 individu-
als;

- an increase in the seizure of psychotropic sub-
stances in particularly large amounts compared to 
2019;

- the noted downward trend in the number of 
foreign citizens detained in the Republic of Tajiki-
stan (12 people in 2019 vs. 11 people in 2020);

PROCESSES AND TRENDS

- a drop in the number of drug addicts registered 
at the drug abuse treatment facilities by 5.1% or by 
276 persons (5 375 people in 2019 vs. 5 099 people 
in 2020);

- bulk of the narcotic drugs and substances were 
seized on the State Border line and in the border 
regions of Tajikistan.

PROJECTIONS 

Given the above, the following processes and 
trends can be predicted in 2021:

- an increase in the demand for synthetic drugs 
on the territory of the country;

- growth in the seizure of new psychotropic syn-
thetic substances;

- a rise in the seizure of narcotic substances 
along the State Border line and in border regions 
of Tajikistan;

- the emergence of new ways of buying and sell-
ing drugs through Internet networks (Telegram, 
WhatsApp, Viber, imo and others);

- increased use of formal and informal money 
transfer systems by drug traffickers.
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REGIONAL PROGRAM OF THE UNITED  
NATIONS OFFICE ON DRUGS AND  
CRIME FOR CENTRAL ASIA

 Sub-program 1 "Countering transnational 
organized crime, illicit drug trafficking and preventing 
terrorism"

"Strengthening cross-border cooperation of 
Central Asian countries"

In 2020, as part of Sub-Program 1, a number of 
training courses were held at the regional and na-
tional levels for law enforcement officials of Tajik-
istan and other Central Asian countries. The train-
ings included verification of the authenticity of 
travel documents and up-to-date control methods 
for conducting search operations, identification of 
new ways of illicit trafficking in drugs, modern con-
trol techniques for inspection operations of vehi-
cles, cargo and goods transported across the state 
border, processing and analysis of rapid informa-
tion using the IBM "i2" software, and measures to 
respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In March and September 2020, the Steering 
Committee meetings were held to discuss a work 
plan aimed at further promotion of the Border Li-
aison Offices concept and development of infor-
mation and communication networks for border 
services. Project beneficiaries from all five Central 
Asian countries took part in the working meetings 
to present the achieved results and planned activ-
ities.

In October 2020, the Border Troops of the State 
Committee for National Security, the Customs 
Administration, the Drug Control Agency and the 
Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Tajikistan re-
ceived personal protective equipment and sanitary 
supplies for a total of US$ 20,000.

"Drug law enforcement systems for criminal in-
telligence collection, analysis and exchange "

This initiative, aimed at improving intelligence 
analysis and information management capacities, 
continues to develop mechanisms for receiving 
and sharing data among agencies fighting against 
illicit trafficking in drugs in Central Asia. As part 
of this initiative, activities are being carried out to 

improve the knowledge and skills of law enforce-
ment and security staff and build their capacity in 
intelligence collection and processing, as well as to 
develop mechanisms for the exchange of data be-
tween analysts and operational law enforcement 
officers.

The beneficiaries of this initiative took part in 
a series of webinars related to the research and ac-
tivities of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, and 
were part of the measures taken throughout the 
COVID-19 pandemic and received the necessary 
personal protective equipment.

UN Office on Drugs and Crime Initiative: 
Strengthening control along the Tajik-Afghan 
border

As part of this initiative and with the view of 
rendering support to the Border Troops of the State 
Committee for National Security of the Republic of 
Tajikistan in the context of the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, the necessary medical supplies were purchased 
for Tajikistan Border Troops hospital.

In addition, a three-day training course on "Im-
proving information and analytical support and 
analysis of risks, challenges and threats in the bor-
der area" was delivered to 25 officers of analytical 
and operational units of the Border Troops.

Imitative: Global Container Control Program 
of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
and the World Customs Organization

Within the framework of the United Nations 
Office on Drugs and Crime and the World Customs 
Organization (WCO) Container Control Program 
(CCP), the Republic of Tajikistan approved the 

IMPLEMENTATION OF INTERNATIONAL  
PROGRAMS AND PROJECTS

CHAPTER 5. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION



47REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2020

extension of the CCP Regional Segment for 2019-
2021. The draft joint Standard Operation Procedure 
for Port Control Units established and functioning 
in Tajikistan was approved by the leadership of the 
Customs Administration under the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan and the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan in January 2020.

In February 2020, a five-day mentoring program 
was implemented for port control units at the cus-
toms posts of Dushanbe-2 and Nizhny Pyanj.

In addition, the online events held in 2020 were 
as follows:

- global operation "STOP" through Container-
Comm, dedicated to the prevention of cross-border 
movement of illegal/counterfeit pharmaceuticals 
and medical supplies;

- training on illegal / counterfeit pharmaceuti-
cals in the context of the operation "STOP";

- a working meeting of the CCP with the CCP 
Regional Coordinator and representatives of Ta-
jikistan Customs Administration and Drug Control 
Agency;

-expert meeting within the interregional net-
work of customs administrations and port control 
units;

- regional seminar on the combat against illic-
it trafficking in drugs and precursors.It should be 
noted that in December 2020, a meeting of the Co-
ordination Committee and a ceremony for handing 
over equipment for the program beneficiary - the 
Drug Control Agency under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, took place.

 Sub-program 2 "Crime prevention and criminal 
justice"

Strengthening law enforcement response to hu-
man trafficking in the Republic of Tajikistan

As part of Sub-Program 2, in 2020, the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime developed four guidelines that 
were used in capacity-building trainings for police 
officers, prosecutors and judges. Two workshops 
were also held for 25 practitioners to improve their 
understanding of the issues related to the collec-
tion of data by law enforcement agencies in the 
field of combating illicit trafficking in persons, 
and a number of recommendations were made to 
strengthen international cooperation and mutual 
legal assistance in cases related to trafficking in 
persons.

In order to harmonize existing legislation with 
the United Nations Convention against Transna-
tional Organized Crime and Trafficking in Persons 
and its Optional Protocol, other relevant interna-
tional standards and best practices in this area, a 
legal commentary has been prepared on anti-traf-
ficking legislation with particular attention to the 
issue of illegal adoption/sale of children.

 Sub-program 3 "Prevention and treatment of drug 
addiction and HIV infection"

As part of Sub-Program 3, UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime continued to advocate for methadone 
substitution therapy. In this regard, by Order of 
the Minister of Health and Social Protection of the 
Population of the Republic of Tajikistan, a working 
group was created to facilitate implementation of 
the methadone substitution therapy program in 
the country.

The UNODC supported the Ministry in setting 
up a Technical Working Group to review the cur-
rent policies and legislation related to the services 
delivered to women who inject drugs by various 
government partners and civil society organiza-
tions-providers of HIV harm reduction services. 
The results of the working group's activities were 
incorporated into the “Action Plan to Fight against 
HIV / AIDS in the Republic of Tajikistan -2021-
2025”.

UNODC REGIONAL PROGRAM FOR  
AFGHANISTAN AND NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES

 Sub-program 1 "Regional Law Enforcement Coop-
eration”

Within the framework of Sub-Program 1, in Oc-
tober-November 2020, training courses and work-
shops on law enforcement and forensic examina-
tion were organized for Tajikistan law enforcement 
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officials, including basic courses on "Crime Analy-
sis for Practitioners", "Analysis of Forensic Exam-
ination Data”, “Training of Counter-Narcotics Offi-
cers”. As part of the program, there were also held 
meetings of regional working groups on precursors, 
forensic examination and drug trafficking, training 
of law enforcement officers and the final meeting 
on the Regional Operation REFLEX.

 Sub-program 2 "International / Regional Cooperation 
in Legal Matters"

In 2020, Sub-Program 2 continued to support 
the harmonization of national legislation / reg-
ulations of all countries enrolled by the Regional 
Program through delivery of training courses and 
holding technical meetings with national and in-
ternational partners.

As part of Sub-Program 2, regional capaci-
ty building training courses on combating money 
laundering, countering the financing of terrorism, 
cybercrime and asset recovery were conducted for 
the prosecutor’s office officials, other law enforce-
ment agencies and the Financial Monitoring De-
partment of the National Bank of Tajikistan

 Sub-program 3 "Prevention and Treatment of Drug 
Addiction among Vulnerable Groups"

As part of Sub-Program 3, on November 17, 
2020, Consultative Meeting 5 of the Regional Net-
work of the Coordination Center for Drug Demand 
Reduction took place in cooperation with the UN-
ODC Regional Program for Central Asia and the 
Prevention, Treatment and Rehabilitation Section 
(UNODC Headquarters in Vienna). Thirty-six del-
egates attended the session and shared their best 
practices and challenges in drug dependence treat-
ment that were faced during the pandemic. Se-
nior experts from the Prevention, Treatment and 
Rehabilitation Section and the University of New 
South Wales, Australia also gave the participants 
meaningful and informative presentations on 
“COVID-19 and Overdose Control”, “COVID-19 and 
Access to Controlled Medicine” and “COVID-19 and 
the role of non-governmental organizations”.

 Sub-program 4 "Trends and Impacts"
Under Sub-Program 4, the Drug Control Agen-

cy was supported in preparation and publication 
of the annual national journal “Review of the Sit-
uation on Narcotic Drugs in the Republic of Tajik-
istan”.

COOPERATION WITH CARICC
Despite the prevailing conditions of a pandemic 

in the region and in the world, cooperation of the 
Drug Control Agency under the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan with the Central Asian Region-
al Information Coordination Center for Combating 
Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic 
Substances and Their Precursors (CARICC / Center) 
has found its development.

Cooperation was mainly carried out in the for-
mat of information exchange: briefing the Center 
about the trends in the situation on narcotic drugs 
in the country, including the amount of drugs 
seized by Tajikistan relevant authorities and the 
emergence in the country of new types of narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances. Other mate-
rials were also regularly presented for use in the 
Center’s publications.

The DCA Plenipotentiary Representative in 
CARICC and other staff members actively partici-
pated in online events organized by the Center.

COOPERATION WITH THE OSCE PROGRAM 
OFFICE IN DUSHANBE

The OSCE Program Office in Dushanbe assisted 
the DCA in carrying out a series of advocacy and 
prevention activities as part of “Anti-Drug Cara-
van-2020” campaign in 14 border and sensitive cit-
ies and regions of Tajikistan.

The Office also provided support to the DCA's 
Forensic Study Laboratory by purchasing and 
handing over chemical reagents required to test 
and identify drug-containing substances.

With the view of enhancing knowledge, skills 
and capacities of the DCA's staff, the Office sup-
ported DCA by training its 25 young professionals 
on the practical implementation of human rights 
protection mechanisms and promotion of gender 
aspects in the work of law enforcement agencies. 
For this purpose, the Office brought in two local 
experts/trainers, who,within six days, covered all 
aspects of the above matters.

The OSCE Office also supported the participa-
tion of two DCA’s representatives at 2020 OSCE-
wide Conference on Combating the Treat of Illicit 
Drugs and the Diversion of Chemical Precursors: 
Strengthening Effective Prevention of Drug Use 
among Youth through Community Policing, Vien-
na. This conference was held online on October 6, 
2020, and the Office provided all the necessary con-
ditions for the DCA’s staff members to take part in 
the event.
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On November17- 28, 2020, with the OSCE finan-
cial support, the three 3-day courses were held in 
the cities of Bokhtar, Kulyab and Khujand and were 
attended by more than 60 DCA’s staff members. 
The OSCE Office paid for the travel expenses of the 
DCA's officers, including those from distant dis-
tricts and cities of the above-mentioned regions.

COOPERATION WITH THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION

The Agreement signed by the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan and the Ministry of Interior of the Russian 
Federation on cooperation and assistance to the 
Drug Control Agency under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan in countering illicit traffick-
ing in drugs, psychotropic substances and precur-
sors for 2019-2021, allowed in 2020 to continue and 
strengthen bilateral cooperation.

The agreement covers the matters of assistance 
and provision of financial, organizational and other 
types of support, including training and refresher 
course to the DCA's personnel.

The implementation of this Agreement helped 
prevent and reduce drug smuggling to Tajikistan 
and further to other countries of the Northern 
Route, and reduce the prevalence rate of drug ad-
diction.

UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT  
PROGRAM IN TAJIKISTAN

The United Nations Development Program in 
the Republic of Tajikistan, within the framework of 
the Project “Promoting Cross-Border Cooperation 
through Effective Management of the Tajikistan-Af-
ghanistan Border - 2019-2021”, has established 
cooperation with DCA and other law enforcement 
agencies. In October 2019, implementation of Phase 
II of the Project officially began. The project was pre-
pared based on proposals of DCA, the Border Troops 
of the State Committee for National Security, the 
Customs Administration under the Government of 

the Republic of Tajikistan and the Ministry of Interi-
or of Tajikistan. In particular, in 2020, as part of the 
project, the DCA's Dog Training Center in Dushanbe 
city was reconstructed.

Also, as part of this project, special equipment 
was purchased for the DCA's Forensic Unit and 
training courses were delivered to the DCA's oper-
ational staff.

COOPERATION WITH THE US EMBASSY  
IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTANIN THE 
FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL 

Law enforcement agencies of the Republic of 
Tajikistan cooperate with the units of the US De-
partment’s Drug Control and Law Enforcement 
(INL), the Drug Enforcement Administration of the 
US Department of Justice (DEA), and the Office of 
Military Cooperation of the US Department of De-
fense at the US Embassy in Tajikistan.

From 2012 to date, as per the Agreement be-
tween the Government of the Republic of Tajiki-
stan and the Government of the United States of 
America on cooperation in the field of drug control 
and law enforcement (dated January 27, 2003), the 
US Embassy has been providing financial support 
as a fringe benefit to the DCA's staff salaries allo-
cated by the Government of Tajikistan.

The US Department of Justice Drug Enforce-
ment Administration has established close coop-
eration with the DCA's Vetted Unit in the field of 
combating illicit drug trafficking and transnational 
organized criminal groups.

With the view of building the DCA's capacities, 
the unit of the Office of Military Cooperation at 
the US Embassy provided financial support for the 
purchase of laboratory equipment and other types 
of special equipment, and paid for the DCA’s staff 
travel expenses.

At the same time, in 2020, the US Embassy chan-
neled the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) US$ 813,300 to support Phase II of the 
Project on setting up the DCA’s Training Academy.
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MEETINGS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

WORKING VISIT OF THE DELEGATION OF 
TAJIKISTAN TO AUSTRIA

On January 29-30, 2020, Vienna, the Austrian 
Republic, hosted a meeting of the Expert Working 
Group on review of the current situation on the 
opiate market in Central Asia, the Russian Federa-
tion and the Caucasus. A Tajikistan delegation took 
part in the event and a DCA representative made a 
speech on implementation of the initiative of the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, Founder of 
Peace and National Unity, Leader of the Nation, His 
Excellency Emomali Rahmon on setting up a spe-
cial international Task Force of the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime to estimate the actual amounts 
of drugs smuggled transit through  the "Northern 
Route"countries.  

The event was attended by representatives of 
the competent authorities of Kyrgyzstan, Kazakh-
stan, Azerbaijan, Uzbekistan, Armenia, the Russian 
Federation, Georgia, the USA, as well as represen-
tatives of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime in Cen-
tral Asia, the Central Asian Regional Information 
Coordination Center for Combating Illicit Drug 
Trafficking in psychotropic substances and their 
precursors and independent experts.

VISIT OF THE OSCE  
REPRESENTATIVES TO DCA

The Agency for Drug Control under the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Tajikistan hosted a meeting 
of the Agency's leadership with a delegation and 
the head of the Military-Political Department of 
the Program Office of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe in Dushanbe - Mr. Flo-
rian Razesberger.

Representatives of the Central Asian states and 
the Russian Federation noted in their speeches that 
the amount of narcotic drugs seized by the relevant 
authorities in their countries had decreased.  

The representative of the Russian Federation 
emphasized that reduction in overall seizure of 
drugs by the relevant authorities of the Northern 
Route countries proved a downsized illicit drug 
trafficking along this route.  In this regard, the 
countries scrutinized the initiative of Tajikistan to 
establish the above Task Force.

DCA Director welcomed the delegation and ac-
quainted the guests with the situation on narcotic 
drugs in Tajikistan and the region, the measures 
taken by the Government of RT in the field of drug 
control, and processes and trends in this area. DCA 
Director expressed concern about import into the 
country and distribution of new synthetic drugs 
and psychotropic substances, spoke about preven-
tion of drug addiction and promotion of a healthy 
lifestyle among Tajikistan population.

The parties also discussed the draft "Joint Ac-
tion Plan of the OSCE Program Office in Dushanbe 
and the Drug Control Agency under the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan for 2020" and signed it.

VISIT OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY 
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF JAPAN IN 
TAJIKISTAN TO DCA

On February 3, 2020, DCA Director met with the 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of 
Japan to Tajikistan - His Excellency Takayuki Mi-
yashita.

At the meeting DCA  Director  briefed Mr. 
Takayuki Miyashita about the drug situation and 
measures taken by the Government of Tajikistan in 
the field of  drug control, about the creation of mo-
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bile interagency task forces in Tajikistan in cooper-
ation with the Embassy of Japan in Tajikistan and 
DCA. DCA Director touched upon the financial sup-
port of the Embassy of Japan and the Japan Inter-
national Cooperation Agency  (JICA) to strengthen 
the capacity of the DCA's Training Center.

REGULAR SESSION 63 OF THE  
UNITED NATIONS COMMISSION ON  
DRUGS AND CRIME 

On March 2-4, 2020, regular Session 63 of the 
United Nations Commission on Narcotic Drugs and 
Crime was held at the Vienna International Cen-
ter at the UNODC headquarters. The ministers and 
heads of drug control agencies of the UN member 
states took part in the session. Tajikistan delega-
tion was led by DCA’s  Director.

and Crime.
On March 3, 2020, within the framework of the 

above events, DCA Director held bilateral meetings 
with the heads of the counter-narcotics agencies of 
the Russian Federation, Saudi Arabia, the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan, Pakistan, the Kyrgyz Re-
public, with the Secretary General of the Shanghai 
Cooperation Organization and heads of other or-
ganizations.

Also, on 4 March 2020, DCA Director met with 
the newly appointed Executive Director of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Ms. Gh-
ada Fathi Wali.

On March 4, 2020, in the building of the Interna-
tional Center in Vienna at the headquarters of the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime within the frame-
work of Session 63 of the UN Commission on Drugs 

In the afternoon of the first day of the meeting, 
the head of the Tajik delegation, on behalf of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, made a report on the situ-
ation on narcotic drugs in Tajikistan in 2019, the 
country’s accomplishments in their combat against 
illicit drug trafficking and prevention of drug ad-
diction, as well as on the challenges the country 
faced in the above dimensions.

A delegation from Tajikistan also took part in 
and came out at side events of the Shanghai Coop-
eration Organization and the UN Office on Drugs 

and Crime, a side event initiated by the Republic 
of Tajikistan took place to present  the publication 
“Review of the Situation on narcotic drugs in  the 
Republic of Tajikistan in  2019”, annually prepared 
and published by the  Drug Control Agency.

The event was attended by heads and dele-
gations of the relevant bodies of the UN member 
states, international and non-governmental or-
ganizations, and civil society organizations. The 
overall number of those participated in the event 
was around 70 people.
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The audience attention was focused on the key 
trends and processes of the situation on narcot-
ic drugs in the country and the region, measures 
taken by Tajikistan  Government, ministries and 
agencies, as well as by international and civil soci-
ety organizations in the field of control over legal 
trade of drugs and drug addiction prevention, the 
fight against illicit drug trafficking in Tajikistan, 
combating drug smuggling and organized crimi-
nal groups, strengthening the State Border control, 
conducting joint counter-narcotics operations with 
law enforcement agencies, international cooper-
ation and implementation of programs and an-
ti-drug projects in the Republic of Tajikistan.

The regional representative of the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime in Central Asia, Ms. Ashita Mittal 
participated and spoke at the event, and highly 
rated the development and implementation of the 
UNODC counter-narcotics programs and projects.

The event ended in the questions and answers.

VIDEO CONFERENCE MEETING OF DCA 
DIRECTOR AND  THE HEAD OF THE UNODC 
REGIONAL OFFICE

On June 17, 2020, a videoconference meeting 
was held between the Director of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan and the Head of the Regional Office of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime in Cen-
tral Asia, Ms. Ashita Mittal.

gram adoption, DCA Director submitted the follow-
ing proposals for their incorporation thereto:

- construction and renovation of buildings of 
the Agency's offices in the most vulnerable regions 
of Tajikistan bordering with Afghanistan;

- resumption of activities of the DCA’s border 
liaison officers in the Islamic Republic of Afghan-
istan;

-development and approval of a separate project 
for financial and physical & technological support 
of the Drug Control Agency under the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan.

Ms Ashita Mittal recognized high relevance of 
the proposals and assured their taking into consid-
eration when developing the Program.

VIDEO CONFERENCE OF THE AGENCY’S 
MANAGEMENT WITH CHIEF  
COORDINATOR OF THE REGIONAL PRO-
GRAM FOR AFGHANISTAN AND  
NEIGHBORING COUNTRIES

On June 11, 2020, DCA Director held a video-
conference meeting with the Chief Coordinator of 
the Regional Program for Afghanistan and neigh-
boring countries - Mr. Jeremy Milsom, who was in 
the Republic of Pakistan.

The purpose of the meeting was to extend the 
Regional Program for Afghanistan and Neighbor-
ing Countries. In this regard, Mr. Jeremy Milsom 
presented a detailed report on the activities im-

At the meeting, the parties expressed satisfac-
tion with the level of mutually beneficial cooper-
ation in the field of drug control, and discussed a 
new draft Regional Program for Central Asia for 
2021-2025.

During the meeting, officials of the UNODC Re-
gional Office in Central Asia presented a drafted 
new phase of the above program.

At the same time, in connection with the pro-

plemented throughout Phase II of the Program and 
made proposals for improvements in Phase III.

DCA Director expressed his views on the work 
done under the Program, the processes and trends 
in the region, plans and activities, and regional co-
operation for Afghanistan and neighboring coun-
tries.

During the meeting, the parties discussed the 
extension of the phase of the Regional Program for 
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Afghanistan and neighboring countries for 2021-
2025 and creation under this program of an Inter-
national Center for Advanced Training in Drug Con-
trol. The other issues touched upon at the meeting  
were as follows: holding a high-level Conference on 
Drugs in the Republic of Tajikistan in 2021  -2025  
with participation of the countries of the region; 
arrangement and delivery of online training  cours-
es to officers of law enforcement agencies of the 
countries of the region; the Program’s support   in 
intensifying cooperation within the framework of 
the Quintet Initiative; and  provision of financial 
assistance in construction of the DCA’s new offices 
in the regions of Tajikistan bordering Afghanistan.

Mr. Jeremy Milsom proposed to hold a meeting 
of the Steering Committee of the Regional Program 
for Afghanistan and Neighboring Countries in Ta-
jikistan in 2021 with the eight countries participat-
ing in the Program.

During the videoconference, the parties ex-
pressed mutual gratitude and confidence that the 
expansion of bilateral cooperation in the field of 
drug control will be further strengthened.

VISIT OF THE CARICC DIRECTOR TO DCA
On July 10, 2020, Director of the Central Asian 

Regional Information and Coordination Center for 
Combating Illicit Trafficking in Drugs, Psychotro-
pic Substances and Their Precursors – Mr. Rustam 
Miralizoda visited the Drug Control Agency under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

in the Center and other pending business.
On the issues discussed, DCA Director once 

again expressed the country's official position on 
resolving the Center’s internal problems, includ-
ing the signing of an Agreement on exchange and 
protection of confidential data, replacement of the 
CARICC Deputy Directors and financing by mem-
ber states of the future activities of the Center, and 
addressing other issues emergent in the future.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH NEW 
HEAD OF DRUG CONTROL AND LAW 
ENFORCEMENT UNIT OF THE US EMBASSY 
IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

On September 17, 2020, within the framework 
of the Agreement between the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan and the Government of the 
United States of America in the field of drug control 
and cooperation in the field of support to law en-

DCA Director met with CARICC Director- Mr. 
Rustam Miralizoda and presented information on 
the situation on narcotic drugs in the Republic of 
Tajikistan.  During the meeting, the parties dis-
cussed a number of critical issues of the Center's 
activities, including Tajikistan chairmanship over 
the Center, signing of an Agreement on the ex-
change of confidential information, a competition 
for selection of candidates to fill vacant positions 

forcement agencies since 2003, DCA Director and 
new head  of Drug Control and Law Enforcement 
Unit of the US Embassy in Dushanbe -  Ms. Sita Far-
rell had  a meeting in the videoconference format. 

At the meeting, the parties expressed satisfac-
tion with the level of mutually beneficial coopera-
tion in the field of drug control.

In the course of the meeting, the parties dis-
cussed preparation of new projects, cooperation 
considerations, financing of drug control activities 
and some issues of implementing the agreement 
for 2020-2021, as well as cooperation in the next 
5 years.

HIGH-LEVEL COUNTER-NARCOTICS 
MEETING OF THE SHANGHAI COOPERATION 
ORGANIZATION MEMBER STATES

At the initiative of the Ministry of Interior of the 
Russian Federation, as part of Russia's chairman-
ship of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization, on 
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November 2-3, 2020, there was a meeting of senior 
officials of anti-drug agencies of the SCO member 
states and a Meeting of heads of competent au-
thorities of the SCO member states empowered to 
combat  against illicit  drug trafficking.

The meeting delegates discussed the plans for the 
next period of implementation of the Program for 
2021-2025 based on the results of national consul-
tations in the participating countries. The meeting 
ended in making appropriate decisions.

At the above-mentioned meeting, the heads of 
the counter-narcotics agencies exchanged views 
on the drug situation and its current and future 
trends in the SCO member states.  Also throughout 
the proceedings, the Expert Working Group of the 
Meeting of Senior Officials of Counter-Narcotics 
Agencies of the SCO Member States was approved; 
the deadlines for implementation of the Action 
Plan for 2019-2020 were extended as part of the Ac-
tion Plan for implementation of the SCO Strategy 
in the field of combating narcotic drugs for 2018-
2023; and the parties proposals on the draft work 
plan for the next period were submitted for perusal.

At the end of the meetings, the parties expressed 
their readiness to develop and strengthen interna-
tional anti-drug cooperation and take appropriate 
decisions on the issues discussed.

MEETING 5 OF THE STEERING COMMITTEE 
OF THE UNODC REGIONAL PROGRAM  
FOR  CENTRAL ASIA 

On November 4, 2020, Meeting 5 of the Steering 
Committee of the Regional Program of the United 
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime for Central Asia 
was held online.

At this meeting, the delegation of the Republic 
of Tajikistan was led by DCA Deputy Director.

This event, along with Tajikistan, was also at-
tended by representatives of the competent au-
thorities of Central Asian countries, regional orga-
nizations and countries – donors of the program.

The purpose of the meeting was to hear the re-
port on achievements in 2019-2020, as well as re-
view and agree on a work plan for the next year.  

REGULAR SESSION OF COORDINATION 
COUNCIL OF HEADS OF THE COMPETENT 
AUTHORITIES TO COUNTER ILLICIT DRUG 
TRAFFICKING IN THE MEMBER STATES 
OF THE COLLECTIVE SECURITY TREATY 
ORGANIZATION

On November 20, 2020, regular Session 22 of the 
Coordination Council of heads of the competent 
authorities to counter illicit drug trafficking of the 
member states of the Collective Security Treaty Or-
ganization (CSTO) took place via videoconference.

The Republic of Tajikistan was represented by 
Director of the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 3rd Rank 
State Counselor of Justice – Mr. Habibullo Vohid-
zoda, who began the meeting with an opening 
speech.

The meeting began from the review of the 
Council activities and their outcomes over the past 
15 years followed by the reports on the state and 
development of the situation on narcotic drugs in 
the CSTO countries made by heads of the anti-drug 
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departments of the CSTO member states.
The delegates in their speeches noted that de-

spite the current epidemiological situation due to 
the spread of coronavirus infection, over the past 
year they achieved positive results in their activi-
ties.  Also during the session of the Coordination 
Council, the delegates reviewed implementation of 
the Counter-Narcotics Strategy of the CSTO Mem-
ber States for 2015-2020, the timing, place and ac-
tive stages of counter-narcotics operations in 2021, 
and other important matters within the compe-
tence of the Council and made relevant decisions.

MEETING WITH AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENIPOTENTIARY  
OF THE STATE OF PALESTINE

On December 1, 2020, Ambassador Extraordi-
nary and Plenipotentiary of the State of Palestine 
-  His Excellency Luay Issa visited the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan and met with the Director of the Agency – 
Mr. Habibullo Vohidzoda.

During the meeting, DCA Director informed the 

Ambassador about the situation on narcotic drugs 
in the Republic of Tajikistan and the measures tak-
en by the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 
under the leadership of the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, Founder of Peace and Nation-

al Unity - the Leader of the Nation, His Excellency 
Emomali Rahmon, to strengthen control over illicit  
drug trafficking and prevention of drug addiction, 
and also introduced the guests to the DCA’s man-
date and office organization.

Along with this, the parties discussed the issues 
of strengthening cooperation of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of RT and the Embassy 
of the State of Palestine in the Republic of Tajiki-
stan for the coming years and made their proposals.

MEETING 9 OF THE STEERING  
COMMITTEE OF THE UNODC PROGRAM 
FOR AFGHANISTAN AND NEIGHBORING 
COUNTRIES

On December 15, 2020, Meeting 9 of the Steer-
ing Committee of the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime Program for Afghanistan and neighboring 
countries was held by videoconference.

The Republic of Tajikistan, the co-chair of the 
meeting, was represented by DCA Director - Mr. 
Habibullo Vohidzoda.

The meeting participants reviewed the imple-

mentation process of the UNODC Program for Af-
ghanistan and neighboring countries in the second 
half of 2019 and in 2020, as well as the action plans 
for 2021 and extension of the Program for 2021-
2025, and made relevant decisions.

MEETINGS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
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PHYSICAL AND TECHNOLOGICAL  
SUPPORT PROVIDED BY THE UNODC  
TO THE DRUG CONTROL AGENCY  
UNDER THE PRESIDENT OF RT 

As part of the Global Container Control Pro-
gram implemented by the UNODC and the World 
Customs Organization, on December 16, 2020, the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime in Central Asia pro-
vided the Drug Control Agency under the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan with technical equip-
ment, including computers, pads, video surveil-
lance cameras, printers, voice recorders, uniforms, 
special winter and summer-military supplies worth 
188,211 Tajikistan Somoni.

After the ceremony of handing over the spec-
ified equipment, DCA Director – Mr. Habibullo 
Vohidzoda in the format of a video conference 

met with the Program Regional Coordinator – 
Mr. Batyr Geldiev and expressed gratitude for 
the assistance provided to the Agency within the 
framework of the  program, as well as for devel-
opment and strengthening of fruitful coopera-
tion.

CHAPTER 5. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT AND SECURITY OFFICERS IN  
THE FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL

Chapter 6



58 REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2020

To bring up educated, knowledgeable, spiritually 
and physically healthy young people is a honorable 
mission. 

Emomali Rahmon

Given the rich in content statements of the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, Founder of 
Peace and National Unity, Leader of the Nation, His 
Excellency Emomali Rahmon, education and train-
ing of the Drug Control Agency’s professionals is 
one of the top priorities and under the direct con-
trol of the DCA's Management.

Despite the unfavorable epidemiological situa-

tion in the country and the world because of the 
spread of coronavirus infection COVID-19, the 
Agency's Training Center has set going its activities 
in accordance with the requirements of personal 
hygiene and social distance.

In 2020, with the view of improvement of knowl-
edge, capabilities and professional skills of DCA’s 
staff, the DCA’s Training Center held 12 theoreti-
cal and practical sessions for 135 officers of the 
Agency and other law enforcement authorities of 
Tajikistan.  The sessions went off in a virtual mode 
keeping social distance and involved domestic and 
foreign instructors and donor organizations.

REFRESHER COURSE AND ADVANCED  
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING

CHAPTER 6. PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT OF LAW ENFORCEMENT  
AND SECURITY OFFICERS IN THE FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL



59REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2020

In 2020, given the present day constraints and 
the transition to new teaching techniques and for-
mats, and with the view of strengthening the ca-
pacity of the DCA's Training Center and profession-
al development of those fighting against illicit drug 
trafficking, the Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs of the US Department 
of State provided financial support  and channeled 
through  the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 813,300 
US dollars.  This initiative has created favorable 
conditions for improvement of the Institute for Ad-
vanced Studies of drug control officers in the coun-
tries of Central Asia and Afghanistan.

structors for operational officers of the Drug Con-
trol Agency under the President of RT, the Ministry 
of Interior of RT , the State Committee for National 
Security of RT  and the State Financial Control and 
Anti-Corruption Agency of RT;

On 7 - 22 April 2020, in cooperation with the 
OSCE Program Office in Dushanbe, a special train-
ing course was delivered to 25 DCA’s young profes-
sionals by OSCE instructors with the support of  the 
DCA’s experienced staff and veterans;

On June 09, 2020, a one-day webinar "The drug 
situation and the commission of drug-related 
crimes in Central Asia in the pandemic context" 
was held with the support of the UN  Office on 
Drugs and Crime in cooperation with the Central 
Asian Regional Information Coordination Center 
(CARICC);

On September 25 - 27, 2020, the ad-hoc course 
on combat training, use of firearms and safeguard-
ing civilians was delivered by the DCA's Training 
Center instructors to 25 DCA’s young professionals;

From October 26 to November 05, 2020, at the 
initiative of the DCA's Training Center with the 
financial support of the United Nations Develop-
ment Program in Tajikistan, a special refresher 
training course was organized and conducted for 15 
young professionals of the DCA's Regional Offices 
on the following topics: “Prevention of coronavi-
rus infection”, “State border control: methods and 
taking actions” and ,”Interactive computer training 
courses on the combat against drug smuggling;

On November 09 - 11, 2020, the All-Russian In-
stitute for Advanced Professional Training of the 
Ministry of Interior of the Russian Federation orga-
nized and conducted a distance training course for 
20 operational officers of  the Drug Control Agency 
under the President of RT, the Customs Adminis-
tration of RT and the Ministry of Interior of RT on 
topics:"Operational-search arrangements", "Money 
laundering and financing of terrorism" and "Use of 
special equipment in operational-search activities".

STRENGTHENING OF PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES

Regardless of the pandemic situation in Ta-
jikistan and worldwide in 2020, the DCA Training 
Center continued working in close cooperation and 
solidarity with the ministries and departments of 
the country, the Ministry of Interior of the Russian 
Federation, the UN Office on Drugs and Crime, the 
Program Office of the Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Dushanbe, 
other training centers, educational institutions, or-
ganizations and embassies accredited in Tajikistan. 
The Center’s training activities included:

On March 2 - 4, 2020, with the UNODC support , 
a training course “Collection, use and improved ex-
change of information” was conducted by DCA in-

STRENGTHENING OF PROFESSIONAL  
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES
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With the view of actual reduction of spread of 
trafficking in illicit drugs and their non-medical 
use, the scope of their harmful consequences to the 
public health, society and the state, the Decree of 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan (dated 
February 13, 2013, No. 1409) approved the National 
Counter-Narcotics Strategy of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan for 2013-2020.

Implementation of the Strategy in 2013-2020 
resulted in the raised performance of law enforce-
ment agencies, government departments and civ-
il society organizations in the field of combating 
illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, psychotropic 
substances and their precursors, the strengthened 
control over their legal trade, enhanced prevention 
of drug abuse and treatment and rehabilitation 
of drug addicts.  The results of the implemented 
measures are as follows:

- Tajikistan law enforcement and security agen-
cies reported on disclosure of 6 664 drug-related 
crimes and overall seizure of 33 210kg 65g of drugs, 
including 2 261kg 523g of heroin, 7 850kg 592g of 
opium, 23 045kg 466g of cannabis and 52kg 484g 
of other drugs.  They also found and seized 68,787 
tablets and 81kg 757g of psychotropic substances;

- according to statistics, the overall number of 
drug-related offenses has noticeably decreased 
(936 crimes in 2013 vs.700 crimes in 2020);

- the overall seizure of drugs has substantially 
dropped (6 686 kg in 2013 vs. 2 425 kg in 2020);

- the activity of 53 organized criminal transna-
tional groups was revealed and terminated, and 115 
people – group leaders and active members were 
arrested;

 - a large number of drugs smuggled into Tajik-

istan are seized in the regions of Tajikistan bor-
dering with Afghanistan.  For example, of 33 210kg 
65g of drugs seized on the territory of Tajikistan in 
2013-2020, 18 179kg 367g or 54.7% were seized in 
the border regions.  This testifies to the fact that 
Tajikistan has put a robust barrier to the importa-
tion of illicit drugs into the country and their fur-
ther movement to other states;

- the overall number of Tajikistan nationals de-
tained in foreign countries due to the commission of 
drug-related offenses and  amount of drugs seized 
abroad has decreased (371 detainees  and 1 189kg 
921g of drugs seized  in 2013  vs. 205 detainees and 
109kg 663g of drugs seized for 9 months of 2020).  
Analyzes show that within this period, the detention 
rate of Tajik citizens abroad declined by 55.2% and 
the oversea seizure of drugs fell by 10.8 times;

- in recent years, there has been a downturn in 
the rate of drug addiction among the population of 
the country; the number of drug addicts reduced 
from 7176 people in 2013 to 5099 people as of Jan-
uary 1, 2021.  Of the overall number of drug addicts, 
3,714 persons or 72.8% are heroin users, of which 
2,835 people are injecting heroin.  Today, in Tajik-
istan there are 55 drug addicts per 100 000 popula-
tion, which is much lower than in other countries;

- after enacting of Decree of the Government of 
the Republic of Tajikistan dated February 27, 2020, 
# 121, the National List of Narcotic Drugs, Psycho-
tropic Substances and Their Precursors was ap-
proved in a new version and the list of psychotropic 
substances therein reached 359 items that set up 
the required legal framework in the field of com-
bating illicit trafficking in new psychoactive sub-
stances.

RESULTS ACHIEVED THROUGHOUT IMPLEMENTATION  
OF THE “NATIONAL COUNTER-NARCOTICS STRATEGY OF  

THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN FOR 2013-2020”
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