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“… the Republic of Tajikistan, which has gained essential experience through 
the implementation of its National Counter-Narcotics Strategy 2013-2020, also 
contributes to the combat against illicit drugs at the regional and international 
levels.

Taking into account modern methods and approaches, and in order to pursue 
effective policies in this area we have adopted our National Drug Control 
Strategy for 2021-2030 in the first semester of this year…”

Speech of The Founder of Peace and National Unity, 
Leader of the Nation, the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, H.E. Emomali Rahmon at the general 
debate of the 76th session of the General Assembly - 
the United Nations
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Dear Reader!

The next publication of the “Review of 
the situation on narcotic drugs in the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan for 2021” presents anti-drug 
policies of the Government of Tajikistan, the 
introduction of domestic and international 
regulatory legal acts, the establishment on 
the basis of international cooperation and the 
implementation of national programs, strate-
gies and international projects on the combat 
against illicit drug trafficking and prevention 
of drug addiction.

Also, the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, to-
gether with other ministries and departments 
of the country and international experts, hav-
ing analyzed in the review the situation relat-
ed to drug smuggling and drug addiction in the 
republic and the region, made a forecast of its 

trends and processes in the coming years.
This periodical also well has the materials 

about Tajikistan attainments in the result of 
the anti-drug policies pursued by the country's 
top leadership, and other achievements of the 
period of Tajikistan independence.

The measures taken all the time by the Gov-
ernment of Tajikistan in the period of inde-
pendence made it possible to ensure a yearly 
high rate of the national economy develop-
ment, growth of the real gross domestic prod-
uct and multiply increase in energy potential. 
Thousands of modern buildings of high-qual-
ity design and hundreds of kilometers of in-
ternal highways complied with international 
standards were built and commissioned all 
across the country.

The creation of the Drug Control Agency un-

Introduction

Habibullo Vohidzoda
Director of the Drug Control Agency under the President of the  

Republic of Tajikistan, Major General of Justice
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der the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
as the institution of the period of the country’s 
independence is an indicator of the direct ef-
forts and endeavours of Tajikistan Government 
against the spread of narcobusiness and drug 
addiction. In the practices of the states of the 
world and the United Nations this event is as-
sessed as unique and today the Control Drug 
Agency is recognized by international organi-
zations and law enforcement agencies of for-
eign states as a reliable and competent partner.

It is the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of RT that initiated in the Republic 
of Tajikistan the four state unified target pro-
grams and two National Сounter-Narcotics 
Strategies prepared, approved and implement-
ed later on.

On the initiative, direction and under the 
leadership of the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, H.E. Emomali Rahmon, with the 
view to advancement of international coop-
eration, intergovernmental agreements have 
been signed with 17 states, and the Drug Con-
trol Agency alone concluded 26 interagency 
agreements on drug control and drug addic-
tion prevention.

We can say with satisfaction that Tajikistan 
keeps developing its anti-drug policies and 
consistently implementing them.

Undoubtedly that illicit drug trafficking, 
along with terrorism and extremism, is one of 
the menaces that directly jeopardize the sta-
bility and security of society.

Today, given the rapidly changing global 
situation, we need to safeguard proportionally 
the security of the state and the nation, sta-
ble socio-economic development and public 
health.

Tajikistan due to its geographic location 
is at the forefront of countering present-day 
threats and challenges such as terrorism, ex-
tremism, radicalism, drug smuggling and 

other transnational organized crime and will 
continue its efforts to prevent their spread and 
regards the support of international commu-
nity as essential.

As the Founder of Peace and National Unity 
- Leader of the Nation, President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali Rah-
mon said at the high-level General Debate at 
the 76th Session of the UN General Assembly: 
“Countering the illicit trafficking in narcotic 
drugs, psychotropic substances and precur-
sors, the proceeds of which are one of the main 
sources of financing international terrorism, 
requires joint actions and coordinated efforts 
of the international community." 

Indeed, international cooperation, support 
and assistance of authoritative world orga-
nizations and authorized bodies of foreign 
countries are considered to be important for 
the successful implementation of Tajikistan 
anti-drug policies. 

On this basis, Tajikistan was able for many 
years to put a robust barrier to drug smuggling 
from Afghanistan to Tajikistan and further 
to other countries. A number of states of the 
world and authoritative international organi-
zations have rated Tajikistan as a country that 
has achieved success in this area. 

Therefore, in order to eliminate the threats 
and challenges associated with illicit drug 
trafficking, it is necessary to further develop 
international cooperation. Only an all-encom-
passing anti-drug coalition will erect a lasting 
barrier to these arising problems.

In conclusion, I avail myself of this oppor-
tunity to express appreciation to all compe-
tent authorities of foreign states, interna-
tional institutions and organizations for their 
cooperation and assistance in the implemen-
tation of Tajikistan Government anti-drug 
initiatives and for their information to this 
publication.

Introduction
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ADDRESSES

The Republic of Tajikistan, as an integral 
part of the world community, realizing its re-
sponsibility for prevention and counteraction 
of the challenges and threats of the modern 
world, including drug smuggling, periodically 
takes the necessary measures.

It is obvious that along with terrorism, ex-
tremism and arms smuggling, the illegal trade 
of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances 
is a great threat to humanity. The rapid spread 
of drugs on a global scale in the last decade is 
actually posing a serious threat to the states of 
the world.

Therefore, the combat against illicit drug 
trafficking, being viewed an essential compo-
nent of the struggle against organized crime, 
international terrorism and political extrem-
ism, is carried out through the implementa-
tion of economic, legal, organizational, tech-
nical, preventive, search and other measures.

Taking into account the currently arising 
situation, the Republic of Tajikistan, from the 
first days of gaining its independence, has 
supported various constructive initiatives and 

aspirations in the field of the combat against 
illicit drug trafficking.

Fully aware of the need for joint efforts to 
counter these negative phenomena, Tajikistan 
has joined the international system of com-
bating illicit drug trafficking and is an active 
player in the United Nations anti-drug pro-
grams at the national and regional levels.

The Founder of Peace and National Unity, 
the Leader of the Nation, President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali 
Rahmon, drawing in his speech the attention 
of all society to this pressing problem, called 
on law enforcement agencies and every citizen 
of the country to fight against this evil.

As is well known, Tajikistan is one of the 
countries sharing a border with the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan and makes its worthy 
contribution to the suppression of illegal sup-
ply of drugs from this republic to the states of 
Central Asia, Russia and Europe.

For the purpose of interstate cooperation 
on suppression of commission of drug-related 
crimes, over 17 intergovernmental agreements 

Shermuhammad Shohiyon
Chairman of the Supreme Court of the  
Republic of Tajikistan
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are in force with such countries, as Russia, Uz-
bekistan, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, China, Tur-
key, Thailand, India and others.

Also, over 10 interdepartmental count-
er-narcotics agreements have been concluded 
with the relevant authorities of other countries.

With the intention of curbing the spread 
of illegal trade of drugs and their non-medi-
cal use, decree of the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan (dated February 13, 2013, No. 
1409) approved the National Counter-Narcot-
ics Strategy of the Republic of Tajikistan for 
2013-2020.

The Strategy implementation has result-
ed in significant improvement of the overall 
performance of law enforcement authorities, 
government agencies and civil society orga-
nizations in the field of combating traffic in 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and 
their precursors, control over their legal trade, 
prevention of drug addiction, treatment and 
rehabilitation of drug addicts.

It should be noted that by decree of the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan dated 
March 20, 2021, No. 145, a new National Drug 
Control Strategy of the Republic of Tajiki-
stan for 2021-2030 was approved, which im-
plementation, with the adoption of an action 
plan, will be carried out in two phases:

- Phase I - 2021-2025;
- Phase II - 2026-2030.
Tajikistan criminal justice system, within its 

competence, are also taking appropriate mea-
sures in the field of the combat against illicit 
drug trafficking and drug addiction prevention.

On December 12, 2002, the Plenum of the 
Supreme Court of the Republic of Tajikistan 
adopted a resolution "On judicial practices 
for the cases concerning crimes associated 
with narcotic drugs, psychotropic substanc-
es or precursors" that contributes to ensuring 
the uniformity of judicial practice in relation 
to the correctness of administration of legis-
lation by Tajikistan inquiry and investigation 
bodies and courts. 

Also, with the aim to prevent the commis-
sion of new crimes, to eliminate the shortcom-

ings and flaws in activities of the preliminary 
investigation bodies and the courts, the Su-
preme Court judges constantly summarize the 
judicial practices on hearing criminal cases re-
lated to illicit drug trafficking.

The statistics as for 9 months of 2021 show 
that Tajikistan courts tried 406 (333) criminal 
cases against 649 (560) people in connection 
with illicit drug trafficking, and 639 (556) peo-
ple were found guilty.

Of the overall number of convicts, 534 are 
found guilty under article 200 parts 1-4 of the 
Criminal Code of RT, 50 - under article 201 
parts 1-4, 3 - under article 205 parts 1-2 and 1 
person - under article 206 parts 1-3.

Punishment imposed by Tajikistan courts 
is as follows: imprisonment (588 people), im-
position of a fine (38 people) and conditional 
sentence (13 people). A gender profile of con-
victs: 620 men, 16 women and 3 minors, in-
cluding four foreign citizens (1 national of the 
Republic of Kyrgyzstan and 3 nationals of the 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan).

With the view to elimination of the short-
comings made during the inquiry and prelimi-
nary investigation, Tajikistan courts issued 227 
(204) private orders (decisions) forwarded to the 
relevant authorities for acting appropriately.

At the same time, to prevent the commis-
sion of this category of crimes, judges and staff 
members of the court apparatus appeared on 
television and radio 65 (61) times, published 
41 (19) articles in newspapers and magazines, 
held 356 (204) meetings and conversations 
with the public.

I am absolutely sure that the journal of 
the Drug Control Agency under the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Tajikistan "Review of 
the Situation on Narcotic Drugs in the Re-
public of Tajikistan", playing its worthy role 
in the fight against drug trafficking, makes a 
valuable input to increasing the legal knowl-
edge of this industry employees, as well as 
to legal education of the country’s citizens 
and implementation of the policies pursued 
by the Government of the Republic of Tajik-
istan in this area.
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With a view to ensuring the security of 
the region and countering the spread of 
drugs, Tajikistan, together with the inter-
national community, takes concrete mea-
sures to strengthen international and re-
gional cooperation in this area.

In particular, the combat against illicit 
drug trafficking is under continued perus-
al of the Coordinating Council of Prosecu-
tors of the CIS member countries and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization.

In June 2012 and September 2018, Ta-
jikistan capital hosted the meetings of the 
Prosecutors General of the CIS and the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization mem-
ber countries. As part of the two events, bi-
lateral meetings of the Prosecutors General 
of the Russian Federation, Kazakhstan, Chi-
na, the Republics of Uzbekistan, Kyrgyzstan 

The Founder of Peace and National Uni-
ty - Leader of the Nation, President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emo-
mali Rahmon, in his regular Address to the 
Majlisi Oli (the Parliament) of the Republic 
of Tajikistan dated December 21, 2021, as-
sessing drug trafficking as an alarming fac-
tor and one of the main sources of financing 
of international terrorism, emphasized that 
it has an inextricable  connection with oth-
er transnational organized crimes such as 
terrorism and trafficking in human beings 
and arms.

Therefore, law enforcement agencies 
and other profile authorities of the country 
were assigned to intensify the fight against 
drug smuggling and mobilize all the avail-
able resources to disclose organized crimi-
nal drug groups.

Yusuf Rahmon
Prosecutor General of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Colonel General of Justice
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and Tajikistan took place and addressed 
the issues of countering illicit trafficking 
in narcotics, psychotropic substances and 
their precursors.

In turn, Tajikistan prosecution author-
ities, exercising control over law enforce-
ment in the field of protecting the rights 
and freedoms of man and citizen during the 
operational-search activities, inquiries and 
pre-trial investigation of drugs offenses, at 
the same time support the state prosecu-
tion of such criminal cases in the litigation.

In view of the severity of transnational 
crimes, in particular, illicit trafficking in 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances 
and their precursors, it became necessary to 
adopt a new National Drug Control Strate-
gy in Tajikistan for 2021-2030, approved by 
the Decree of the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan dated March 20, 2021.

A concern both of the public and law en-
forcement agencies arises not only because 
of the quantitative, but also because of the 
qualitative structure of drug addiction as 
Tajikistan reports on a steady trend in the 
spread of synthetic drugs. Moreover, in 
recent years new synthetic drugs have be-
come increasingly widespread in illicit traf-
ficking.

The President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan , in his Address to the Parliament 
dated December 26, 2019, stressed that the 
measures taken in the last years brought to 
decrease in the amount of drugs smuggling 
into the country but it happened against a 
background of upturn in the importation of 
other types of drugs that are more harmful 
to human health.

Based on this, the Prosecutor General's 
Office, with a view to update the regulato-
ry legal framework and its effective imple-
mentation, on the basis of the instruction 
of the Head of State, prepared draft laws of 
the Republic of Tajikistan "On amendments 
and additions to the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Tajikistan" (Articles 200, 201, 
202, 203  , 205 and 289), “On Amending the 
Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On Nar-
cotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and 
Precursors” (Article 2), which in 2021 were 
adopted and put into effect by the highest 
legislative body of the country.

According to statistics, by the end of 
2021, 4,749 drug addicts were registered 
nationwide.  However, the figures seem to 
be unreliable, as there are still people in 
communities who are chronically ill with 
this disease but self-medicate and are not 
under regular medical check-up at the drug 
abuse treatment facilities.

Timely registration of drug addicts and 
their treatment, enhanced social control 
over their behavior and shaping of an at-
mosphere of intolerance towards drug ad-
diction and traffic in drugs can help put an 
end to these adverse social circumstances.

The publication of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan “Review of the situation 
on narcotic drugs in the Republic of Ta-
jikistan” supports the fight against drug 
trafficking and promotion of the country's 
achievements in this area, and presents 
the readers, including law enforcement of-
ficers, relevant information and analytical 
materials.
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Today, the world community is encountered 
with such dangerous phenomena as illicit drug 
trafficking, arms smuggling, human trafficking, 
terrorism and extremism that every year take 
away lives of thousands of people and inflict on 
states great financial and economic damage.

With the global growth of drug dealings, the 
level of organization and involvement in illicit 
drug trafficking is reaching an ever wider range 
of people. According to the United Nations, such 
trends and processes can be observed in more 
than 170 countries of the world and the number of 
drug addicts has gone beyond millions of people.

It should be noted that illicit drug trafficking 
threatens the sustainable development, stability 
and security of many countries in the world, in-
cluding Tajikistan, and this peril primarily ema-
nates from Afghanistan.

Neighborhood with the Islamic Republic of 
Afghanistan, which is viewed one of the major 
producer and exporter of narcotic drugs in the 
world, cannot but influence the crime situation in 
our country. The state border of Tajikistan with 
Afghanistan of almost 1400 kilometers long is 

regarded as the first barrier to smuggling of nar-
cotic drugs to other countries through the Central 
Asian states.

For this reason, the national security issues 
are attached the paramount importance in Ta-
jikistan’s counter-narcotics programs given the 
military-political situation in bordering coun-
tries and their home and foreign policies since 
the drug control policies is both of domestic and 
international relevance.

The Founder of Peace and National Unity - Lead-
er of the Nation, President of the Republic of Tajik-
istan, His Excellency Emomali Rahmon, on January 
26, 2021, in his regular Address to the Majlisi Oli 
of the Republic of Tajikistan "The main directions 
of the republic's domestic and foreign policies" in 
connection with the threats of illicit drug traffick-
ing, noted: "Given the challenging situation in the 
region, the Government of Tajikistan attaches par-
amount importance to the continuous strengthen-
ing of border security and control, especially on the 
border line shared by Tajikistan and Afghanistan, 
and is taking the necessary measures to prevent 
illicit trafficking in drugs, weapons and extremist 

ADDRESSES

Rakhimzoda Ramazon
Minister of Interior of the  
Republic of Tajikistan,  
Colonel General of Militia 
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literature, and other transnational crimes along 
the state border line."

The contribution of law enforcement and se-
curity agencies, other relevant ministries and 
agencies, as well as local governments in imple-
mentation of the "National Drug Control Strat-
egy in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2030 
years", adopted by Decree of the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan on March 20, 2021, 
No.145, is viewed essential. 

In this regard, on the basis of this strategy the 
Ministry of Interior by its Order (dated from May 
12, 2021, number 322) endorsed the Plan of the 
Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Tajikistan 
on implementation of the requirements of the 
National Drug Control Strategy in the Republic 
of Tajikistan for 2021-2030" that was forwarded 
for performance to the ministry’s subdivisions.

Since 2017 to the present, the Ministry of In-
terior has been releasing a scientific, reference 
and analytical journal "Narkofront", which con-
tains articles and other scientific, reference and 
analytical materials related to illicit traffic in 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and pre-
cursors and the fight against it. The periodical 
also presents the improved methods of struggle 
in this area, the efforts consolidated for shaping 
public irreconcilable opinion against this peril, 
as well as for increase in the impact of drug ad-
diction prevention.

Also, the specified journal reflects the results 
of activities of interior bodies and other law en-
forcement agencies aimed at suppressing and 
combating illicit trafficking in narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and precursors in the 
Republic of Tajikistan.

It is worth mentioning that illicit drug traf-
ficking, being one of the most pressing issues of 
the world community, threatens as a disaster of 
the century the foundations of statehood, public 
health, human health and life, as well as the secu-
rity of states and nations all over the world. This 
cannot be viewed a challenge of one or several 
states, as it is a vital problem of the entire human 
civilization and states of the world, therefore, the 
opposition to this negative phenomenon should 

be carried out in a joint struggle.
In this regard, it is necessary for law enforce-

ment agencies, together with other entities in-
volved in the fight against illicit drug trafficking, 
to intensify their activities to suppress the com-
mission of such crimes and sustain in society a 
concept of irreconcilable opposition to this mor-
tal threat.

At the same time, the Drug Control Agency 
under the President of RT is preparing a jour-
nal "Review of the Situation on Narcotic Drugs 
in the Republic of Tajikistan", which reflects the 
results of work on counteraction of the spread of 
drugs, measures taken in this field by authorized 
authorities of the country in cooperation with 
international organizations.

This journal publishes detailed information 
on the results of the activities of the authorized 
bodies of the Republic of Tajikistan related to 
the fight against illicit drug trafficking and con-
trol over their legal trade, with the prevention of 
drug addiction, as well as materials on interna-
tional cooperation to counter this negative phe-
nomenon.

Thus, the "Review of the situation on narcotic 
drugs in the Republic of Tajikistan" sets out the 
main trends and processes of the criminal situa-
tion thereto in the country and the region, mea-
sures taken by Tajikistan Government, ministries 
and departments, as well as by international and 
civil society organizations in the field of the 
combat against drug trafficking and drug addic-
tion prevention.

It should be noted that in the light of im-
plementation of the instructions and decrees 
of the Government of the country in the field 
of the combat against crime, illicit drug traf-
ficking, as well as strengthening of the state 
border control and defense potential of the 
country, the units of the interior bodies, in 
cooperation with other military and law en-
forcement structures, are in the first line of 
the struggle and constantly carry out specific 
measures to suppress illicit drug trafficking, 
acts and crimes of organized transnational 
criminal drug gangs.

ADDRESSES
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The Republic of Tajikistan, as an integral 
part of the international community and a 
subject of international relations, from the 
first days of its independence, with a high 
understanding of its responsibility, resolute-
ly entered the arena of combating illicit drug 
trafficking.

In response, on April 12, 1996, the histori-
cal Decree of the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan “On urgent measures to strengthen 
the fight against illicit drug trafficking” was 
enacted.  In this regard, following the wise pol-
icies of the Leader of the Nation, the activities 
of the relevant bodies of the country were set 
going thereto.

The Head of the State said: “We are well 
aware of the consequences of the spread of 
drugs, which threaten not only the security 
of the state and the gene pool of our nation, 
but also cause the spread of crime, including 
international terrorism, pose a serious danger 
to the communities across the world, we are 

pursuing a policy aimed at resolute struggle 
against this negative phenomenon.”

According to the analysis of experts in the 
field of combating drug smuggling and illic-
it trafficking, the situation in this area in the 
countries of Central Asia, including Tajikistan, 
remains difficult to date. Given the challeng-
ing geographical location of Tajikistan, which 
shares a border of 1425 km with Afghanistan, 
our country is in the forefront of the fight 
against this scourge of the century and an 
alarming global threat.

Currently, the State Committee for Nation-
al Security of the Republic of Tajikistan pays 
serious attention to strengthening compre-
hensive cooperation in the field of combat-
ing the production and illicit drug trafficking.  
Therefore, we are making a lot of efforts to fur-
ther strengthen this cooperation and ensure 
its long-term and sustainable development at 
a high level.

Analysis and assessment of the incoming 

Saimumin Yatimov
Chairman of the State Committee for 
National Security of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Colonel General 
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information indicate that, despite the merci-
less struggle in the border regions against illic-
it drugs with  the parallel deployed operational 
activities of the State Committee for Nation-
al Security of RT and other law enforcement 
agencies of the country in the frontier  areas, 
the situation  is still complex and troubling.

At the same time, cultivation, processing 
and production of drugs in the northern re-
gions of Afghanistan tend to increase,  and 
caches and heroin production laboratories are 
still operating without interference.

Given the above, the territory of almost all 
the regions of Tajikistan bordering Afghani-
stan might be used to smuggle drugs into our 
country. Usually, drug traffickers for the trans-
fer of drugs choose the specific state border 
sections, taking into account the geographic 
and climatic conditions, including a water lev-
el in the river in certain time, and the specifics 
of the localities, as well as the means of trans-
portation and the capabilities of their accom-
plices.

With a view to reduce the threat of this 
global danger, in 2020, the State Committee 
for National Security of RT prepared an ad-hoc 
counter-narcotics plan. In fact, from the first 
months of 2021 a new stage in the fight against 
the scourge of the century began. The big ef-
forts made throughout this process, including 
operational activities carried out in border ar-
eas, have yielded the desired results. Thus, in 
2020, 1318 kg 770 g of drugs were seized from 
drug dealers, and 1800 kg 892 g in 2021.

The analyzes show that some areas of Gor-
no-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast  and 
Kulyab province, which share a border with 
Afghanistan provinces of Badakhshan, Takhor, 
Kunduz and Balkh, are the main corridors for 
the supply of drugs to Tajikistan.

Of the overall amount of drugs that have 
been seized by the State Committee for Na-
tional Security since 2011, 78% falls on Khat-

lon province, especially on Mir Sayyid Ali 
Hamadoni, Shamsiddin Shokhin, Farkhor and 
Pyanj districts.

It should be noted that in order to strength-
en activities in the field of combating drugs in 
2013, by decree of the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali Rah-
mon, the “National Counter-Narcotics Strate-
gy in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2013-2020” 
was approved, and this important act marked 
the beginning of a new stage of struggle for 
Tajikistan relevant authorities.

Thus, the goals of detecting and suppress-
ing drug smuggling and trafficking are consis-
tent with the following:

Creation of a single republican informa-
tion analytical center, which, functioning as 
a centralized body and analytical coordinator, 
will set going the activities of law enforce-
ment agencies in the main areas of the combat 
against illicit drug production and trafficking. 

Conducting joint operations, including in-
ternational ones, by the method of "controlled 
delivery" . by the country's security forces is a 
valuable experience and good example of co-
operation.

Strengthening professional ties with the 
relevant structures of the CIS member states, 
implementation of specific joint operation-
al activities within the framework of existing 
agreements.

At present, effective working cooperation 
of the State Committee for National Securi-
ty of the Republic of Tajikistan and the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan in protecting the consti-
tutional order, ruthlessly combating drug traf-
ficking, safeguarding the achievements of the 
Independence era, ensuring the security of the 
state, safety of citizens and society brings the 
expected results, and we are absolutely sure 
that such beneficial ties will continue to de-
velop and strengthen in the future.
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It is gratifying that the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan has prepared for release the 
next annual publication “Review of the Sit-
uation on Narcotic Drugs in the Republic of 
Tajikistan in 2021”.

Generally, the review presents informa-
tion about the drug situation and its trends 
and processes in Tajikistan and beyond, as 
well as analytical materials and forecasts for 
the coming years. At the same time, it pro-
vides the world community with information 
on implementation of anti-drug and preven-
tive programs, as well as on the achieve-
ments of the authorized bodies of the Re-
public of Tajikistan in the fight against illicit 
narcotics, control over drug legal trade, on 
drug addiction prevention and cooperation 
with specialized bodies of foreign countries 
and international organizations thereto.

From the outset of Tajikistan indepen-
dence to the present day, the country at a 

high political level has been taking import-
ant comprehensive and concrete measures 
in the field of prevention of drug addiction 
and illegal drug sale to reduce health and 
social consequences of these adverse events. 
Within this period, three state programs and 
two strategies including the "National Drug 
Control Strategy in the Republic of Tajiki-
stan for 2021-2030", have been adopted and 
implementing.

The implementation of a set of high-level 
measures has allowed creation of enabling 
conditions to identify and assess the major 
factors affecting the growth of drug addic-
tion. The specialized entities of the Ministry 
of Health and Social Protection of the Pop-
ulation of the Republic of Tajikistan have 
introduced modern technologies for the pre-
vention of drug addiction, research, treat-
ment and rehabilitation of patients.

The leadership of the Ministry of Health 
and Social Protection of the Population of 
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the Republic of Tajikistan counts all the at-
tainments in this area as the wise policies 
of the Founder of Peace and National Unity 
- the Leader of the Nation, the President of 
the country, His Excellency Emomali Rah-
mon.

What should be taken into consideration 
it is the annual input to this Review of ex-
perts and responsible persons of the drug 
abuse treatment industry of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection of the Popula-
tion of the Republic of Tajikistan, who col-
lect and submit departmental statistics to 
the Drug Control Agency as per the require-
ments of the order of the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan (dated February 27, 
2020, No. 15-f) that makes this publication 
possible.

As part of the mandate of the Coordinat-
ing Council for the Drug Abuse Prevention, 
a number of measures has been taken with 
the view to upgrading the regulatory legal 
framework on facilitation of access to nar-
cotic drugs and psychotropic substances for 
those in need and streamlining the proce-
dures of their legal turnover for social pro-
tection of drug addicts. 

Namely, the State institution "Nation-
al Center for Monitoring and Prevention of 
Drug Addiction" of the Ministry of Health 
and Social Protection of the Population of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, has prepared an 
update of the" Procedures for accounting, 
storage, distribution, dispensing and sale of 
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances” 
as well as the " Procedure for prescription 
and use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances for medicinal purposes", both 
submitted for approval to the Ministry of 
Interior of the Republic Tajikistan and the 
Drug Control Agency under the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan in accordance 
with the requirements of the decision of the 
Coordination Council for Drug Abuse Pre-
vention and on the basis of Articles 9, 11, 15 
of the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan "On 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and 
precursors".

The Ministry of Health and Social Pro-
tection of the Population of the Republic of 
Tajikistan avails itself the opportunity to ex-
press gratitude to the Drug Control Agency 
under the President of the Republic of Tajik-
istan for joint fruitful cooperation.

ADDRESSES
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Indeed, over the centuries, in every time and 
era, the role of information in the development 
of mankind and its thinking has been highly 
valued. Regardless of the fact that today, as a 
result of the development of information tech-
nologies, artificial intelligence in communica-
tion systems, the Internet and social networks 
are considered the most frequently used types 
of information, the influence of printed media, 
including periodicals and trade newspapers and 
magazines, has not decreased either, and the 
information they present has value to most sec-
tions of society.

In the modern era, sane recipients of infor-
mation, logically comprehending information 
from the Internet and social networks, which in 
many cases circulate deceit, distorted and delib-
erately false data, more effectively use printed 
information as a source of reliable data.

Really accurate information, reliable and ver-
ified, has such an impact on an individual that 
its correct perception can completely change his 
or her way of thinking. Therefore, the publica-
tion “Review of the situation on narcotic drugs 
in the Republic of Tajikistan” can be well valued, 
which, with an emphasis on accurate official 

information from the relevant ministries and 
departments of the country and international 
organizations in the field of drug control, is an-
nually prepared and published by the drug con-
trol authority under the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan.

Since this periodical presents reliable infor-
mation about the implemented measures against 
illicit drug trafficking and its prevention, analy-
sis of drug-related offenses, international coop-
eration in this field and other activities, it plays 
a worthy role in the fight against drug addiction 
and drug trafficking, and crime and criminality, 
and in raising public awareness thereto.

The fight against drug trafficking, along with 
other dangers and threats of the modern era, 
such as corruption, terrorism and extremism, 
organized transnational crime and cybercrime 
is considered one of the key factors in progress 
towards ensuring the rule of law, state security, 
stability and tranquility of society and the pro-
tection of human rights and freedoms. 

The Founder of Peace and National Unity, 
Leader of the Nation, the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali 
Rahmon, from the beginning of his mission, di-
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recting law enforcement and security agencies 
on the path of intensification of the fight against 
drug smuggling, extremism, terrorism, corrup-
tion and other organized crime, ensured calm 
and stability in society.

Therefore, what is needed in this area in order 
to suppress these negative phenomena, it is reg-
ular and effective use both by law enforcement 
agencies and civil society, means of influence 
that can help in prevention, counteraction and 
education and building public awareness, espe-
cially the younger generation.

From the onset to the present day, the Agen-
cy for State Financial Control and Combating 
Corruption of the Republic of Tajikistan, along 
with other Tajikistan law enforcement and secu-
rity agencies, having made the suppression and 
counteraction of drug trafficking one of the lines 
of their professional activities, carries out, with-
in its powers, the necessary measures to prevent, 
identify and eliminate the causes of committing 
drug-related offenses and conditions contribut-
ing to this type of crime.

In particular, at the meetings and talks that 
are held with people, according to approved plans, 
with the view to creation of an atmosphere of in-
tolerance towards the facts of corruption, a sep-
arate topic is necessarily devoted to the drug ad-
diction prevention and the condemnation of drug 
trafficking.

According to statistical reports, in the period 
of 2015-2020 and 9 months of 2021, a number 
of operational and search activities carried out 
by Tajikistan Anti-Corruption Agency against 
illegal drug traffic resulted in disclosure of 31 
crimes, detention of 46 persons and seizure of 
21.5 kg of heroin, 103.6 kg of opium, 229.4 kg of 
hashish, 6.9 kg of cannabis and 11,064 tablets of 
psychotropic substances weighing 2.1 kg. Each 
revealed fact was followed by a criminal case ini-
tiation, investigation and judicial trial.

At the same time, with the view to compli-
ance with the requirements of the Order of the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan “In the 
field of combating illicit trafficking in narcotic 
drugs, psychotropic substances and precursors, 

potent and poisonous substances” (as of Febru-
ary 27, 2020, No. 15-f) , during 2020 and 9 months 
of 2021, on the territory of Sughd province and 
Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast the An-
ti-Corruption Agency’s officers revealed 20,350 
bushes of wild-growing cannabis, which, after 
making final decision, were brought to the Drug 
Control Agency for incineration in accordance 
with the established procedure.

It should be noted that today cooperation of 
the two bodies for state financial control and 
fight against corruption, and for drug control 
in the areas of countering drug trafficking and 
corruption has been established at the appro-
priate level and is based on a legal framework 
reinforced by the Criminal Code and the Code 
of Administrative Offenses, and the state and 
sectoral programs and strategies.

If a dedicated anti-corruption body, along 
with other law enforcement agencies, is au-
thorized to detect and investigate drug-related 
crimes, then the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, in accor-
dance with the provisions of paragraph 6 of Arti-
cle 8 of the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On 
Combating Corruption”, is viewed as institution 
that directly counteracts corruption, and such 
powers and responsibilities of both entities en-
courage them to cooperate.

It is obvious that only collective efforts in 
countering corruption, terrorism and extrem-
ism, drug trafficking and other organized trans-
national crime can bring wishful results. In this 
regard, the Agency for State Financial Control and 
Combating Corruption of the Republic of Tajiki-
stan is willing to go on their cooperation at the 
appropriate level with law enforcement authori-
ties, especially with the Drug Control Agency un-
der the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, on 
prevention and combat against corruption, drug 
trafficking and other crimes and criminality.

In conclusion, once again appreciating the 
next publication “Review of the Situation on 
Narcotic Drugs in the Republic of Tajikistan” as 
an important endeavor, we request good luck 
and wish fulfilment to all DCA staff.

ADDRESSES
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Illicit drug trafficking, along with terrorism 
and extremism, viewed one of the sources of 
threat to the world community and the nation's 
gene pool, unfortunately goes on jeopardizing 
humanity in the 21st century and impeding the 
harmonious social, economic and political de-
velopment of states and regions.

It is this scourge of the century that has led to 
the fact that today millions of people are subject 
to drug addiction and die because of drug abuse.

Moreover, the predominant exposure of 
young people to drug use, together with other 
pressing problems of the world community, only 
enhance the threat making it fatal. Driven by the 
desire to get free income, drug dealers more in-
volve young people in their business all over the 
world. Tackling this problem has become global-
ly one of the top priority tasks.

From the first days of independence, Tajiki-
stan has supported any constructive and worth 
serious attention initiatives aimed at counterac-
tion of illicit drug trafficking and drug addiction, 
which are always under the control of the coun-
try’s leadership.

The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 

has repeatedly stated from the United Nations 
rostrum about its intentions and planned activ-
ities against this scourge of the century, calling 
on the world community to collective actions 
thereto.

The promising news is that Tajikistan's an-
ti-drug initiatives have found support of many 
authoritative countries of the world and interna-
tional organizations.

It should be recalled that Tajikistan is not a 
drug-producing country, but given its geograph-
ic location, along with Turkmenistan and Uz-
bekistan, it has turned into a transit state on the 
Northern Route.

The Founder of Peace and National Unity, the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, His Excel-
lency Emomali Rahmon, in his regular Address 
to the Parliament (Majlisi Oli) of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, stated that "The illicit drug trafficking 
is one of the sources of financing international 
terrorism and instabilities at the global level".

One of the most threatening facets of inter-
national terrorism is the illicit drug trafficking 
that serves the major source of its finance.

Every day on the globe, drug-related crimes al-
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loy the lives and future of many people, and pre-
maturely cut a thread of life of hundreds of people.

Through news agencies and channels, we can 
see, hear and witness that narcotic substances 
are not intended at all for pleasure, on the con-
trary, they are a deadly poison that could physi-
cally and mentally destroy the humankind.

Given this factor and with the view to elim-
ination of the threat to public security and 
health, from the first stages of independence, 
Tajikistan Government, having accessed several 
international conventions, viewed it necessary 
to endorse a number of relative normative acts. 
In this way, indidual structures have been creat-
ed, which scope of activities aims at addressing 
the above tasks.

The implementation of national strategies and 
state programs has become the factor that today 
our country, in comparison with other states, in-
cluding neighboring ones, has made substantial 
progress in the drug addiction prevention and 
counteraction of illicit drug trafficking.

One of the efforts of the Government of the 
country in the field of drug control is the creation 
of the Drug Control Agency under the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan. It is gratifying that 
the Agency directs all its forces and resources to 
fulfillment of its mission and other assignments.

In general, we can say that the efficient fight 
against illicit drug trafficking requires joint ef-
forts and collective undertakings of all states.

Tajikistan is well aware of the extent of its re-
sponsibility for identifying and suppressing the 
facts of smuggling and illegal drug trafficking 
and undoubtedly seeks for increase in the coun-
try’s capacities to counter this threat.

The Customs Administration under the Gov-
ernment of the Republic of Tajikistan, also car-
rying out significant work in this area, is making 
efforts to implement in practice the policy of the 
Government of the country.

So, in the period of 1992-2020, the customs 
authorities, making their own input in the com-
bat against illicit drug trafficking, disclosed 1106 
cases of drug smuggling and seized more than 3 
tons 183.099 kg of drugs, over 56,000 cannabis 
bushes and 41,827 kg 89 g of precursors.

Moreover, in cooperation with other Tajik-

istan law enforcement agencies, they reported 
on seizure of 517 kg 538 g of drugs and 37940 
tablets of "diazepam".

In the course of just nine months of 2021 , the 
activities of the customs authorities brought to 
seizure of 1 kg 121.776 g of narcotic drugs, in-
cluding hashish - 992 g and opium -131.776 g.

Also, pursuant to the Order of the Executive 
Office of the President of the Republic of Tajik-
istan (No. 6160 (31-3) dated May 19, 2021), the 
nationwide Operation Kuknor-2021 scheduled in 
two stages started on June 1, 2021 and ended in 
November 30, 2021.

Within its framework, the regional customs 
administrations in GBAO and Sughd province 
carried out large-scale activities to find out and 
suppress illegal drug trafficking, blocking the 
routes of illicit drug supply across the state bor-
der, identifying and eraditicating wild-growing 
narcotic plants on the territory of the country.

As part of the first stage of operation "Ku-
knor-2021" the operational-search measures 
carried out on a total area of 138 hectares, in-
cluding fallow non-arable land of Shugnan and 
Vanj districts, agricultural arable land of Undzhi 
jamoat of B. Gafurov district and Tabushni vil-
lage of jamoat Paldorak, Matcha district, ended 
up in 10 findings of wild growing cannabis plants 
and eradication of 30065 cannabis bushes.

It can be said with confidence that the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, including this publication 
“Review of the Situation on Narcotic Drugs in 
the Republic of Tajikistan”, play their own im-
portant role in implementation of the country’s 
drug control policies. This periodical makes it 
possible to provide readers with the necessary 
information and is a guide for those who, making 
all their efforts and endeavours, combat against 
drug smuggling.

I am sure that the DCA staff, without losing 
political vigilance and sharpness, will do more to 
fulfill the tasks assigned to them.

In this regard, I’d like to wish them good luck 
and success in their work. In addition, I avail my-
self of the opportunity to wish the population of 
the country and all people of the world a drug-
free life and family happiness.

ADDRESSES
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Drugs and Crime

Tajikistan is one of the few countries in the 
region to have a dedicated institution – the Drug 
Control Agency (DCA) under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan – to prevent and combat 
drug trafficking and its negative consequences, and 
I would like to congratulate the DCA on the publi-
cation of this report. 

Illicit drug cultivation, production and traffick-
ing continue to pose a serious threat to the safety, 
health and well-being of individuals and communi-
ties across the world. Plant-based substances have 
been joined by hundreds of synthetic drugs, many 
of which do not fall under international control, 
and non-medical use of pharmaceutical drugs is a 
growing concern. The sale of drugs over the darknet 
in Central Asia is also increasing.

Tajikistan, which shares a border of over 1,300 
km with Afghanistan, plays an important role in 
countering illicit drug trafficking, especially along 
the northern route for opiates. In addition to pro-
ducing most of the world’s opium, Afghanistan has 

also become a source of methamphetamine. The 
current situation in the country presents new chal-
lenges, and urgent efforts are needed, including to 
prevent the exploitation of the drug economy as a 
source of financing by terrorist groups. 

I had the privilege of visiting Tajikistan in De-
cember 2020 and meeting our partners in person, 
including Mr. Habibullo Vohidzoda, Director of the 
DCA. We discussed a number of pivotal follow-up 
actions, including in response to the situation in 
Afghanistan, and I am grateful to Tajikistan for its 
continued engagement. 

Tajikistan is an active participant in global 
and regional counter-narcotics efforts, including 
through the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
on sub-regional drug control cooperation; the Cen-
tral Asian Regional Information and Coordination 
Centre (CARICC); the Inter-Regional Network of 
Customs Authorities and Port Control Units un-
der the Global Container Control Programme; the 
Judicial Cooperation Network for Central Asia and 
Southern Caucasus, or CASC Network; and the Par-
is Pact Initiative. 

I also welcome Tajikistan’s contribution to UN-
ODC border security and cross-border cooperation 
initiatives which have enhanced counter-narcot-
ics capacities at border crossing points, including 
through the construction and renovation of 11 bor-
der posts and outposts on the Tajik-Afghan border, 
the establishment of Border Liaison Offices and by 
further strengthening Port Control Units.

These annual reports published by the DCA 
provide valuable insights and have become an im-
portant contribution to regional trend analysis, to 
inform evidence-based prevention and treatment 
programmes, as well as monitoring and early warn-
ing mechanisms for counter-narcotics efforts.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
Government of Tajikistan for its partnership with 
UNODC, including through the recently launched 
Programme for Central Asia and the Regional Pro-
gramme for Afghanistan and Neighbouring Coun-
tries 2022-2025.

UNODC is committed to continuing our close 
cooperation with Tajikistan to address the chal-
lenges of illicit drugs and related illicit flows to pro-
tect the health and well-being of people. Together, 
we can work for a Central Asia that is healthy, safe, 
and secure, free from the threats posed by orga-
nized crime and drug use, and confident in the in-
tegrity of the justice system to provide access to 
services for all.
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Only State independence laid the founda-
tion in the Republic of Tajikistan to deter-
mine for today and for the future the correct 
path for all aspects of the country's life lead-
ing to a sovereign and secular state.

Founder of Peace and National Unity - 
Leader of the Nation, President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emomali 
Rahmon from the first days of the country's 
independence made efforts and took pains, 
first of all, to strengthen new state founda-
tions, peace, stability and national unity, and 
to step confidently towards achieving the bet-
ter results, further raising the country’s influ-
ence and prestige in the international arena.

History bears witness that throughout this 
timeline the Tajik nation overcame a great 
deal of hardships and difficulties, having pre-
served the achievements of its civilization, 
such as native language, science, culture and 
national mentality.

In order to protect the security of the state 
and society, the National Army and other 
competent structures and bodies were estab-
lished, and the State Flag and Emblem, An-
them and the Constitution - symbols of the 
country's independence were accepted.

Tajikistan, which relatively recently gained 
independence, from the early nineties of the 
last century faced an imposed civil war that 
caused the paralysis of all state structures.

June 27, 1997, when the Agreement on 
Peace-Building and National Accord was 
signed between the Government of Tajiki-
stan and the opposition, was proclaimed the 
Day of National Unity. This great success, 
achieved in extremely difficult conditions, 

has led to the lasting stability and well-being 
of one single state and nation, and today this 
experience is recognized by the world com-
munity as a model.

The President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
H.E. Emomali Rahmon, in his regular speech-
es and addresses does appraise independence 
and national unity as the greatest and most 
precious attainment of the Tajik nation.

During the period of independence, the 
Republic of Tajikistan, in order to progress 
and develop all the country's socio-economic 
sectors, adopted and implemented a number 
of regulatory legal acts fostering achievement 
of the four great national strategic goals on 
the way to a prosperous and developed coun-
try - ensuring energy independence, breaking 
the communication deadlock, ensuring food 
security and rapid industrialization of the 
country.

These goals strengthen the country's so-
cio-economic policies, and in this process, 
the development of the industrial sector is 
recognized as one of the leading factors of 
the national economy growth, ensuring regu-
lar employment for the population, essential 
source of the country's budget revenue and a 
way to solve social problems.

Thus, during independence, with the at-
traction of domestic and foreign investments, 
hundreds of small and large enterprises/busi-
nesses have started their operation in such 
sectors as light industry, metallurgy, food 
production, mining and processing of miner-
als, the chemical industry and production of 
construction materials and achieved sustain-
able development.

DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN  
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The country’s stable development shows 
that Tajikistan Government during the period 
of independence, paying special attention to 
ensuring the country’s food security, carried 
out the necessary measures through the ag-
ricultural sector reform and the implementa-
tion of dozens of sectoral programs, includ-
ing update of the organizational and legal 
framework of farms, introducing turnover of 
fallow lands, widespread establishment of 
re-sowing, increasing the area of orchards 
and vineyards and ensuring land users' access 
to sources of finance.

In this process, there was ensured transi-
tion to a market economy system, introduc-
tion of various forms of ownership, introduc-
tion of the national currency, modernization 
of the structure of the economy in connection 
with the efficient use of production and ser-
vice resources and capacities, upgrade of the 
finance and banking system, development of 
entrepreneurship, improvement of the in-
vestment climate and development of social 
industries.

Tajikistan energy sector is considered to 
be one of the main sectors ensuring state-
hood development and has a significant im-
pact on the socio-economic development of 
the country in general.

In this regard, the construction and 
commissioning of several large hydropow-
er plants, high-voltage power lines and 
high-capacity electrical substations, and 
especially the commissioning of the large 
national electric power facility "Rogun Hy-
droelectric Power Station" can ensure a de-
cent life for present and future generations 
and turn Tajikistan into a country of electric 
light and radiance.

According to international experts, today 
Tajikistan by the share of “green energy” pro-
duction is rated the top six countries.

Along with this, 3,030 general secondary 
schools for 651 000 seats were constructed 
and reconstructed, and the overall number 
of higher educational institutions increased 
from 13 to 41.

During the period of state independence, 
1258 new facilities were built and commis-
sioned in the health care and social protec-
tion sectors. Their overall number increased 
from 2862 in 1991 to 4369 in 2020

Now Tajikistan is making confident steps 
towards development, being the champion 
in the region in many respects. The growing 
economy has turned Tajikistan into an ex-
porting country. 

The state culture, being also properly rep-
resented on the world stage, has strength-
ened the country’s authority and influence. 
The construction of museums, theaters, cul-
tural centers, recreation parks, squares and 
avenues in every city and region of the coun-
try can confirm the above.

 During the period of independence, due to 
outstanding undertakings and initiatives of 
the Head of State, Navruz- the national holi-
day of Tajiks, acquired world status. The good 
traditions and customs of Navruz are accept-
ed as the best example of the Aryan civiliza-
tion by various peoples of the world and have 
enriched their national spiritual values and 
cultures. 

The Chairman of the UNESCO Intergov-
ernmental Committee for the Safeguarding of 
the Intangible Cultural Heritage, H.E. Rupun 
Prizvirachsing, has officially stated that the 
nomination "Chakan - the art of embroidery 
in the Republic of Tajikistan" was accepted 
and entered the List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage of Humanity.

It should be mentioned that this initiative 
for protection and popularization of the her-
itage of ancestors, the presentation of folk 

DEVELOPMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN  
IN THE PERIOD OF INDEPENDENCE



26

REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2021

arts and the rich ancient culture of the Tajik 
people in the international arena is consid-
ered one of the important attainments.

Similarly, the ancient city of Sarazm and 
the National Park of Tajikistan have been also 
incorporated into the UNESCO Cultural Her-
itage List.

The development of the economy and en-
suring the safety of citizens attracted thou-
sands of foreign tourists visiting Tajikistan 
every year.

In order to improve the socio-economic 
situation of the country's regions, ensure reg-
ular employment of the population and stim-
ulate the economic activity of the country's 
residents, the Founder of Peace and National 
Unity, Leader of the Nation, President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Emomali Rah-
mon, proclaimed 2019-2021 “Years of Rural 
Development, Tourism and Folk Crafts” and 
the timeframe of preparation for worthy cel-
ebration of the 30th anniversary of state in-
dependence.

As part of the above initiatives, over 25 
000 social and industrial facilities were built 
and put into operation in cities and regions 
all across the country that contributed to the 
creation of thousands upon thousands of new 
jobs and the solution of many social prob-
lems.

With the acquisition of a well-deserved 
prestige in the international arena as a re-
liable and benevolent partner, due to the 
increased status of Tajikistan in the human 
community and shaping of a peaceful and 
balanced foreign policy of "open doors", Ta-
jikistan has received recognition as one of the 
proactive countries in addressing a number of 
global challenges such as water and energy 
security, environmental protection and cli-
mate change. 

As a result, today the world community 

knows Tajikistan as the state being advanced 
in addressing main global challenges. Now 
at the national, regional and global level, the 
fourth initiative of Tajikistan for the interna-
tional decade of action "Water for Sustainable 
Development" for 2008-2018, adopted by the 
United Nations, is being implemented.

During the period of independence, Tajik-
istan, having established diplomatic ties with 
180 countries of the world, is an active mem-
ber of influential international and regional 
organizations. On this basis, friendly rela-
tions and cooperation with the closest neigh-
bors - the countries of Central Asia, as well 
as with the Commonwealth of Independent 
States, having a special status in the system 
of international relations of Tajikistan, and 
other countries of the world tend to strength-
ening in all directions. 

With the view to ensuring decent living 
conditions for the people, Tajikistan enacted 
the laws “On the ordering of traditions, cel-
ebrations and ceremonies in the Republic of 
Tajikistan” and “On the responsibility of par-
ents for the education and upbringing of chil-
dren”, which have contributed to the educa-
tion and fostering of the younger generation, 
convenances and morality of youth today at-
tracted the attention of the world community 
and are regarded as a good practice.

It is worth recalling that the successes 
achieved over the years of independence in-
spired Tajikistan for the confident steps on 
the path of development, making significant 
progress in the implementation of politi-
cal, social and economic reforms towards 
the creation of a sovereign and independent 
state. We can say with confidence that in the 
future the above attainments will also con-
tribute to ensuring a peaceful life for the 
people and sustainable development of the 
country.
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THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE  
REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN MAKING-UP  

OF TAJIKISTAN ANTI-DRUG POLICIES

Tajikistan from the first days of gaining 
its independence under the wise guidance of 
the Founder of Peace and National Unity - the 
Leader of the Nation, the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, H.E. Emomali Rahmon, 
sensing the danger of the tragic consequences 
of illicit drug trafficking for the gene pool of 
the nation and national security prepared the 
organizational and legal foundations to inten-
sify the merciless fight against this negative 
phenomenon.

In particular, the main legal framework is 
constituted by the United Nations (UN) Sin-
gle Convention on Narcotic Drugs of 1961, the 
UN Convention on Psychotropic Substances 
1971, the Convention against Illicit Traffic in 
Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substanc-
es of 1988, the Decree of the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan “On urgent measures to 
strengthen the fight against illicit drug traf-
ficking”, State Program of Basic Measures to 

Combat Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances for 1996-1998, 
National Counter-Narcotics Strategy of the 
Republic of Tajikistan for 2013-2020, the Na-
tional Drug Control Strategy of the Republic of 
Tajikistan for 2021-2030.

On this basis, back in 1994, in the structure 
of the interior bodies, separate special units 
were created to combat illicit drug trafficking.

With scaling up of the threat of drugs to na-
tional security and public health, realizing the 
need to create a special body in this industry, 
Tajikistan, under the leadership of a wise and 
far-sighted Head of the State, took timely ad-
ditional measures to address this problem.

To this end, on April 27, 1999 in Vienna, the 
Austrian Republic, the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, H.E. Emomali Rahmon and 
UN Deputy Secretary General H.E. Pino Ar-
lakki signed a Protocol on the establishment, 
with the UN financial support, of the Drug 

THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN  
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Control Agency under the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, on the basis of which, by 
Tajikistan Presidential Decree on June 1, 1999, 
a new specialized law enforcement agency was 
established - the Drug Control Agency under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

The experience of the past years and the re-
sults of the Agency's activities have confirmed 
the timeliness and foresight of the initiative of 
the President of Tajikistan to create, with the 
support of the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
and donor countries, a special authorized body 
in the field of drug control.

The creation of the Drug Control Agency 
under the President of the Republic of Tajik-
istan was rated as one of the most successful 
UN projects in the region.

With the view to capacity-building of the 
recently created specialized body and inten-
sifying the activities of other relevant bod-
ies, the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On 
Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and 
Precursors”, the Decree of the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan “On Establishment of 
the Coordinating Council for the Drug Abuse 
Prevention” and a number of sectoral regula-
tory legal acts were adopted. They became the 
basis for resolving problems in the field of the 
combat against smuggling of drugs, their legal 
control and prevention of drug addiction.

The leader of the nation, H.E. Emomali 
Rahmon, constantly paying special attention 
to performance of Tajikistan law enforcement 
and security agencies has entrusted relevant 
responsibilities to the bodies involved thereto. 
As a result of these efforts, Tajikistan has be-
come a robust barrier to drug smuggling to the 
countries of the region. Given this, the con-
tribution of the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan to ensuring stability and tranquility 
through the counteraction of the drug threat 
in Tajikistan and in the countries of the region 
is highly appreciated.

From the first days of the country's inde-
pendence, the President of Tajikistan, sup-
porting useful and effective initiatives aimed 
at counteraction of illicit drug trafficking and 

drug addiction, at the same time presented 
to the world community a number of his own 
proposals, supported by many authoritative 
countries of the world and international or-
ganizations. The following international-level 
initiatives forwarded by Tajikistan President 
can be recalled:

- Creation of a security belt around Afghan-
istan (at the UN General Assembly, 1998);

- Creation of the Drug Control Agency un-
der the President of the Republic of Tajikistan 
(Dushanbe, June 1999);

- Creation of a coalition against drugs (UN 
General Assembly, New York, 2003);

- Creation of the Anti-Drug Center of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization in Du-
shanbe (meeting of the Council of Heads of the 
SCO member states, June 2006, Shanghai);

- on the eve of convening of the UN Assem-
bly Special Session on Countering World Drug 
Problem in 2016, holding of a High-level Inter-
national Conference on Consolidation of Ef-
forts of International Anti-Drug Cooperation 
(Dushanbe, May 2015);

- the creation, under the auspices of the UN 
Office on Drugs and Crime, of an Internation-
al Special Working Group to carry out studies 
and estimate an actual scope of drug smug-
gling along the Northern Route (Dushanbe, 
May 2019).

Putting forward of Tajikistan new initia-
tives and implementation of those previously 
announced, the development of international 
cooperation in countering the threat of drugs 
are conditioned on trends and processes of the 
drug situation in the region and the world, as 
well as on the search for new ways of address-
ing the problems that arise in this area.

Implementation of the wise policies in the 
past 20 years alone has resulted in the seizure 
by Tajikistan law enforcement agencies of 125 
tons of drugs.

According to experts, this amount of drugs 
could destroy the lives of more than 53 million 
people and make many families unhappy.

It is worth mentioning that regular imple-
mentation of the necessary measures in recent 

CHAPTER I. ACHIEVEMENTS OF TAJIKISTAN DURING  
THE THIRTY - YEAR PERIOD OF INDEPENDENCE 



29

REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2021

years has brought to decrease in the amount of 
drugs smuggled through Tajikistan.

These evidences, testifying to the efficient 
activities of the authorized bodies of Tajik-
istan in this area, once again emphasize the 
importance of strengthening the state border 
control as one of the ways to effectively count-
er terrorism and the sources of its financing.

One of the mechanisms to combat against 
this occurrence and stabilize the situation on 
narcotic drugs is international cooperation of 
Tajikistan with other states and organizations 
since in the fight against this negative phe-
nomenon it is extremely difficult to achieve 
the desired result alone.

Understanding the essence of this challenge 
and under the wise leadership of the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Emoma-
li Rahmon, intergovernmental agreements in 
the field of drug control were signed with 17 
countries. Also, Tajikistan law enforcement 
agencies have concluded a number of interde-
partmental agreements in this industry, and 
the Drug Control Agency alone has reached 26 
such agreements.

Also, with the constant support of the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. 
Emomali Rahmon and in the framework of 
implementation of bilateral agreements, do-
nor countries and international organizations 
constantly provide financial, material and 
technical assistance to the relevant ministries 
and departments, especially to the Drug Con-
trol Agency under the President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan. In particular, over the past 
10 years, the administrative buildings of the 
Agency's departments in Murghab, Ishkashim, 
Darvaz, Lakhsh, Farkhor districts, the cities of 
Kulyab, Tursunzoda, Istaravshan, Isfara and 
Dushanbe were built and commissioned. The 
offices were provided and outfit with transport 
means, special technique, as well as with the 
necessary equipment.

With a view to introduction to the interna-
tional community of the efforts of Tajikistan 
Government in the field of drug control and 
according to the instructions and orders of the 

Leader of the Nation, H.E. Emomali Rahmon, 
the Agency annually compiles the publication 
"Review of the situation on narcotic drugs in 
the Republic of Tajikistan", presented by the 
Agency leadership at the regular sessions of 
the UN Commission on Drugs and Crime, in-
cluding the UNODC experts and staff, repre-
sentatives of diplomatic missions and interna-
tional organizations.

After the country’s independence, the of-
ficers of the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, along 
with other law enforcement and security agen-
cies, are proudly and loyally involved in the 
fight against crime and in the measures to se-
cure public order, being part of the develop-
ment of all societal facets.

One of the great merits of the Leader of 
the Nation, President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan, H.E. Emomali Rahmon is the timely 
enactment of relevant decrees, far-sighted in-
structions and orders and the creation of other 
legal frameworks in the field of drug control; 
this can be proved by decrease in the level of 
drug addiction from 8,645 people in 2008 to 
4,840 in 2021.

The Founder of Peace and National Unity, 
Leader of the Nation, President of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, H.E.Emomali Rahmon, in his 
speech in connection with taking of the oath 
of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, 
emphasized:

 “I am sure that Tajikistan has a bright fu-
ture, and we, together with the respected 
people, our cultured and civilized nation, will 
make our beloved Motherland prosperous, 
beautiful and strong, and further strengthen 
its image in the international arena.”

Supporting the words of the Head of State 
and the aforementioned achievements of the 
period of independence, the staff of the Agen-
cy, along with protecting the well-being of the 
people of the country, strive to make their be-
loved country even more prosperous, beautiful 
and joyful and make efforts to sustain the out-
standing achievements of the period of Tajiki-
stan independence.

THE ROLE OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN  
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 Drug-related offenses
Republic of Tajikistan in 2021 reported on 

707 crimes associated with illicit drug trafficking, 
which is just 7 crimes more than in 2020.

The crimes classified under article 200 of the 
Criminal Code of the Republic of Tajikistan (illicit 
trafficking of narcotic drugs and psychotropic sub-
stances with a view to their sale) accounted for the 
largest share of all drug-related offenses recorded 
nationwide in 2021 and totaled 537 crimes, which 
is 5% more than in 2020. 

In 2021, 83 crimes fell under Article 201 of the 
Criminal Code of RT (unlawful handling of narcot-

ic drugs and psychotropic substances), which is 8 
crimes or 9% less than in 2020. Thus, the proportion 
of crimes under this article in the overall amount of 
drug-related offenses went down to 12%.

The share of other crimes associated with drug 
trafficking registered in 2020-2021 was 3-4%.

In addition, it was reported on 56 crimes clas-
sified under Article 289 of the Criminal Code of 
the Republic of Tajikistan (smuggling) in 2021, 
which is 19 crimes or 25.3% less than in 2020.  Of 
the overall number of crimes classified under this 
article, 37 offenses or 66.1% accounted for Khat-
lon province.

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES

Drug-related offenses registered in 2020-2021 (by article of the Criminal Code of RT)
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In 2021, an increase in the number of drug-re-
lated offenses was noted in a number of regions 
of Tajikistan. In Khatlon province, compared to 
2020, the overall number of drug-related crimes 
increased by 2.2% and totaled 233. In Sughd prov-
ince, 165 crimes were recorded, thereby increasing 
by 5.1%.  Direct Run Districts (DRDs) reported on 

61 drug-related crimes, which is 35.6% more than 
in 2020.

Dushanbe city reported on 203 drug-related 
offenses, which is 4.7% less than in 2020.  In Gor-
no-Badakhshan Autonomous Oblast (GBAO), the 
overall number of drug-related crimes also de-
creased by 21.1% from 57 in 2020 to 45 in 2021.

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES



32

REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2021

3 
 

 
  

280

196

227

39
58

328

239
218

31

99

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Dushanbe Khatlon province Sughd province GBAO DRD

2020
2021

 Detentions due to commission of drug-related 
offenses in the Republic of Tajikistan 

The nationwide number of those detained in 
2021 for drug-related offenses totaled 915 individu-
als, which is 115 people or 14.4% more than in 2020.

In 2021, compared to 2020, the number of de-
tainees in Dushanbe increased by 17.1% (from 280 
to 328 people), in Khatlon province by 21.9% (from 
196 to 239 individuals) and in DRDs by 70.7% (from 

58 to 99 persons).
In Sughd province, the number of detainees de-

creased by 4% (from 227 to 218 persons).  In GBAO, 
there was also decline in detention of those who 
committed drug-related offences (from 39 to 31 
people).

Like previous years, the number of female de-
tentions repeatedly stayed at a low level, although 
it went up from 19 to 28.

Number of detainees due to committing drug-related offenses in 2020-2021

The majority of detainees are over the age of 30.  
Their share was 72% in 2021vs.78% in 2020.

The share of detained persons aged 18-29 
reached 27% in 2021 vs. 22% in 2020.

Only few cases of detention of minors due to 
drug-related offenses was recorded in the coun-
try in 2021 when just three minors were taken 
into custody due to this type of crime (1 adoles-
cent in 2020).

 Convicts of drug-related offenses
In 2021, Tajikistan reported on 10,349 convicts 

of general crimes, which is 1% or 109 people less 
than in 2020 (10,458 individuals). Of the overall 
number of convicts, 839 people, including 24 wom-
en, were convicted of drug-related offenses.

In 2021, of the overall number of inmates the 
share of convicted drug offenders was 8%, which is 
1% more than in 2020.

Ratio of drug-related offenses registered in 2020-2021 (disaggregated by region)
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In 2021, the overall number of those previously 
convicted of drug-related offenses was 88, which is 
16 persons or 22% more than in 2020.

In addition, it was reported in 2021 that 57 
inmates were diagnosed drug addiction vs. 76 in 
2020.

 Foreign citizens detained in the Republic of 
Tajikistan due to commission of drug-related crimes

A downward trend in the overall number of for-
eign detainees due to drug-related offenses contin-
ued in 2021.  As in previous years, the majority are 

Afghan nationals detained in the districts border-
ing Afghanistan.

Tajikistan in 2021 reported on the following de-
tentions:

- 8 Afghanistan nationals, who were seized 261 
kg of drugs, including 6 kg of heroin, 20 kg 700 g of 
opium, 217 kg of cannabis family drugs and 17 kg 
260 g of psychotropic substances;

- 2 citizens of Uzbekistan, who were seized 568 
kg of drugs, including 79 kg of heroin, 169 kg of opi-
um and 320 kg of cannabis family drugs.

Number of foreign citizens detained in the Republic of Tajikistan  
due to committing drug related offenses (2020-2021) 
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 Tajikistan nationals detained due to committing 
drug-related offenses in foreign countries in 2021 

According to data received from law enforcement 

agencies of foreign states as of 2021, 637 citizens of 
the Republic of Tajikistan were detained overseas 
due to commission of drug-related offenses.

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES
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Types of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and their precursors  
seized from Tajikistan nationals detained abroadin 2021

According to available information, of the over-
all number of citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan 
detained yearly due to illicit drug trafficking over-
seas, a larger number falls on the Russian Federa-
tion.

This trend was also observed in 2021 since 630 
people were detained in the Russian Federation 
and were seized 173 kg 112 g of narcotic drugs.
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The percentage of Tajikistan nationals detained 
in Russia is 98,7% of the overall number of citizens 
of the Republic of Tajikistan arrested abroad.

Distribution by place of detention is as follows:
• 90 persons in Moscow (age profile: 20-29 

years old 65 persons; 17 persons aged 30-39, 7 per-
sons aged 40-49 and 1 person of 50 years old);

• 48 persons in Moscow region (age profile: 2 

Tajikistan nationals detained outside the 
country for committing crimes associated with 
illicit drug trafficking, in total were seized 437 
kg 175 g of narcotic drugs, including heroin (222 

kg 579 g), cannabis family drugs (201 kg 518 g), 
opium (6 kg 310 g), psychotropic substances (6 
kg 227 g), other narcotic drugs (530 g) and acetic 
acid (11 g).

Number of Tajikistan nationals detained in foreign countries due to committing  
drug-related offenses and the amount of drugs they were seized (2020-2021)
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Number and age profile of Tajikistan nationals detained  
in the regions of  the Russian Federation in 2021

In 2021, 15 women were detained due to commit-
ting drug-related offenses, which made up 3.3% of 
the overall number of Tajikistan nationals detained 
overseas.  All of them were arrested in the Russian 
Federation and were seized 5 kg 344 g of narcotic 
drugs, including 5 kg 324 g of heroin, 1 g of metham-
phetamine and 19.9 g of other types of drugs.

Due to analysis, it was established that of the 
overall number of Tajikistan nationals detained 
due to drug trafficking, 9 were wanted, and 23 were 
previously convicted of various crimes.

As regards the Central Asian countries, in 2021, 
7 citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan were de-
tained there due to drug trafficking and were seized 
264 kg 74 g of narcotic drugs.

Of them:
- in the Republic of Kazakhstan, 2 individuals 

(vs. 9 in 2020), who were seized 12 g (in 2020 - 49 g) 
of narcotic drugs;

- in the Republic of  Kyrgyzstan, 3 individuals 
(vs. 4 in 2020), who were seized 11 kg 521 g of drugs 
(7 kg 812 g in 2020), including 9 kg 521 g of hashish 
and 2 kg of heroin;

- in the Republic of Uzbekistan, 2 individuals 
(vs.7 in 2020), who were seized 252 kg 530 g of drugs 
(2 kg 390 g in 2020), including, 87 kg 005 g of heroin, 
161 kg 125 g of  cannabis and 4 kg 400 g of opium.

 Administrative drug-related offenses
If in 2021, compared to 2020, the number of 

registered drug-related crimes remained almost 
unchanged, then the number of recorded admin-
istrative offenses associated with drug trafficking 
decreased by 47% from 1170 to 616 offenses.

Tajikistan also reported on 642 individuals, in-
cluding 11 women and 4 minors, brought to admin-
istrative liability due to commission of drug-relat-
ed offenses.
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persons aged 19-29; 17 persons aged 30-39 years 
old and 7 persons aged 40-49);

• 36 persons in Chelyabinsk region (age profile: 
25 persons of 9-29 years old and 11 persons aged 
30-39 years);

• 17 persons in Sverdlovsk region (age profile: 
14 persons aged 20-29, 2 persons of 30-39 years old 
and 1 person aged over 50).

• 23 people in Volgograd oblast (age profile: 18 

people of 20-29 years old and 5 people aged 30-39),
• 9 persons in Altai Territory (age profile: 8 per-

sons aged 20-29 and 1 person of 50 years old).
The above six regions account for the largest 

number of detained Tajikistan nationals in com-
parison with other regions of the Russian Federa-
tion, which is 50% or 223 persons. The rest Tajik-
istan citizens were arrested in other 38 regions of 
the Russian Federation.

DRUG-RELATED CRIMES AND ADMINISTRATIVE OFFENSES
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Tajikistan law enforcement and security agen-
cies in 2021 reported on seizure of 4 083 kg of nar-

SEIZURES OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES  
AND PRECURSORS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

cotic drugs, which is 1 658 kg or 68.4% more than 
in 2020.

Amount of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances seized  
by Tajikistan law enforcement and security agencies, 2020-2021
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Of the overall amount of drugs seized in Tajiki-
stan, 2 388 kg or 58% were seized in the second half-
2021. Whereas in the first and second six months of 
2020, the amounts of the seized drugs were almost 

equal: 49% and 51%, respectively.
In 2021, compared to 2020, the drug seizures in-

creased across all the regions of the country, with 
the exception of Direct Run Districts.

Ratio of seizures of narcotic drugs and psychotropic  
substances, 2020-2021 (disaggregated by region) 

Every year, Khatlon province accounts for over 
half of all nationwide drug seisures. In 2021, this 
figure was 58.6% or 2 392 kg, which is 67.1% more 

than in 2020. Most of the drugs were seized in the 
five districts bordering Afghanistan: Hamadoni, 
Pyanj, Shakhritus, Jaykhuni and Sh. Shokhin.
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Seizures of drugs and psychotropic substances in the  
border districts of Khatlon province, 2020-2021
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Dushanbe city reported in 2021 on seizure of 
977.9 kg of drugs, which is 91% more than in 2020. 
Tajikistan capital also recorded 46.4% increase in 
opium seizure, 5 times rise in heroin seizure and 
2-fold upturn in seizure of the cannabis group 
drugs.

In Sughd province, 335.5 kg of drugs were seized 
in 2021, of which 310 kg are cannabis family drugs 
and 25.4 kg are opiates. Compared to 2020, the 
amount of drugs seized in 2021 increased by 29.6%.

Almost 253 kg of drugs were seized in GBAO in 

2021, which is 3.1 times more than in 2020. The 
bulk of the seized drugs, and this is 92%, is hashish.

DRDs accounted for 125.2 kg of the drugs seized 
in 2021, of which 30.6 kg and 85 kg were opium 
and hashish, respectively. Compared to 2020, the 
amount of the seized drugs dropped by 12.3%.

 Opiates seizures 
In 2021, in the overall seizures of narcotic drugs 

and psychotropic substances, the share of opiates, 
cannabis group drugs and psychotropic substances 
was 21%, 77% and 2%, respectively. 

Ratio of amounts of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances seized in  
Tajikistan (2020-2021, disaggregated by type)
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Tajikistan reported on two-fold increase in 
heroin seizures in 2021, compared to 2020, vs. 

opium seizures that tended to decrease from 789 
kg to 594 kg.
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Ratio of opium and heroin seizures, 2020-2021

5 
 

 
  

788,8

118,5

593,9

251,9

0

200

400

600

800

1000

opium heroin

kg

2020 2021

Increase in seizures of opium family drugs 
was primarily noted in Dushanbe city (from 25 
kg to 125 kg). At the same time, upturn in heroin 

seizures was also reported in Khatlon province 
(from 79 kg to 103 kg) and in GBAO (from 500 g 
to 10 kg).

Ratio of opiates seizures in 2020-2021 (disaggregated by region)

Region Opium seizure (kg) +/-  Province share, 
2020 

Province share, 
2021 2020 2021

Dushanbe 211,4 398,6 88,5% 23,3% 47,1%
Khatlon province 497,8 372,5 -25,2% 54,9% 44,0%
Soghd province 94,2 25,4 -73,0% 10,4% 3,0%
GBAO 55,5 18,7 -66,3% 6,1% 2,2%
DRDs 48,3 30,6 -36,6% 5,3% 3,6%
Amount 907,2 845,9 -6,8% 100% 100%

 Seizures of cannabis family drugs 
In 2021, Tajikistan reported on seizure of 3 

132 kg of cannabis group drugs, which is 2.1 times 
more than in 2020.  Almost the entire amount of 
the seized drugs is hashish (95.5%), which annually 

prevails in seizures of this family drugs.
Rise in seizures of cannabis group drugs was ob-

served in all regions of the country in 2021 vs. 2020. 
Moreover, in this respect, the three regions had a 
multiply increase.

Ratio of hashish and cannabis seizures in 2020-2021

Region Cannabis seizure (kg) +/- Province share 
2020 

Province share 
2021 2020 2021

Dushanbe 281,2 566,0 2,0 fold 19,1% 18,1%
Khatlon province 922,7 1936,1 2,1 fold 62,6% 61,8%
Soghd province 164,7 310,1 88,3% 11,2% 9,9%
GBAO 24,4 234,1 8,6 fold 1,7% 7,5%
DRDs 81,5 85,6 4,9% 5,5% 2,7%

Amount 1474,6 3131,8 2,1 fold 100% 100%
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 Seizures of psychotropic substances
Analysis of seizures of illicit substances shows 

that seizures of synthetic narcotic drug stand to 
steady increase in the Central Asian region.

In Tajikistan, first it relates to methamphet-

amine, which comes from Afghanistan in the form 
of a crystalline substance and in the form of tablets.

In 2021, Tajikistan competent authorities re-
ported on seizure of over 101 kg of methamphet-
amine, which is much more than in previous years.

Amount of methamphetamine seized in 2020-2021

In addition, in 2021 it was reported on the over-
all seizure of 21,537 tablets of psychotropic sub-
stances, including MDMA (5,088 tablets), diazepam 
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(645 tablets), phenobarbital (418 tablets), pregab-
alin (287 tablets) and alprazolam (15,099 tablets), 
which is almost three times more than in 2020.

Amount of synthetic psychotropic tablets seized in 2020-2021
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 Seizure of precursors
Tajikistan regularly reports on seizures of pre-

cursors, which are smuggled into the country with-
out an appropriate permit or license.

At the same time, not a single fact of illegal 

transportation of precursors from Tajikistan to Af-
ghanistan was found.

No seizures of precursors were registered in Ta-
jikistan in 2021.
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Analysis of the available data on the outcomes 
of combating drug trafficking in Tajikistan, the sit-
uation on drug production in the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan in 2021 and its expected increase in 
2022, can allow making projections on the trends 
and processes of the drug situation in Tajikistan:

- increase in the number of registered drug-re-
lated offenses;

- upturn in the number of Afghanistan nationals 
detained due to illicit drug trafficking;

- growth in illegal supply of psychotropic sub-
stances from Afghanistan, primarily methamphet-
amine;

- rise in the illicit flow of heroin from Afghan-

istan;
- blow-up in the amounts of drugs seized in the 

regions of Tajikistan bordering Afghanistan;
- merging of organized drug-criminal groups 

with terrorist organizations operating in Afghani-
stan, interested in receipt of large cash facilities to 
finance their activities;

- expansion of selling narcotic drugs using IC 
technologies through social networks and messen-
gers (Telegram, WhatsApp, Viber, imo and others);

- increase in the number of those addicted to 
use of psychotropic substances;

- increase in the price of drugs in underworld 
markets.

DRUG SITUATION FORECAST

COUNTERING DRUG SMUGGLING AND MEASURES TAKEN TO 
STRENGTHEN NATIONAL BORDER CONTROL

Given the fact that the problem of drug traffick-
ing being one of the threats of the modern world 
is of a cross-border nature like a number of other 
organized crimes, the combat against smuggling of 
narcotic drugs requires, first of all, strengthening 
the state border control.

Given the instability of the political situation 
in Afghanistan, the huge scope of drug production 
in this country, the presence of a number of ter-
rorist and extremist organizations in the northern 
regions of Afghanistan, the state border of Tajiki-
stan is the first shield in the fight against the above 
threats to the countries of the region and the world.

One of the means of the state border control 
improvement is the joint and concerted efforts of 
the competent authorities of the country. The Bor-
der Troops of the State Committee for National 
Security of the Republic of Tajikistan play a very 
important role, and Tajikistan competent author-
ities carry out various activities in a coordinated 
manner on the border area and along the national 
borderline.

Tajikistan border guards and law enforcement 
officers are always well aware that the combat 
against smuggling of narcotic drugs – the today’s 
global peril, carried out precisely by crossing the 
border, is one of the ways to ensure a peaceful life 
for the peoples of the country and the region.

Despite the strengthened control along Tajiki-
stan border line, groups of drug traffickers keep do-
ing their criminal business in most cases undergo 
combat training and put up armed resistance while 
seeking to smuggle the drugs they have at their dis-
posal to neighboring countries and beyond, and to 
maintain their drug trade market.

During 2021, Tajikistan law enforcement and 
security agencies carried out a number of measures 
aimed at suppression of drug smuggling, detention 
and dismantlement of transnational organized 
crime groups.

In particular, in the patch of the border de-
tachments “Pyanj”, “Khamadoni”, “Shamsiddin-
Shokhin”, “Khorog” and “Penjikent”, special opera-
tions were prepared and implemented. The Border 
Troops units in cooperation with other relevant 
bodies of Tajikistan conducted 56 military and op-
erational-search operations. In the course of the 
operations there were 6 armed clashes and 5 smug-
glers were shot down and 24 detained. 

The above operations resulted in seizure of 
1157 kg 637 g of narcotic drugs, 9 kg 620 g of the 
psychotropic substance methamphetamine and 
134 tablets of synthetic substances.

The Border Troops alone seized 385 kg 707 g of 
drugs, 3 kg 977 g of methamphetamine and 14 tab-
lets of synthetic substances.
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Seizure of drugs together with the Border Troops of the State Committee  
for National Security of the Republic of Tajikistan 
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Also, on January 29, 2021, the Border Troops of 
the State Committee for National Security of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, together with other units 
of the national security bodies, conducted an ad-
hoc operation ended up in destroying of the ac-

to creation of favorable service and living condi-
tions for the military at the Aivaj checkpoint of the 
said border detachment, construction of the build-
ing for the  Border Liaison Office began.

In addition, with the UNODC support the Pa-
khtaabad checkpoint in Tursunzoda city was recon-
structed and outfit with the necessary equipment.

With the purpose of building up materi-
al-and-technical capacity of Tajikistan Border 
Troops, the UNODC, as part of a separate program, 
purchased and supplied technical means and road 
transport.

tive members of the group of Afghan smugglers, 
led by an IRA citizen N.G., who had been engaged 
in those dirty deeds for many years. In 2017, this 
group, while illegally crossing the state border with 
the aim of smuggling a particular large amount of 
drugs, offered armed resistance. In clashes, unfor-
tunately, an officer and two soldiers of Tajikistan 
Border Troops were killed.

Assistance and cooperation with the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime in strengthening the State 
Border control and capacity building of relevant 
bodies is viewed substantial.

In particular, projects for construction of the 
Jaldovar outpost of the Shaartuz border detach-
ment were scheduled and designed. With the view 

The uncertain situation in the region and glob-
ally forces the countries, bordering Afghanistan, to 
take constantly extra measures aimed at strength-
ening their national border control. International 
organizations and donor countries pay special at-
tention to this matter, providing continued assis-
tance and support, and establishing more and more 
mutually beneficial cooperation.

COUNTERING DRUG SMUGGLING AND MEASURES  
TAKEN TO STRENGTHEN NATIONAL BORDER CONTROL
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COMBAT AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIMINAL DRUG GROUPS

One of the challenges that has become global 
in recent years is the cultivation, production, illicit 
trade and smuggling of narcotic drugs from the Is-
lamic Republic of Afghanistan to other countries.

The fight against such a destructive phenomenon 
as narcotic drugs requires regional and global pains 
and efforts, since this problem threatens not only 
Afghanistan but the entire region and the world.

The organized and transnational nature of 
drug-related crimes makes it impossible for any 
country to stay aloof from their harmful effects.

The illicit trafficking and handling of narcotic 
drugs and psychotropic substances and commis-
sion of drug-related offenses by organized criminal 
groups are still in the forefront of world crises and 
considered the most pressing social challenges.

In connection with globalization and the rapid 
introduction of information communication tech-
nologies into social life, the underworld has been 
also developing.  In this process, recently, orga-
nized criminal groups of drug dealers, with the view 
to concealment of their criminal acts and evading 
criminal liability, have used  widespread the capac-
itites of modern information technologies.

Therefore, in order to maximize the scale of 
their activities and influence in a way safe for them, 
organized criminal groups widely use social net-
works that help  them make meetings and corre-
spondence encrypted with no case of disclosure of 
information about users by owners of the networks.

If we look at the methods of criminal activities 
of organized criminal groups over the past several 
years, we will see that most of the crimes related to 
illicit drug trafficking and drug smuggling were com-
mitted through  face–to-face meetings or in person.

The revolution in information technologies, 
including mobile phone  communication, has 
brought new opportunities to  criminal drug traf-
fickers, who whereby can now report drug locations 
and get paid for drugs through other members of an 
organized crime group instead of in-person meet-
ings with clients.

All the aforementioned factors prompted orga-
nized criminal groups to master quickly the mod-
ern information technologies and widely use them 
in creation of organized criminal groups and im-
plementation of their criminal activities.

If the goal of an organized terrorist criminal 
group is to undermine public security,  activities 

of public authorities and military structures, to 
intimidate the population or to influence over de-
cision-making of government bodies, as well as to 
bring the threat to an end, the ultimate goal of an 
organized criminal drug trafficking group is to get 
in the safest way the sizeable gains and legalize 
them by various means.

Another threat posed by the proceeds obtained 
by organized criminal groups from illicit drugs is 
that they can feed some other serious crimes such 
as extremism, terrorism and others.

Regarding the fight against organized criminal 
groups as one of their priority activities,  Tajikistan 
law enforcement agencies in 2021 disclosed and 
dismantled ten (10) organized criminal groups (7 
and 3 groups disclosed and dismantled by the Min-
istry of Interior and  the Drug Control Agency, re-
spectively).

So, in April 2021, the DCA operational-search 
activities in  Dushanbe city ended in detention of 
2 active members of the organized criminal group, 
Tajikistan nationals Z.Kh.  and A.S.,  and seizure of 
7 kg of 213 g of the psychotropic substance meth-
amphetamine.

In the course of preliminary investigation of 
this criminal case, it was found that the group was 
run from abroad through the Internet messengers 
"WhatsApp" and "Viber" by A.A., citizen of the Is-
lamic Republic of Afghanistan, who concealed the 
psychotropic substance inside 7 household dough 
mixers of the “Abdullah” brand, “Model No.  AE-
900A ”and smuggled it through his accomplices to 
Tajikistan with the purpose of its further shipment 
to other countries of the region.  Two members of 
the criminal group were sentenced to 17 years of 
imprisonment.

Currently, in order to fully establish the identity 
of the leader and other members of this organized 
criminal group, as well as methods and technolo-
gies used to place a psychotropic substance inside 
the dough mixer, an individual international as-
signment has been forwarded through the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Tajikistan to 
the competent authorities of the Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan.

In May 2021, the DCA’s officers, after conduct-
ing an operational-search measures in J. Balkhi dis-
trict of Khatlon province, detained Z.S., Tajikistan 
national and an active member of a transnational 
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organized criminal group, and seized 4 kg 240 g  of 
the narcotic drug hashish and 2 kg 34 g of the psy-
chotropic substance methamphetamine.

A pre-trial investigation established that A.A., 
a national of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan, 
having organized the above-mentioned criminal 
group and managing it, set going smuggling of a 
particular large amount of narcotic drugs from Af-
ghanistan through Tajikistan to other countries of 
Central Asia.

In September 2021, the court of Khatlon prov-
ince found guilty Z.S., an active member of the or-
ganized criminal group, under paragraphs "d" and 
"e" of part 4 of article 200 and part 5 of article 289 of 
the Criminal Code of the Republic of Tajikistan and 
sentenced him to 16 years of imprisonment.

The group leader , a citizen of the Islamic Re-
public of Afghanistan, who managed the group 
from abroad through the Internet messengers 
"WhatsApp" and "Viber", has been put on an inter-
national wanted list.

Similarly, in May 2021 in Bokhtar city, Khat-
lon region, the DCA's officers disclosed another 
transnational organized criminal group consist-
ing of 3 people, nationals of the Islamic Republic 
of Afghanistan and the Republic of Tajikistan,  and 
seized 29 kg 560 g of the narcotic drug hashish.

The leader and founder  of the organized crimi-
nal group, Afghanistan national "M", started smug-
gling a particularly large amount of drugs from 
Kunduz province of Afghanistan to the border ar-
eas of Jaihun district of Khatlon province.

The crimes committed by organized criminal 
groups with the use of modern ITs makes it difficult 
to disclose such offenses and facilitate criminals to 
alliance even at the international level.

One of the examples is a transnational orga-
nized criminal group, taken into  surveillance from 
a distance in Dushanbe city in July 2021 by the De-
partment of the Ministry of Interior for Dushanbe 
city. The operation ended in detention of the group 
leader and five (5) members, and seizure of a par-
ticular large amount of drugs, assessed as unprece-
dented in the last 10 years.

This transnational organized group of drug 
dealers was set up by Tajikistan national A.A., who 
was convicted in the Russian Federation in 2005 for 
illicit drug trafficking and fraud.  The group includ-
ed citizens of a number of countries, and the drug 
smuggling route stretched far to foreign countries. 
In total, 474 kg of drugs (heroin, opium and hash-
ish) were seized, the value of which on the black 

market went beyond 6 million US dollars.  The 
property of the leader and members of this trans-
national organized criminal group, worth 47 mil-
lion 784 thousand somoni, was also seized.

At present, a criminal case has been initiated 
against the leader and members of this transna-
tional organized group of drug dealers under para-
graphs "d", "e" of part 4 of article 200, part 5 of arti-
cle 289 and article 262 of the Criminal Code of the 
Republic of Tajikistan. , measures are continuing to 
detain other 2 members of this group, in which re-
spect the wanted list is circulated.

In addition, officers of the Ministry of Interior 
of the Republic of Tajikistan in the result of oper-
ational-search activities disclosed another orga-
nized group of drug dealers consisting of 2 citizens 
of the Republic of Tajikistan S.U.  and S.R., who 
were involved in illegal trade of the psychotropic 
substance MDMA in  Dushanbe city.  The overall 
seizure of the psychotropic substance MDMA to-
taled 1,898 tablets.

Similarly, the measures taken by the Ministry of 
Interior in the border area M.S.A., Hamadoni dis-
trict, Khatlon province of Tajikistan, allowed dis-
closure of another transnational organized drug 
group, consisting of three nationals of the Islamic 
Republic of Afghanistan V.M., A.A., Ya.A.  and a cit-
izen of the Republic of Tajikistan,  and seizure of 79 
kg 854 g of hashish, 20 kg 720 g of opium and 2 kg 
410 g of the psychotropic substance methamphet-
amine.  The group intended to use Tajikistan as a 
transit country for drug smuggling.

The crime committed by members of one of 
the above-mentioned organized criminal groups 
was classified grave given the fact that, in order to 
obtain gratuitous income, tablets of the synthetic 
psychotropic substance MDMA were mainly dis-
tributed among young people in entertainment 
centers in the capital and other regions of Tajiki-
stan, thereby posing a real threat to the gene pool 
of the nation.

At the same time, using the opportunities due 
to globalization, facilitation of international rela-
tions and elimination of borders, organized trans-
national drug groups, spreading their influence and 
forces outside the state, threaten not only society 
and the nation but also the security of all countries 
of the world.

 There is hope that the countries of the region, 
regardless of political problems they face, will fight 
against drugs as a serious threat to human health 
and the potential of the younger generation.

COMBAT AGAINST ORGANIZED CRIMINAL DRUG GROUPS
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Since the 90s of the last century, Afghanistan 
has become a world center for the production of 
drugs and over the past decades has remained a 
country that poses threats and dangers not only to 
neighboring countries but also to the states located 
thousands of kilometers away.

According to the UNODC report on the drug 

THE DRUG SITUATION IN AFGHANISTAN IN  
THE CONTEXT OF POLITICAL CHANGES1

1 UNODC and CARICC data are used.

situation in Afghanistan, published in November 
2021, in 2020 this country accounted for about 85% 
of the overall amount of global opium production, 
supplying opiates for about 80% of the worldwide 
number of drug users.

In 2021, opium production in Afghanistan 
reached 6,800 tons, which is 8% more than in 2020.

This amount of opium could potentially lead 
to the supply of up to 320 tons of pure heroin 
to drug markets around the world.  The proceeds 
from opiate production in Afghanistan in 2021 
amounted to about US$ 1.8-2.7 billion, of which 

Opium poppy-crop cultivation area and opium production in Afghanistan, 2016-2021

approximately US$ 425 million were land users 
receipts.

The main proceeds came from the opium pro-
duction and its international export - from 1.7 to 
2.5 billion US dollars.

Proceeds of land users from opium production in Afghanistan, 2016-2021 (in US dollars)
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According to the information received, in the 
southwestern region of Afghanistan, about 58% of 
taxes on opium went to the Taliban, 15% - to "men 
of influence", i.e. local government officials, 10% - 
to unspecified anti-government groups (given the 
missing names of groups, the Taliban may have 
been mentioned) and 9% - to police and govern-
ment officials1.

The taxes on cultivation, production and turn-
overof opiates constitute a lucrative potential source 
of finance for non-state actors in the country.

Specifically, the UNODC Afghanistan Opium 
Survey-2019 reported that more than a third of the 
elders in opium-growing villages said that land us-
ers paid a 6% tax on the sale of opium, mostly to 
the Taliban.

12019 UNODC Opium Survey in Afghanistan, p. 40
2 CARICC Information Notice No. 225 dated July 21, 2021

Opium Sale Tax Recipients According to Kishlak Elders in Southwest Afghanistan in 2019

According to the Eleventh report of the Ana-
lytical Support and Sanctions Monitoring Team, 
submitted pursuant to resolution 2501 (2019) con-
cerning the Taliban and other associated individu-
als and entities constituting a threat to the peace, 
stability and security of Afghanistan, published in 
May 2020, the Taliban’s aggregate incomeper ye-
arranged from 300 million to more than 1.5 billion 
US dollars.2

The UNODC report on Drug Situation in Afghan-
istan - 2021 notes that due to the changed political 
situation in the country, in August 2021 there was a 
leap in drug prices, which doubled compared toMay 
2021. Over the next month, the situation stabilized, 
but prices remained at a higher level than before 
August.

Drug prices that are much higher than crop 
prices can be an incentive for opium poppy-crop 

cultivation. Moreover, it is emphasized that the 
opium poppy-crop production in 2022 will depend 
on decisions made by land users in November 2021 
when they start sowing the opium poppy.

The expansion of methamphetamine produc-
tion in recent years has added another layer of 
complexity to Afghanistan's illicit drug economy 
and heightened the threat to countries in the re-
gion and beyond.

Methamphetamine seizures in Afghanistan and 
beyond indicate a sharp increase in its domestic 
production over the past few years and witness that 
Afghan drug traffickers have succeeded in captur-
ing even a larger share of the methamphetamine 
market in the region and outside.  In 2020, meth-
amphetamine seizures accounted for a significant 
share of the overall drug seizures in many provinc-
es of Afghanistan.
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In addition to the production of opiates, Af-

ghanistan is also a major producer of the cannabis 

family drugs. In 2015-2019, in the overall global 

hashish seizures Afghanistan accounted for 18% of 

messages as the “country of origin” and was ranked 

the second after Morocco.

Cannabis family drugs are more financially at-

tractive to drug dealers. According to the latest 

available data on drug prices in Afghanistan in 

2021, the proceeds from hashish went up to USD 

7,400 per hectare, while opium income was USD 

2,200 per hectare.

These figures suggest that cannabis is more 

profitable than opium. However, there is no 

evidence that cannabis cultivation areas have 

outstripped the opium poppy-crop ones. The 

reasons stay unclear; it may be different levels 

of international demand and land use or other 

factors.

Hashish of Afghan origin is seized in neigh-

boring regions, in the Near and Middle East, in 

Central, Eastern and Western Europe, as well as 

in Central Asia and the Caucasus. However, the 

export of hashish from Afghanistan to countries 

outside Southwest Asia appears to play just a mi-

nor role.

The cultivation of narcotic plants in Afghan-

istan is driven by many socio-economic factors, 

including poverty, lack of legitimate economic op-

portunities and limited access to markets, and of 

course the security situation. The available data on 

the sources of the Taliban receipts show that it is 

the drug business, which brings them the major in-

come. Also, the country is home to a huge number 

of drug users.  Therefore, the fight against drugs in 

Afghanistan is viewed a very challenging task.

A drastic decline in drug production could back-

fire, as was the case in 2001, when after a sharp 

drop in opium poppy-crop cultivation, the opium 

average price quadrupled from $87 per kg in 2000 to 

$385 per kg in 2002, which gave land users a great 

incentive to resume opium poppy-crop cultivation.

Therefore it’s clear that solution of the drug 

production problem in Afghanistan requires work-

ing out of the comprehensive measures.

The available data say that it is highly likely that 

Afghanistan, being in a state of crisis with a destroyed 

public administration system and the socio-eco-

nomic sector, political instability and destruction 

of financial ties, without international support and 

due to some other factors, will retain its status of the 

world leader in the production of opiates.

Methamphetamine seizures in Afghanistan, 2016-2020
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Now the fight against illicit drug trafficking 
poses high requirements to the activities of fo-
rensic laboratories, which are tasked, along with 
establishment of the nature of the seized ma-
terials and their quantification, to evaluate the 
results of expert studies.  The quality of the ev-
idence-based information established because of 
forensic research depends on the qualifications 
of experts, scientific and methodological support 
and the availability of modern instrumentation 
and equipment.

Methods of microscopy, qualitative chemical 
analysis and thin-layer chromatography are most 
often used to tackle expert problems of qualitative 
diagnostics of so-called "traditional" drugs, such 
as, for example, hashish, opium and heroin. Adop-
tion by the decree of the Government of the Re-
public of Tajikistan (dated February 27, 2020, No. 
121) of the update of the "National list of narcotic 
drugs, psychotropic substances and their precur-
sors", introduction in April 2021 of the concept 
of "analogues of narcotic drugs and psychotropic 
substances" in the "Law on drugs, psychotropic  
substances and precursors” and making relevant 
amendments to the articles of the Criminal Code 
of the Republic of Tajikistan significantly expand-
ed the list of controlled substances and set new 
tasks for Tajikistan institutions of the state foren-
sic examination.

FORENSIC STUDY OF ILLICITLY MANUFACTURED  
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES

Diagnostics of new narcotic and psychotropic 
substances using qualitative chemical reactions 
and thin-layer chromatography does not have a 
high distinctive ability, since qualitative reactions 
in most cases are group reagents, and when ana-
lyzed by thin-layer chromatography, the Rf values 
for some compounds coincide. In order to identify 
the analogs of the above substances, it is necessary 
to establish the chemical structure of the substance 
that is not feasible if the aforementioned methods 
are applied.

With the view to conducting forensic research 
on the diagnosis of new types of narcotic and psy-
chotropic substances, along with their analogues, 
up-to-date analytical chromatographic and spec-
trometric equipment needs to be in place. Gas 
chromatography combined with mass spectrome-
try is now considered the required standard for the 
accurate identification of the above substances, 
at that infrared spectroscopy is the confirmatory 
method of analysis.

The study of new types of narcotic and psycho-
tropic substances, as well as their analogues, re-
quires continuous replenishment of mass spectro-
metric infrared spectrometric equipment libraries, 
databases and information on new psychoactive 
substances.       

To solve the above tasks, the Forensic Exam-
ination Department (FED) of the DCA under the 

CHAPTER III. FORENSIC STUDY OF THE SEIZED  
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 
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Likewise the last two years, hashish, seized in 
large quantities, had no wide variety of looks. It ba-
sically consisted of compressed lumps of substance 
weighing 500-1000 g of brown, dark brown, brown 

and dark brown color, which were packed in plastic 
bags, wrapped on top with adhesive tape.  In some 
seizures, pieces of paper with seal impressions 
were attached to hashish packages.

Cannabis delivered for forensic research in 2021

Bulk shipments of hashish in packages with seal imprints seized in 2021 

FORENSIC STUDY OF ILLICITLY MANUFACTURED  
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES

President of RT is outfit with modern analytical 
equipment, including gas chromatographs with a 
flame ionization detector, a gas chromatograph 
with a mass spectral detector, and infrared Fou-
rier spectrometers. Particular attention is paid to 
lab personnel training on how to deal with this 
equipment, prepare samples of substances sub-
mitted for research and interpret the study re-
sults.

With the assistance of the OSCE Program Office 
in Dushanbe, an automated information retrieval 
system for the study of narcotic and psychotropic 
substances (AIPSIN) was purchased and installed. 
This system contains reference information on 
narcotic, psychotropic, potent and toxic substanc-
es, precursors, as well as infrared spectra and mass 
spectra libraries, including the latest data on psy-

choactive substances that have appeared in the 
black market.

The following cannabis family drugs were deliv-
ered for forensic study in 2021: 

- cannabis bushes;
- cannabis;
- hashish.  
Likewise previous years, the cannabis bushes 

that underwent forensic examination were bushes 
of wild plants growing in some regions of Tajiki-
stan.

It should be noted that in the last 2-3 years the 
cannabis seizures have tended to significant de-
crease.  Almost all of the vegetal matter delivered 
for research is the tops of wild-growing cannabis 
plants with a large amount of leaves contained in 
the retail packaging.
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The poppy straw, brought for forensic study, as 
other narcotic drugs, was smuggled into Tajikistan.

Large amounts of opium seized and brought for 

research in 2021 were almost free of scalpings.  The 
opium in retail packages had impurities of sugar 
and foreign vegetable substances.

Bulk shipments of opium delivered for forensic research in 2021

Opium prepackaged for retail and delivered to forensic study in 2021 

The quality of heroin seized in 2021 remained 
the same as in previous years. There were docu-

mented packages with new impressions of seals.

CHAPTER III. FORENSIC STUDY OF THE SEIZED  
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES 

Forensic study units of Tajikistan law enforce-
ment agencies received the following types of opi-
um group drugs in 2021: 

- poppy bushes;
- poppy straw;

- opium;
- heroin.

The poppy bushes presented for the study 
looked as follows:
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Methamphetamine, constituting the bulk of psy-
chotropic substances seized in 2021, came for foren-
sic research in the form of crystals and tablets.

The seized methamphetamine bulk shipments 

Packages of heroin seized in 2021

constituted a substance consisting of crystals, 
which size ranged from 0.4 cm to 5.0 cm. In the 
packages intended for retail sale metaphetamine 
was fine crystalline powder.

Seized matemphetamine bulk shipments 

Seized retail methamphetamine

The methamphetamine tablets seized in 2021 
looked very differently both in form and metham-

phetamine concentration.

FORENSIC STUDY OF ILLICITLY MANUFACTURED  
NARCOTIC DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES
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In 2021, the amphetamine tablets referred to fo-
rensic study were similar in form and composition 
to those seized in 2020.

Amphetamine tablets seized in 2021

Unlike the methamphetamine tablets, the seized MDMA tablets didn’t look so diverse.

MDMA tablets seized in 2021

Alpha pyrovalerone seized in 2021, despite the 
difference in color, was very close in composition to 
that seized in 2019.

CHAPTER III. FORENSIC STUDY OF THE SEIZED  
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Methamphetamine tablets seized in 2021
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FORENSIC RESEARCH OF NARCOTIC DRUGS AND 
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES USED MEDICINAL PURPOSES

Of the drugs used for medicinal purposes, Tajik-
istan reported only on the seizure of methadone, 
which was a pharmaceutical in the form of syrup.

In recent years, in Tajikistan there was a sub-
stantial increase in abuse of psychotropic drugs 
used for medicinal purposes.  This mainly relates 
to such psychotropic substances as alprazolam and 

pregabalin, which seizures significantly exceed the 
seizures of diazepam and phenobarbital. The phar-
maceuticals coming in for forensic research are 
manufactured products and are often in appropri-
ate packaging but when withdrawn from retail sale, 
capsules and tablets of the substances are found 
without factory packaging materials.

Pharmaceutical psychotropic substance "Alprazolam"

Pharmaceuticals containing the psychotropic substance Pregabalin

In addition to the above psychotropic substanc-
es, the pharmaceutical tramadol, incorporated into 
the list of potent substances and also being under 
control, is often abused.  Tramadol belongs to the 

group of opioid analgesics and is used in medicine 
for severe pain syndromes.  It causes in the state of 
health of a drug addict such changes as pain relief, 
a sense of calmness and an uplift in mood.

FORENSIC RESEARCH OF NARCOTIC DRUGS AND 
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES USED MEDICINALLY
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Pharmaceutical “Tramadol" in ampoules and tablets

Along with the aforementioned controlled sub-
stances, a forensic study is often brought phar-
maceuticals of such uncontrolled substances as 

zopiclone (pharmaceuticals Somnol, Sonlife and 
Megason-7.5), tropicamide (pharmaceutical Mid-
dax) and sildenafil.

Pharmaceuticals "Somnol", "Sonlife",
Megason-7.5 and Middax

Eye drops containing tropicamide are applied 
and used for medical examination with the view to 
diagnose the condition of the fundus.  Drug addicts 
use this pharmaceutical either to conceal the use of 
the opiate group substances by instilling it in the 

eyes, or to get a euphoric effect by administrating it 
nasally or intravenously.

Moreover, zopiclone and tropicamide can en-
hance the effects of other drugs when used to-
gether.

Sildenafil tablets

CHAPTER III. FORENSIC STUDY OF THE SEIZED  
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In accordance with the relevant regulatory legal 
acts on the control and regulation of legal trade of 
narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and their 
precursors, Tajikistan authorized bodies have been 
assigned one of the main tasks -to prevent the 
transition of these substances from legal to illicit 
turnover.

To fulfill these functions and to verify compli-
ance with the rules for legal trade of narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and precursors,  during 
2021 the Drug Control Agency carried out 78 in-
spections across health care facilities, pharmacies 
and industrial enterprises, regardless of their form 
of ownership, and revealed 3 administrative of-
fense that entailed taking the required measures to 
eliminate the shortcomings.

It’s worth a mention that in previous years it 
was reported on more administrative offenses re-
lated to incompliance with the license covenants 
and  storage procedure//conditions for controlled 
substances.  It allows concluding that the mea-
sures taken in this area were effectively imple-
mented.

In March 2021, at the initiative of the Drug  
Control Agency, a meeting of the Working Group 
of Experts on Precursor Control of the Council of 
Heads of Competent Authorities for Combating 
Illicit Drug Trafficking of the Shanghai Coopera-
tion Organization member states was held.  Such 
meetings and sessions took place throughout 2021 
at various levels and were focused on the exchange 
of views, information and experience, and building 
the foundation for further cooperation.

According to the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Population of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan, 322 organizations, institutions, societies 
and enterprises have a valid license on legal trade 
of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances and pre-
cursors used in medicine.  In 2021, 72 legal entities 
were issued the relevant licenses.

According to reports submitted by the Ministry 
of Health and Social Protection of the Population 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, the following con-
trolled substances were imported into Tajikistan 
in 2021:

Narcotic drugs:
- Methadone - 26892 grams;
- Morphine - 761,366 grams;
- Trimeperidine - 1456 grams;
- Fentanyl - 8 grams.
Psychotropic substances:
- Alprazolam - 7,5 grams;
- Diazepam - 6114 grams;
- Lorazepam - 429,9 grams;
- Phenobarbital - 144200 grams;
- Phenazepam - 1614,55 grams;
- Clonazepam - 10 grams;
- Pregabalin - 10800 grams;
- Sodium oxybutyrate - 53800 grams.
The above controlled substances were imported 

to meet the needs of Tajikistan population by the 
State Institution “Republican Center for Pharma-
ceutical Services and Medical Products”, State Uni-
tary Enterprise “Farmakon”, LLC “Tib Baroi Shu-
mo”, LLC “SIFATFARM” and LLC “Shifo-Darmon”, 
on the basis of agreements with enterprises  L. 
Molteni & C.dei Fratelli Alitti Societa di Esercizio 
SpA, Italy, IDA Foundation, Slochterweg 35, AA 
Amsterdam, (Netherlands), Zdorovye Narodu LLC 
(Ukraine) and Farmak JSC (Ukraine).

In the republic, 84 legal entities and individu-
al entrepreneurs have a valid license in the field of 
legal trade of precursors used in the sectors of the 
national economy and industries.

The DCA’s Precursor Licensing Commission had 
9 meetings in 2021 and reviewed 25 applications 
with the result that:

- 11 precursor licenses were issued;
- 2 licenses were reissued;
- 1 application for a License was rejected;
- 1 permit was issued for the movement of pre-

cursors between enterprises;
- 9 precursor import certificates were issued.
- 1 was canceled.
In 2021, in accordance with the issued certifi-

cates, Tajikistan imported 248 metric tons and 
494.1 kg and 500 ml of hydrochloric acid, 691 met-
ric tons and 966.55 kg and 500 ml of sulfuric acid, 
2.5 kg of potassium permanganate, 43 kg of toluene 
and 40 kg of acetone.

THE CONTROL OVER LEGAL TRADE OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, 
PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES AND THEIR PRECURSORS
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As per the relevant paragraphs of the Action 
Plan for implementation of the “National Drug 
Control Strategy in the Republic of Tajikistan for 
2021-2030” within a timeline of 2021-2025, as well 
as for implementation of the paragraphs of the 
minutes of the meeting of the Coordination  Coun-
cil for Drug Abuse Prevention held on December 17, 
2020, the Drug Control Agency  with the relevant 
ministries and departments, prepared some nor-
mative legal act drafts to ensure the rights of citi-
zens to  health protection and legal circulation. as 
well as for the purpose of prevention,

To fulfill the above instructions and assign-
ments, orders of the Director of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan "On setting up an intradepartmental and 
interdepartmental working group" (dated April 
5, 2021, No. 48 and No. 49) established a working 
group comprising staff members of the Drug Con-
trol Agency, the Ministry of Interior  and the Min-
istry of Health and Social Protection of the Popu-
lation. The working group was assigned to prepare 
normative legal acts in the field of legal turnover 
of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances, precur-
sors, potent and poisonous substances.

As a result:
1. Draft decree of the Government of the Repub-

lic of Tajikistan “On introduction of amendments 
and additions to the decree of the Government of 
the Republic of Tajikistan “On the National List of 
Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Their 
Precursors ”.

It should be noted that the said draft resolution 
was incorporated the narcotic drugs, psychotropic 
substances and their precursors included in 2019 
and 2020 in the lists of the United Nations Single 

Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961), the UN Con-
vention on Psychotropic Substances (1971) and the 
UN Convention against Illicit Trafficking  in Nar-
cotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (1988), 
according to the recommendations of the Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board.

Throughout an exercise of the draft resolution 
writing, the legislative experience of a number of 
advanced countries was studied. Due to this, the 
list of plant-based drugs and substances were add-
ed to the National List of Narcotic Drugs, Psycho-
tropic Substances and Their Precursors.

Thus, the decree of the Government of the Re-
public of Tajikistan (dated November 25, 2021, No. 
507) “On amendments and additions to Decree of 
the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan as of  
February 27, 2020, No. 121” was approved.

2. The Drug Control Agency together with the 
Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Health and 
Social Protection of the Population of RT drafted 
and  circulated to the relevant ministries and de-
partments for agreement the following  regulatory 
legal acts:

- Draft Resolution of the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan “On Approval of the Lists of 
Potent and Poisonous Substances, as well as Large 
Size Potent Substances for the purposes of the rel-
evant Articles of the Criminal Code of the Republic 
of Tajikistan”;

- Draft Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On 
Amendments and Additions to the Criminal Code 
of the Republic of Tajikistan”.

- Draft decree of the Government of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan “On Approval of the Annual State 
Quota for Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Sub-
stances”.

LAW UPDATE IN THE FIELD OF LEGAL TRADE  
OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC,  
POTENT AND POISONOUS SUBSTANCES

LAW UPDATE IN THE FIELD OF LEGAL TRADE  
OF NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC,  

POTENT AND POISONOUS SUBSTANCES
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Illicit drug trafficking is one of the threats, 
which harmful effects disturb the entire planet.  
One of its negative consequences is drug addiction 
that causes serious harm to human health, society 
and the gene pool of the nation as a whole.

Today, communities across the world are striv-
ing to curb drug addiction, tearing out this growing 
bitter root of the era that threatens people's lives.

Industry experts note that drug addiction can be 
manifested in many cases only after its onset.  It 
means that the necessary measures must be taken 
before an individual becomes addicted to drugs.

The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 
and the top leadership of the country in the re-
sponse on this problem in a timely manner have 
assigned appropriate responsibilities to the rele-
vant bodies and on an ongoing basis keep an eye on 
launching, implementation and monitoring of the 
actions required in this area.

In this regard, the Drug Control Agency under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan (the 
Agency), as a coordinating body, has performed 
substantial scope of work together with the rele-
vant ministries and agencies

So, throughout 2021, with a view to raise pub-
lic awareness on drug prevention and to promote 
a healthy lifestyle, the Agency organized and held 
14 seminars, 248 meetings, 34 cultural events and 
sports competitions, and 29 round tables. In the 
media, there were 169 appearances and talks, in-
cluding on television - 125, on radio - 24 and in the 
periodical press – 20.  In addition, 146 materials 
were posted on Internet sites.

On May 23, in honor of the Youth Day and June 
1, 2021, in honor of the day of creation of the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, the “Best Drawing” competition un-
der the slogan “Youth against drugs” took place in 
Tajikistan capital. 

On June 24-26, 2021, the Agency, together 
with the Committee on Youth and Sports under 
the Government of RT, with the financial support 
of the US Embassy, in honor of the “Internation-
al Day against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking”, 
organized and held a cultural and sports event in 

Dushanbe city under the slogan “Tajikistan against 
drugs” that brought together over 200 athletes and 
1000 supporters.

DCA, as a coordinating body, along with joint 
activities with relevant state bodies, also set going 
cooperation with civil society organizations oper-
ating in the field of drug abuse prevention, treat-
ment and rehabilitation, and directly takes part in 
their anti-drug interventions and makes its own 
worthy contribution.

With a view to expanding cooperation with civil 
society organizations working in the field of drug 
abuse prevention and drug demand reduction, in 
2021, representatives of civil society organizations 
and associations took part in a meeting of the Co-
ordinating Council for Drug Abuse Prevention and 
expressed their views on future goals and perspec-
tives of cooperation with government agencies.

On November 19, 2021, the Agency, jointly with 
the Ministry of Interior and the Center for Drug Ad-
diction Monitoring and Prevention of the Ministry 
of Health and Social Protection of the Population 
of RT, held a meeting with leaders and represen-
tatives of civil society organizations to present the 
“National drug control strategy in the Republic of 
Tajikistan for  2021-2030 and an action plan for its 
implementation for 2021-2025”.  The civil society 
organizations and their leadership shared informa-
tion related to their field of activity and their pro-
posals outlining a joint action plan of civil society 
organizations and state organs.

In 2021, Tajikistan chaired the meetings of the 
members of the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion related to drugs, and on this basis, the Agency, 
responsible for the meetings of the working group 
on drug demand reduction, organized, managed 
and held the Meeting of the Heads of the Com-
petent Authorities of the Member States of the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization, empowered 
to counter drug trafficking.

 Ministry of Health and Social Protection of the 
Population of the Republic of Tajikistan

With a view to strengthening the activities for 
prevention and reduction of drug addiction prev-

ROLE OF MINISTRIES, AGENCIES AND CIVIL SOCIETY  
ORGANIZATIONS IN DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION  

AND PROMOTION OF A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 
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alence rate, and analysis and assessment of the 
situation thereto, by Decree of the Government of 
Tajikistan (dated May 30, 2008, No. 282) the State 
Institution “National Drug Addiction Prevention 
and Monitoring Center” (the Center) was estab-
lished. 

This Center, with the purpose of enhancing the 
state system for monitoring, evaluating and ana-
lyzing the drug situation, and on the basis of the 
Health Code of the Republic of Tajikistan (dated 
May 30, 2017, No. 1413) worked out the “Procedure 
of monitoring, analysis and evaluation of the drug 
situation”, approved by Order of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection of the Population of 
RT (as of July 26, 2019, No. 528).

In 2021, the Center in honor of “June 26 - Inter-
national Day against Drugs” carried out some pre-
ventive measures with an anti-drug purpose.  Also 
on June 24, 2021, a round table via videoconference 
and a radio quiz were held.

For better implementation of campaigning ac-
tivities, the Center, as it happens yearly, printed 
and distributed to the public information materi-
als on such topics as “Drug addiction is a tragedy 
of mankind”, “Drug addiction  from the point of 
view of Islam”, “Basic rules for prevention of drug 
addiction among women” (Instruction for medical 
professionals), “How to protect your children from 
drug addiction?”, “The right path or giving up the 
bad habit”, “What to do?”  and others.

 Ministry of Education and Science of the Republic 
of Tajikistan

The Ministry of Education and Science of the 
Republic of Tajikistan (the Ministry), as part of the 
requirements of the “Action Plan for implementa-
tion of the National Drug Control Strategy in the 
Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-2030” and Tajiki-
stan current regulations and laws on prevention of 
drug addiction, carried out significant work that al-
lowed building the necessary foundation for reach-
ing schoolchildren and students while advocating 
healthy lifestyles and refraining from ill habits 
- drug addiction, smoking, alcohol consumption, 
excessive use of a computer and other technical 
means.

With the purpose of a greater impact on school-
children and students, and shaping their aversion 
to narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, as 
well as to prevent drug trafficking and drug ad-
diction, a curriculum has been prepared warning 
schoolchildren and students about the threats of 

drugs. According to the plan of extra curriculum  
activities for general schools, topics on harm of 
drugs and drug addiction are consistently studied 
from Grade 7 to Grade 11.  

With the aim of prevention of drug addiction 
among young people, the Ministry of Education and 
Science approved a Joint Action Plan with the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, the Center for Formation of a Healthy 
Lifestyle under the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Population of RT, the Ministry 
of Interior of RT and the Committee on Youth and 
Sports under the Government of RT that allowed 
building close cooperation between these institu-
tions in the field of advocacy and promotion of a 
healthy life, prevention of drug addiction, smok-
ing and other bad habits among students through 
teachers and parent committees.

At all advanced training courses delivered by 
the Republican//National Institute for Professional 
Development and Retraining of Employees of the 
Education Industry and its branches, a healthy life-
style curriculum of 5 hours is used to train teachers 
of all school subjects. Those employed by the edu-
cation sector can receive the necessary information 
about the threats and consequences of tobacco and 
drug use and other harmful habits.

Moreover, all institutions of primary and sec-
ondary vocational education are covered by the 
programs “Beware of drugs” and “Tobacco and its 
harm”. Prevention of bad habits and drug addic-
tion, ways of protection against infection with the 
human immunodeficiency virus and other commu-
nicable diseases are part of extra curriculum les-
sons.

Tajikistan Education Academy has a special 
website called “Healthy Lifestyle” with posted 
materials on prevention of drug addiction and 
negative habits, and the activities of the Minis-
try of Education and Science and Tajikistan Edu-
cation Academy related to the work done in this 
field 

Addressing the issues of a healthy lifestyle pro-
motion  and prevention of harmful  habits among 
children and adolescents, the Ministry of Educa-
tion and Science, in cooperation with state and 
non-governmental organizations, over the past 
year organized 13 seminars and field sessions in 
the regions, took appropriate measures to ensure 
that teachers, schoolchildren and students had re-
liable information on the pressing topical subjects 
of the day.
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 Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Tajikistan
In accordance with the “National Drug Control 

Strategy in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-
2030”, having established the activities related to 
prevention of drug addiction, drug trafficking, pre-
vention of infectious diseases caused by drug use, 
and to the fight against these negative  phenom-
ena, the Ministry of Culture of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan (the Ministry) keeps doing the explanatory 
work through its newspapers and  magazines, and 
educational and cultural institutions.

Yearly, with a high degree of responsibility and 
sincerity, information and articles, instructions 
and books are published in the Ministry’s periodi-
cals and printed publications, with the aim of con-
structive endeavour, unity and harmony, promotion 
of national achievements and addressing  pressing  
problems of society, such as drug addiction and drug 
trafficking, and material and cultural harm of drugs.

In particular, the articles “Why is the drug mar-
ket not collapsing?”, “Drug addiction and alcohol-
ism”, “Drug addiction is a disease”, “Creation of 
new points to combat smuggling”, “Beware of the 
tragic consequences of drug addiction” and others 
call on society to fight against the adverse circum-
stances.

For mass character and increased impact of pre-
ventive actions, as well as for prevention and con-
demnation of the dirty deed, Tajikistan theatres 
staged plays reaching the target audience.

 Committee for Youth and Sports under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

The Committee, as a body pursuing the state 
youth policies, including promotion of a healthy 
lifestyle and prevention of infectious diseases, 
drug addiction and drug trafficking among adoles-
cents and youth, went on taking the necessary and 
timely measures and  carried out a number of var-
ious educational, informational, communication 
and consultative activities in the form of seminars 
- trainings, workshops, consultations, meetings, 
conferences and round tables, promotional cam-
paigns and recreational sports activities in commu-
nities, especially targeting young people.

In this regard, at the initiative of the Committee, 
a flash mob and quizzes took place at the State Insti-
tution “Bogi Iram” under the title “Health of Youth 

- Health of the Nation”. The most active participants 
received memorable gifts, and 2000 reference mate-
rials were distributed in the course of the events.

Also, the Committee, attracting volunteers, 
held a number of outreach public campaigns on 
the topics “Youth is a supporter of a healthy life-
style”, “Health is the wealth of the nation”, “Health 
is our goal”, “Promotion of a healthy lifestyle is our 
choice, youth”, “We, young people, fight HIV to-
gether” and “No drug addiction!”.

As part of the Joint Action Plan in the field of a 
healthy lifestyle promotion, preventing drug addic-
tion, alcoholism, communicable diseases such as 
HIV / AIDS and other infections hazardous to hu-
man health, the local structures of the Committee, 
in cooperation with government institutions and 
civil society organizations, conducted  1,207 events 
and reached 221,293 people nationwide, including 
community residents, adolescents and youth, and 
distributed 52,000 reference materials.

 Committee on Television and Radio under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan

State television and radio channels, constantly 
taking the necessary measures in the field of com-
bating drug trafficking, preventing drug addiction 
and implementing anti-drug programs, in cooper-
ation with specialized institutions, ministries and 
departments, contribute to the implementation of 
national programs and strategies.

In particular, in order to prevent drug addiction, 
a 40-minute analytical program "Comment" was 
produced and presented to the audience.

In the programs “Litigation”, “Comment” and 
“Time and World” there were prepared and aired 
stories about the role of Tajikistan in the combat 
against illicit  drug trafficking in the region and 
the world, about the adverse effects of drugs on the 
human psyche, body and life,  as well as about the 
ways to prevent drug addiction, especially among 
young people.

In addition, in cooperation with the Drug Con-
trol Agency, a 2-minute propaganda video about  
negative consequences of drug addiction was pro-
duced and broadcast on all channels.

Moreover, the information program "News" con-
tinuously circulates the messages prepared by the 
Press Centers of the State Committee for National 

ROLE OF MINISTRIES, AGENCIES AND CIVIL SOCIETY ORGANIZATIONS IN  
DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION AND PROMOTION OF A HEALTHY LIFESTYLE 
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Security and the Drug Control Agency on the im-
plemented preventive measures and eradication of 
the drugs seized.

The state institution "Jahonnamo" in its pro-
grams "Conversations of the Day", "Court", "Commu-
nication", "Prosecution", "Health", "Green Line" and 
"Defenders of the Motherland" prepared and pre-
sented to the audience stories on the topics "Drugs 
and their harm to  health”, “Prevention of the mis-
fortune of the century and drug trafficking”, “Health 
testing before marriage”, “Prevention of drug traf-
ficking and drug addiction in Tajikistan” and “Ways 
and means of preventing HIV and drug addiction”.

With a view to promotion of a healthy lifestyle, 
raising awareness of young people on the threats 
of drugs, protection of the health of society and the 
nation, Radio Tajikistan and its channels produced 
and broadcast the spots “Consonance”, “Comment 
of the Day”, “From Desire to Tragedy” and “Recov-
ery” with involvement of experts  from the Clinical 
Drug Abuse Treatment Hospital in Dushanbe, the 
Drug Control Agency under the President of RT, 
the National Center for Drug Addiction Monitoring 
and Prevention of the Ministry of Health and Social 
Protection of the Population of RT, and psycholo-
gists and industry professionals.

 Committee on Religion, Streamlining Traditions, 
Celebrations and Rites under the Government of the 
Republic of Tajikistan

Contribution to the implementation of nation-
al strategies and programs is considered one of the 
preferred activities of the Committee on Religion, 
Streamlining Traditions, Celebrations and Rites 
under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 
(the Committee).

To this end, as per a joint plan of the Committee 
with the Main Department for Penalty Enforcement 
of the Ministry of Justice of RT, the correctional fa-
cilities YaS3 / 1, YaS3 / 4, YaS3 / 7 of Dushanbe city, 
YaS3 / 2 of Vahdat city, YaS3 / 3, YaS3 / 5 of Khujand 
city,  YAS3/6 of Yavan district and YAS3/8 of Nurek 
city were reached with awareness raising activities, 
namely talks on the consequences of drug use and 
other noteworthy topics.

The same information, education and commu-
nication activities on drug trafficking and its harm-
ful consequences were carried out by the Commit-

tee’s staff and encompassed the personnel, officers 
and soldiers of military and other units in the cen-
tral office and the General Staff, the Directorate of 
the Rapid Reaction Forces and the Directorate of 
the Ground Forces of the Armed Forces, in the mil-
itary units of the Ministry of Defense, in military  
units and subdivisions of the Armed Forces, Border 
Troops of the State Committee for National Secu-
rity, the Academy of the Ministry of Interior of RT 
and the Committee for Emergency Situations and 
Civil Defense of RT.

At the same time, the Committee provided sar-
hatibs and imamkhatibs of cities and regions of 
the country with recommended sermons how to 
prevent infectious diseases and drug addiction.  
During the Friday prayer, religious figures brought 
to the attention of the worshipers the content of 
the sermons provided.

Analytical articles on topical subjects of the day 
written by industry professionals were posted on 
the Committee’s website and were published in its 
journal "Religion and Society".

 Civil society associations 
The Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 

has established its anti-drug policies for the pre-
vention of drug addiction and other negative phe-
nomena associated with it, using all available op-
portunities.

In Tajikistan, apart from state organs, civil soci-
ety organizations and associations also contribute 
to drug addiction prevention and promotion of a 
healthy lifestyle. Currently, 44 civil society organi-
zations are operating nationwide. Of them, 14 are 
in Dushanbe city.

Civil society organizations, in particular, SPIN 
Plus, Home of Youth, AfiF and Dina, in coopera-
tion with the relevant ministries and departments 
or independently,  carried out a number of socially 
beneficial activities in the field of drug prevention, 
promotion of a healthy lifestyle and meeting the 
goals determined by their mission.

On October 28, 2021, representatives of the 
above organizations took part in a meeting of the 
Coordinating Council for Drug Abuse Prevention 
where with a sense of responsibility they presented 
their activities and an update of their targets and 
objectives.

CHAPTER V. ANALYSIS OF THE DRUG ABUSE SITUATION AND  
PREVENTION OF DRUG ADDICTION IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN
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DRUG ABUSE AND DRUG ADDICTION TREATMENT 

ing this process, were adopted.
The implemented specific comprehensive 

measures resulted in identification and assess-
ment of the determinants contributing to in-
crease in the drug addiction rate. It is worth say-
ing that drug addiction adverse effects, and its 
medical and social consequences has manifold 
reduced.

Moreover, in the last 5 years, the overall num-
ber of drug addicts and injecting drug users has 
decreased by over 31% and 38.9%, respectively, 
that entailed a 56.0% decline in HIV / AIDS in-
fection through drug injecting. At the same time, 
the number of registered drug addicts and over-
dose deaths went down in 2021. It can be a re-
liable indicator of decrease in drug use and the 
sustained drug situation in the country.

In accordance with the requirements of Ar-
ticle 200 of the Health Code of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, registration and outpatient control of 
patients with addiction and mental illness asso-
ciated with the use of narcotic drugs, psychotro-
pic substances, and alcoholic beverages is carried 
out in accordance with the procedure established 
by authorized state bodies of the healthcare in-
dustry. 

In this regard, for the purpose of timely 
identification and registration of drug users, a 
working group was created at the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection of the Population 
of the Republic of Tajikistan. In parallel, the 
rules “Registration and regular medical check-
up of persons with drug addiction diseases”, 
along with the regulatory legal acts streamlin-
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The substitution therapy regarded as one of 
the up-to-date methods of drug addiction treat-
ment is accessible in Tajikistan. By the end of 

2021, it enrolled 620 drug addicts.
At the seminars, specialists of addiction treat-

ment industry train their peers on the ways and 

The number of drug addicts registered at drug abuse treatment facilities of the Ministry of 
Health and Social Protection of the Population in 2017-2021

DRUG ABUSE AND DRUG ADDICTION TREATMENT 
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methods of Naloxone administration if emer-
gency medical care is needed in case of overdose 
to save in a timely manner patients from death.

In addition, Tajikistan has introduced anoth-
er treatment scheme for drug addicts using the 
pharmaceutical drug Naltrexone.

Analysis of the reports submitted by health 
and preventive facilities allowed figuring out the 
overall number of drug addicts who are on spe-
cial records. In 2021, it was 4,749 drug addicts or 
51 per 100,000 population. 

In 2021, the number of those first registered 
at drug addiction treatment facilities was 353. 
Based on this figure, there are 3.8 drug addicts 
per 100,000 population. Of the overall number of 
registered drug dependent outpatients, Dushan-
be city accounts for 37, 5%, followed by DDRs - 
18.9%, Sughd province -18.7%, Khatlon province 

- 15.3% and GBAO - 9.6%.
Comparative analysis of the drug addict pop-

ulation registered in drug abuse treatment facil-
ities nationwide showed that the drug situation 
has tended to improving in recent years: the 
overall number of drug addicts totaled 5099 in 
2020 vs. 350 or 6.86% less than in 2021.

Of the overall number of registered drug ad-
dicts in 2020, women accounted for 110; in 2021, 
this figure was 3 less and totaled 107.

The age profile of registered drug addicts 
(4,749 individuals) is as follows: 1,124 aged 18-
34; 3,509 aged 35 -59 and 116 aged 60 and over.  
There is not any drug addict under 17 years old 
registered at the drug abuse treatment facilities.

Depending on the type of drug used, heroin 
users prevail and account for 3,385. Of them, 
2,470 inject drugs.

CHAPTER V. ANALYSIS OF THE DRUG ABUSE SITUATION AND  
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INTERACTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM AND THE DRUG 
CONTROL AGENCY UNDER THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF THE PROJECT FOR PROMOTING 
CROSS-BORDER COOPERATION THROUGH 
EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF TAJIKISTAN'S 
BORDER WITH AFGHANISTAN" IN 2021

The United Nations Development Program 
(UNDP) is the UN's global development net-
work. It advocates for change and provides ac-
cess to knowledge, experience and resources to 
help improve the lives of people. The United 
Nations Development Program works in 177 
countries to develop solutions to global and na-
tional development challenges.

The United Nations Development Program in 
Tajikistan carries out its activities in the areas 
of governance, rule of law, human rights, border 
management, health, poverty, energy, environ-
ment and disaster risk reduction. The implemen-
tation of the economic and humanitarian com-
ponent of cooperation between the UN and the 
Government of Tajikistan is carried out primarily 
through the representation of the UN Develop-
ment Program in Tajikistan. The UNDP office 
was established in December 1993. In the same 
year, an Agreement was signed between the Gov-
ernment of Tajikistan and UNDP, which laid a 
legal basis for the activities of this organization.

The unstable political situation in Afghani-
stan affects the increase in drug smuggling into 
Tajikistan and undermines the stability in the 
country.

The United Nations Development Program 
and JICA based on the results of the previ-
ous phase of the project “Project for Promoting 
Cross-border Cooperation through Effective Man-
agement of Tajikistan's Border with Afghanistan” 
and consultations with project beneficiaries, in-

DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF COOPERATION  
IN THE FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL

cluding the Border Troops of the State Commit-
tee for National Security of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan, the Customs Administration under the 
Government of the Republic of Tajikistan and 
the Drug Control Agency under the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, developed a project 
document for the second phase of this project.

The main goal of the project is to strengthen 
border management, to prevent illegal move-
ment of drugs and people, as well as to help re-
duce the threat of religious extremism.

The Drug Control Agency was provided with 
practical assistance as part of the project to in-
crease the capacity and level of technical equip-
ment. In particular, the DCA’s Canine Center in 
Dushanbe city was reconstructed, and technical 
equipment and communication facilities were 
purchased.

Refresher courses were delivered to 32 DCA’s 
professionals and were conceptually based on 
the integrated border management and the fight 
against drug trafficking.

COOPERATION OF TAJIKISTAN WITHIN THE 
FRAMEWORK OF UNODC PROGRAMS AND 
PROJECTS 

The programs and projects of the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime represent a comprehensive 
strategic framework, due to which technical as-
sistance is channeled to the countries of Central 
Asia, and aim at providing for an integrated and 
comprehensive approach and are coordinated by 
the UNODC Regional Office for Central Asia and 
its program offices in the countries of the region.

 UNODC Program for Central Asia
Subprogramme 1 - International drug control, crime 
and terrorism prevention and criminal justice 

"Creation of a Training Center (TC) within the 
structure of the Drug Control Agency under the 

CHAPTER VI. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
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President of the Republic of Tajikistan: Phase II"
This project aims at increase in the capacity 

of the DCA Training Center by creating on its ba-
sis an international anti-drug training center.

The project implementation began on June 
18, 2020 and is designed for 2 years. The project 
has the technical capacity and a team of experts 
specialized in improving knowledge and skills 
of those fighting against drugs and organized 
crime.

Based on the materials provided by UNODC, 
training materials, manuals, presentations, vid-
eo lessons used in the learning process were pre-
pared and translated into the state language.

In 2021, two ToTs (Training of Trainers) were 
held for 17 current DCA instructors and 2 train-
ing courses for 40 DCA young professionals.

 "Drug law enforcement systems for criminal 
intelligence collection, analysis and exchange":-

The purpose of this component is to improve 
the capabilities of intelligence analysis and in-
formation management, to develop mechanisms 
for the exchange, receipt and dissemination of 
information among agencies involved in the 
fight against drug trafficking in Central Asia. 
This component also aims at increase in the level 
of knowledge and skills of the staff of competent 
authorities and the provision of specialized dig-
ital equipment.

As part of this project implementation, the 
information and analytical department of the 
DCA - Tajikistan was provided with equipment 
and analytical software, and based on the Agen-
cy's Training Center, trainings were held to im-
prove the skills of law enforcement officers.

 UNODC Initiative: Strengthening Control along 
the Tajik-Afghan Border

The initiative assisted in enhancing the ca-
pacity of the Border Troops of the State Commit-
tee for National Security of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan through training courses on methods for 
analyzing operational data, on computer skills, 
improving information and analytical capacity, 

and assessment of risks, challenges and threats, 
on studying methods for collecting and analyz-
ing information using special analytical software 
- "IBM i2". Due to the courses, 160 border guards 
improved their analytical and operational skills.

With a view to increase in the technical po-
tential of the Main Information and Analytical 
Directorate of the General Staff of the Border 
Troops of the State Committee for National Se-
curity of the Republic of Tajikistan, office and 
other equipment were purchased.

 Component ‘Strengthening Regional Border 
Cooperation and Establishing Border Liaison 
Offices’

In 2021, this component supported Tajiki-
stan law enforcement agencies, especially the 
Drug Control Agency under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan, the Ministry of Interior, 
the Customs Service and the Border Troops of 
the Republic of Tajikistan in preventing coro-
navirus infection by providing personal protec-
tive equipment, protective suits and contactless 
thermometers for a total amount of 20 thousand 
US dollars.

On March 11, 2021, the first cross-border 
meeting of law enforcement officers of Tajikistan 
and Uzbekistan was held at Aivaj and Gulbakhor 
checkpoints. The participants of the meeting 
inspected the border crossing points and ex-
changed views on the creation of interagency 
networks at both the cross-border and regional 
levels, and also made recommendations for the 
creation of border liaison offices.

DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF 
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL
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On May 18, 2021, this component held the 
opening ceremony of two new border liaison of-
fices located at Pakhtaobod and Kudukli railway 
checkpoints. The ceremony took place on both 
sides of the border, and was attended by the 
UNODC Office leadership, high-ranking law en-
forcement officials, representatives of local gov-
ernments and the media.

In 2021, on the basis of the DCA Training Cen-
ter, Tajikistan, two training courses were held:

- May 17-21, for Tajikistan mid-level law en-
forcement officers appointed as the border liai-
son officers at Aivaj and Pakhtaobod checkpoints 
located on the border of Tajikistan and Uzbeki-
stan;

- June 21-25, 2021, for officers of the Border 
Troops, the Customs Administration, the Minis-
try of Interior and the Drug Control Agency un-
der the President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

 Initiative "Global Container Control Program 
(CCP) of UNODC and the World Customs 
Organization - Central Asia Segment"

The Republic of Tajikistan joined this Pro-
gram in March 2014; the main national partners 
of the Program are the Customs Administration 
under the Government of the Republic of Tajik-
istan and the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

The purpose of this Program is to improve se-
curity of international trade, minimize the use of 
containers and freight traffic for illicit drug traf-
ficking and other forms of illegal activities.

UNODC conducted 16 collaborative events 
such as national and regional training courses, 
specialized trainings, mentoring programs, pro-
gram steering committee meetings and equip-
ment handover procedures. The partners noted 
that the Program implementation significantly 
increased safety of international trade deliver-
ies carried out by containers and other types of 
freight transportation. In 2021, the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan supported the ex-
tension of the CC Program for 2022-2025.

 Imitative: Strengthening law enforcement 
measures to counter trafficking in persons in 

Tajikistan
In March 2021, UNODC, with the financial 

support of the Bureau of International Narcotics 
and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL) - U.S. Depart-
ment of State, completed a two-year initiative to 
strengthen law enforcement efforts to counter 
trafficking in persons in Tajikistan.

Through close collaboration with the Supreme 
Court, the Prosecutor General’s Office and the 
Ministry of Interior of Tajikistan, a UNODC/INL 
project developed a capacity-building concept 
that led to an extensive training program for in-
vestigators, prosecutors and judges on effective 
criminal prosecution on human trafficking cas-
es. Special teaching aids, adapted to the national 
legislation and context, were incorporated into 
the curriculum of the Academy of the Ministry of 
Interior of RT and the Professional Development 
Center of the General Prosecutor's Office of RT.

On November 16-17, 2021, the annual region-
al meeting of members of the Steering Com-
mittee of the Border Cooperation Component 
took place to discuss the component’s achieve-
ments in 2021 and develop recommendations for 
strengthening border control capacity in 2022.

CHAPTER VI. INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION
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consequences. The progress in implementation 
of the joint plan for promotion of the substitu-
tion therapy program in the Republic of Tajiki-
stan in 2020-2023 and other matters were also 
looked at.

On December 1, 2021, Dushanbe city hosted 
a round table "Cooperation of law enforcement 
agencies and non-governmental organizations in 
the field of harm reduction and HIV prevention" 
held by UNODC in cooperation with SCO "SPIN 
Plus" and dedicated to the World AIDS Day.

30 representatives of relevant ministries and 
non-governmental organizations attended the 
event.

In the speeches of the participants, the great 
role of the existing interaction of law enforce-
ment officers with activists of key populations in 
the prevention of HIV infection was emphasized, 
along with the fact that strong functional part-
nerships between these entities can significantly 
improve the work of providing key populations 
with prevention, treatment, and care services 
and support for HIV.

REGIONAL PROGRAM FOR AFGHANISTAN AND 
NEIGHBOR COUNTRIES (2011-2025)

The Regional Program for Afghanistan and 
Neighboring Countries (2011-2025) is the stra-
tegic framework of the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime in the region. The main goal of the pro-
gram is to promote regional cooperation and 
improve coordination of the eight countries of 
Western and Central Asia.

In 2021, with the technical support of the Re-
gional Program for Afghanistan and neighboring 
countries and as part of the Asset Recovery In-
ter-Agency Network West and Central Asia (ARIN-
WCA), a “Peer Review” of the legal and institu-
tional capacity of Tajikistan on asset recovery was 
launched. The review is supposed to be finalized 
in the first quarter of 2022, and the result will help 
the country, jurisdictions and ARIN-WCA con-
tacts to effectively develop and understand each 
other's potential in asset forfeiture.

In addition, the Regional Program for Af-

DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF 
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL

 UNODC and Prison Service of Tajikistan co-
operate to address Foreign Terrorist Fighters 
Threats in Prison 

In August 2021, UNODC, with the financial 
support of the Bureau of Counterterrorism - the 
US Department of State, launched a two-year pro-
gram to work with convicts who took part in armed 
conflicts and hostilities in foreign countries.

This program aims at providing technical 
assistance to the Main Directorate for Enforce-
ment of Penalties of the Ministry of Justice of the 
Republic of Tajikistan in reducing the threat of 
spread of extremist ideology and terrorism pro-
motion in penitentiary systems.

On November 17, 2021, UNODC and the Main 
Directorate for Enforcement of Penalties of the 
Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Tajikistan 
took part in the signing ceremony of the Pro-
gram Work Plan.

Subprogramme 3: Drug Abuse Prevention, 
Treatment and Reintegration, HIV Prevention

On June 24, 2021, the UN Office on Drugs and 
Crime, together with the Ministry of Health and 
Social Protection of the Population of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, organized a round table on “Drug 
addiction and its prevention, achievements and 
problems in the field of registration, treatment 
and rehabilitation of drug users in the Republic 
of Tajikistan”, dedicated to the International Day 
Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking.

The participants of the event discussed the 
issues related to non-medical drug use in the 
Republic of Tajikistan, including the current sit-
uation in the country related to drug addiction 
and measures to reduce its medical and social 
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ghanistan and Neighboring Countries continued 
to support the countries of Western and Central 
Asia in harmonizing national legislation/regula-
tions in line with international instruments and 
in building the capacity of countries through 
the delivery of training courses, workshops and 
technical meetings. Areas covered included the 
suppression of illicit financial flows associated 
with human trafficking, international and re-
gional cooperation in the field of asset recovery 
and management. The above events were at-
tended by 40 representatives of Tajikistan rele-
vant ministries.

COOPERATION WITH THE PROGRAM OFFICE 
OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY AND 
COOPERATION IN EUROPE IN DUSHANBE

The Program Office of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in 
Dushanbe has established beneficial cooper-
ation with the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan and plays 
a significant role in strengthening the Agency's 
activities in the field of combating drug traffick-
ing and other crimes, and drug addiction pre-
vention. In 2021, a Joint Action Plan -2021 was 
signed by the Agency and the OSCE, on which 
basis substantial support was provided in vari-
ous areas of the Agency's activities.

In particular, assistance was provided in 
translation and publication of a circulation of 
500 copies of the new National Drug Control 
Strategy in the Republic of Tajikistan for 2021-
2030, as well as in production of a video about 
the dangers of drug use by young people, for its 
subsequent distribution on television channels 
and social networks.

Also, at the request of the Agency, the Office 
provided the DCA's Forensic Examination De-
partment with a special software "AIPSIN An-
ti-Narcotics", equipment and chemical reagents 
necessary for carrying out laboratory tests to 
identify and establish drug-based substances.

With a view to improving knowledge, skills 
and qualifications of the DCA's professionals, the 

OSCE Office conducted three practical trainings 
on various aspects of law enforcement activities 
for 50 DCA staff members.

In addition, during October-December 2021, 
English training courses were organized and 
conducted for those employed by the Agency's 
central office.

Also, to equip the conference hall in the DCA 
central office and the DCA Training Center for 
meetings, round tables, video conferences and 
other training and technical events, the neces-
sary equipment was purchased and provided.

INTERACTION OF THE DRUG CONTROL AGENCY 
UNDER THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF 
TAJIKISTAN WITH THE MINISTRY OF INTERIOR 
OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION

The contribution of the Ministry of Interior 
of the Russian Federation to strengthening the 
DCA activities in the field of combating drug 
trafficking, preventing drug addiction, training 
of qualified personnel, improving knowledge 
of staff members, holding joint international 
events and raising the level of the social status 
of DCA personnel is significant.

This cooperation was carried out within the 
framework of the Agreement between the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan and the Ministry of Interi-
or of the Russian Federation on cooperation 
and assistance to DCA in the fight against illicit 
trafficking in narcotic drugs, psychotropic sub-
stances and their precursors for 2019-2021. This 
agreement provided an enabling legal basis for 
international cooperation.

Yearly, under the said Agreement, the Sibe-
rian Law Institute of the Ministry of Interior of 
the Russian Federation enrolls certain number of 
students from Tajikistan. Currently, there are 25 
persons studying law enforcement specialties as 
per the quotas allocated to the Agency (5 in 2019, 
7 in 2020 and 8 in 2021), which is in charge of 
selection of the candidates.

Also, the financial expenses of the DCA repre-
sentative at the Ministry of Interior of the Rus-
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sian Federation during the period of his activity 
were fully covered.

Part of the business trips of the DCA's officers 
to international events was financed due to the 
funds allocated as per this Agreement.

In order to improve the level and quality of 
activities, the mental and social state of employ-
ees, within the framework of this Agreement, 
material incentives were also provided to the 
personnel of the Agency. 

As a result, the implementation of this Agree-
ment contributed to suppression and reduction of 
drug smuggling into Tajikistan and their further 
delivery to other countries of the Northern Route, 
as well as to reduction in the rate of drug addiction.

Taking into account these achievements and 
with a view to continue mutually beneficial co-
operation, bilateral meetings and exchange of 
information were held between the management 
and representatives of the Agency and the Minis-
try of Interior of the Russian Federation to devel-
op and sign a new interdepartmental Agreement 
on assistance to the Agency. The Agreement was 
drafted for 2022-2024 and is currently under 
consideration of the parties.

COOPERATION WITH THE US EMBASSY IN 
TAJIKISTAN

The authorized bodies of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan have established interaction with the 
relevant U.S.bodies, in particular with the Bu-
reau for International Narcotics and Law En-
forcement Affairs of the US Department of State 
and with the Drug Enforcement Administration 
of the U.S. Department of Justice.

The US Embassy, continuing to support the 
efforts of local community organizations in drug 
demand reduction, allocated three small grants to 
provide youth in Khatlon, Sughd and GBAO with 
information about the threats of drug use. The 
grant funds are intended for educational activities 
aimed at prevention of drug addiction in children 
and adolescents and elimination of risks associat-
ed with drug use. The main goal is to reach 2,500 
young people aged 14 to 25 with drug prevention 

interventions in each project region.
It should be also noted that since 2012, the 

US Embassy in Tajikistan has been assisting the 
DCA by supplementing part of its staff salaries, 
as provided by the Government of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan. For the period of January- No-
vember 2021, the financial support amounted to 
more than 230,000 US dollars.

COOPERATION WITH CARICC
The Cooperation of the Drug Control Agen-

cy under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan with the Central Asian Regional Infor-
mation and Coordination Center for Combating 
Illicit Trafficking in Narcotic Drugs, Psychotro-
pic Substances and Their Precursors (CARICC / 
Center) in 2021 began in January with a meeting 
in Dushanbe of DCA Director, Major General of 
Justice, - Mr.Khabibullo Vohidzoda with CARICC 
Director, Major General of Militia, Mr.Rustam 
Miralizoda.

At the meeting, the parties considered issues 
of developing cooperation between the nation-
al coordinating body and the Center, as well as 
ways of addressing the existing problems for the 
full functioning of CARICC.

In 2021, authorized representatives of DCA 
and the Ministry of Interior of the Republic of 
Tajikistan in CARICC, the DCA’s officers working 
at the Center, as well as representatives of other 
authorized bodies of Tajikistan participated in 
the activities of the Center in an online, face-to-
face and hybrid format.

In particular, the DCA’s management and 
representatives took an active part in the meet-
ings of the expert working group and the Coun-
cil of National Coordinators of the CARICC 
Member States, which were held on November 
19-20 and 23, 2021, respectively. The Council 
meeting ended up in making appropriate deci-
sions on the issues discussed.

In addition, during the year, information was 
regularly exchanged on the drug situation in the 
country and the region, as well as other data on 
drug control matters.

DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF 
COOPERATION IN THE FIELD OF DRUG CONTROL
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VISIT OF CARICC DIRECTOR
On January 14, 2021, Director of the Central 

Asian Regional Information and Coordination 
Center for Combating Illicit Trafficking in Drugs, 
Psychotropic Substances and Their Precursors 

MEETINGS 

tice in Central Asia – Mr. Derek Odney, was held via 
videoconference.

First, DCA Director expressed his appreciation 
to Mr. Derek Odny for the bilateral meeting and for 
mutually beneficial cooperation with the DEA in 
the field of drug control and recalled the well-es-
tablished work in a number of areas.

The meeting also discussed the ways of further 
strengthening and expanding cooperation  of the 
Drug Enforcement Administration under the U.S. 
Department of Justice and DCA, the re-establish-
ment of the DEA office in Tajikistan and other im-
portant issues.

At the end of the meeting, the parties spoke 
about the need to further deep bilateral coopera-
tion in the field of drug control.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH HEAD OF THE 
UNODC REGIONAL OFFICE IN CENTRAL ASIA

On March 4, 2021, a meeting was held via vid-
eoconference between the DCA Director – Mr. 
Khabibullo Vohidzoda and the Head of the Region-
al Office of the United Nations Office on Drugs and 
Crime in Central Asia - Ms. Ashita Mittal.

At the beginning of the meeting, Ms. Ashita 
Mittal briefed the  DCA Director on the UNODC 
activities in Central Asia, including the implemen-
tation of cooperation programs and Tajikistan in-
volvement in this process.

In this regard, Mrs. Ashita Mittal gave a positive 
rating to the efforts of the Government of the Re-
public of Tajikistan to prevent drug smuggling, and 
commended the  DCA important role in this area.

The parties expressed satisfaction with the cur-
rent status of cooperation and found it mutually 
beneficial, in particular, in the field of drug control 
and drug addiction prevention, and also perused a 
new draft of the UNODC Regional Program in Cen-
tral Asia for 2021-2025.

In the course of the discussion of the new Pro-
gram draft, Ms. Ashita Mittal expressed her read-
iness to consider the proposal of DCA Director to 
re-examine and present the list of DCA activities 
and needs, aimed at strengthening the fight against 

(CARICC) - Mr. Rustam Miralizoda visited the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan.

DCA Director – Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda met 
with Rustam Miralizoda and, first, spoke about the 
drug situation in Tajikistan.

In the course of the meeting, the parties dis-
cussed the internal issues of the Center, including 
signing of the Agreement on exchange and pro-
tection of confidential information, filling the po-
sitions of deputy directors of the Center, funding 
the Center’s future activities by member states and 
other important issues.

Also, on June 7, 2021, with a view to tracking and 
implementing the previously discussed issues, DCA 
Director – Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda and CARICC 
Director – Mr. Rustam Miralizoda had a  meeting in 
the DCA central office.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH 
REPRESENTATIVES OF DRUG ENFORCEMENT 
ADMINISTRATION (DEA) UNDER THE U.S 
DEPARTMENT  OF JUSTICE IN CENTRAL ASIA 

On January 15, 2021, a meeting of  DCA Direc-
tor - Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda and Attache of the 
Representative Office of Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration (DEA) under the U.S. Dpartment  of Jus-
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drug smuggling and the spread of new synthetic 
substances using modern ICT.

PARTICIPATION IN REGULAR SESSION 64 
OF THE UNITED NATIONS  COMMISSION ON 
DRUGS AND CRIME 

On April 12-16, 2021, regular Session 64 of the 
UN Commission on Drugs and Crime were held via 
videoconference.  The delegation of the Republic of 
Tajikistan at this event was represented by Director 
of the Drug Control Agency under the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan- Mr. Khabibullo Vohid-
zoda.

The session was attended and delivered by the 
heads of the authorized bodies of the UN member 
states and representatives of other organizations.

DCA Director, on behalf of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan, made a report on the drug situation in Ta-
jikistan in 2020; the progress made and challenges 
faced in countering drug trafficking and in drug ad-
diction prevention.

During the meeting, Khabibullo Vohidzoda 
spoke about the ongoing support provided by the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime, donor countries 
to Tajikistan law enforcement authorities in their 
combat against drug trafficking and in drug addic-
tion prevention, and had highest regard for cooper-
ation of the parties.

At the end of his speech, DCA Director said that 
by strengthening cooperation in the fight against 
drug smuggling, the parties concerned will simul-
taneously make a worthy contribution to protect-
ing the health, safety and stability of communities 
in the world.

MEETINGS

Along with this, he spoke about the spread of 
synthetic drugs and psychotropic substances in the 
population, especially young people, as a growing 
global concern, and exchanged views on new ways 
of marketing these substances through social net-
works, which complicates the work of law enforce-
ment agencies.  Also, DCA Director called on the 
international community, with the mediation of the 
UN Office on Drugs and Crime, to cooperate thereto. 

In parallel, Tajikistan delegation took part in a 
side event of the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza-
tion (SCO) and the UN Office on Drugs and Crime//
CND High-Level Side Event "International Frame-
works and Regional Responses. 60th Anniversary 
of 1961 Convention and 10th Anniversary of MoU 
between SCO and UNODC", and in CND High-Level 
Side Event "International Frameworks and Region-
al Responses. 60th Anniversary of 1961 Convention 
and 10th Anniversary of MoU between SCO and 
UNODC". Both of the events were held via video-
conference.

PRESENTATION OF DCA ANNUAL “REVIEW OF 
THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE 
REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2020”

On April 13, 2021, as part of Session 64 of the 
UN Commission on Drugs and Crime, at the initia-
tive of the Republic of Tajikistan, a side event  was 
held via videoconference to present the DCA an-
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nual product - "Review of the situation on narcotic 
drugs in the Republic of Tajikistan in 2020" made 
by  DCA Director – Mr. Khabibullo Vokhidzoda. 

drug control and its future expansion.
The parties also perused a list of the DCA's pro-

posals, sent to the U.S. Embassy earlier, on provid-
ing technical assistance to DCA. 

In the conclusion, Ms. Sitta Farrell confirmed her 
readiness to sign an agreement on delivery of train-
ing courses and purchase of special equipment.

DCA DIRECTOR MEETING WITH THE PROGRAM 
OFFICE OF THE ORGANIZATION FOR SECURITY 
AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE IN DUSHANBE

On April 20, 2021, Mr. Tea Jaliashvili, Deputy 
Head of the Program Office of the Organization for 
Security and Cooperation in Europe (OSCE) in Du-
shanbe, visited the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan.This event was attended online by heads and 

delegations of the relevant bodies of the UN Mem-
ber States, international organizations, non-gov-
ernmental organizations and civil society.

Head of the UNODC Regional Office in Central 
Asia- Ms.Ashita Mittal, who took part in the event 
as a moderator, positively valued the implemen-
tation of the UNODC counter-narcotics programs 
and projects in Tajikistan. 

Attention of the delegates was drawn to the 
main trends of the drug situation in the country 
and the region, to the measures taken by Tajiki-
stan Government, ministries and agencies, as well 
as by international and civil society organizations 
in the field of combating drug trafficking in Tajik-
istan, to the prevention of drug addiction, to the 
fight against drug smuggling and  organized crimi-
nal groups, to drug control, strengthening the State 
Border control, conducting joint anti-drug opera-
tions with law enforcement agencies, and interna-
tional cooperation.

On the sidelines of the session, Tajikistan del-
egation also took part and spoke at parallel events 
held by Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan, 
as well as by the Central Asian Regional Informa-
tion and Coordination Center.

MEETING WITH THE U.S. EMBASSY 
On March 15, 2021, DCA Director met, via vid-

eoconference, with Director of the U.S. Embassy’s 
International Narcotics and Law Enforcement Sec-
tion in Tajikistan – Ms. Sitta Farrell.

At the meeting, the parties exchanged their 
views on perspectives of  cooperation in the field of 

DCA Director - Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda and 
Mr. Tea Jaliashvili expressed satisfaction with the 
status of bilateral cooperation and highly appreci-
ated the joint activities of DCA and the OSCE Pro-
gram Office in Dushanbe.

The parties also signed the "Joint Action Plan 
of the Drug Control Agency under the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan and the OSCE Program 
Office in Dushanbe for 2021".

This plan includes retraining of personnel in 
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the field of combating drug smuggling, produc-
tion of video//video clip promoting a healthy life-
style, translation and publication of the National 
Drug Control Strategy of the Republic of Tajikistan 
- 2021-2030, and financial support to  address a 
number of urgent issues.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH THE UNODC 
REPRESENTATIVE 

On May 21, 2021, DCA Director – Mr. Khabibullo 
Vohidzoda, received the Regional Representative 
of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) in Central Asia - Ms. Ashita Mittal, who 
arrived in Tajikistan on a working visit.

During the meeting, the parties discussed the 
matters of mutual cooperation of the Drug Con-
trol Agency under the President of the Republic 
of Tajikistan and the United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime.

The meeting also touched upon Tajikistan's 
proposals regarding the new UNODC  Program for 
2021-2025.  It should be noted that the new UNO-
DC Program for Central Asia provides participating 
states with assistance in the field of cooperation 
with relevant authorized bodies.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH MINISTER OF 
INTERIOR OF THE REPUBLIC OF UZBEKISTAN

On June 10, 2021, the Minister of Interior of the 
Republic of Uzbekistan, Lieutenant General –Mr.  
Bobozhonov Pulat Razzakovich, who is a member 
of the working group as part of the official visit 
of the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan to 
Tajikistan, visited the Drug Control Agency under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, and met 
with DCA Director, Major General of Justice – Mr. 
Khabibullo Vohidzoda.

First, Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda briefed Mr. 
Pulat Bobozhonov about the anti-drug policies of 
Tajikistan and the country's achievements in the 
field of drug control, about the DCA’s mandate 
and its organization structure, as well as about the 
drug situation and disclosure and suppression of 
drug-related crimes.

During the meeting, the parties discussed the 
issues of cooperation in combating drug traf-
ficking, exchanging operational information and 
deepening  cooperation of the Drug Control Agen-
cy under the President of the Republic of Tajiki-
stan and the Ministry of Interior of the Republic 
of Uzbekistan.

At the end of the meeting, the parties signed the 
Agreement on Bilateral Cooperation and expressed 
readiness for its further expansion.

VISIT OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE GERMAN 
FEDERAL CRIMINAL POLICE DEPARTMENT IN 
CENTRAL ASIA 

On June 18, 2021, representatives of the Federal 
Criminal Police Department of Germany in Central 
Asia – Mr. Dietmar Erfurt and Mr. Berbel Engerer 
visited the Drug Control Agency under the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Tajikistan and met with 
DCA  Director – Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda.

MEETINGS
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During the meeting, DCA Director informed 
those present about the drug situation in Tajiki-
stan and the measures taken by the Government 
of the Republic of Tajikistan to intensify the fight 
against drugs and control over their trade, to pre-
vent drug addiction, and also acquainted them 
with the DCA’s activities and attainments.

At the meeting, there  was a constructive di-
alogue about the ways of further strengthening 
and scaling up cooperation of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan and the German Federal Criminal Police 
Department of Germany in Central Asia.

VISIT OF THE U.A.E DELEGATION 
On July 12, 2021, a group of representatives 

of the Hedayah Global Center for Excellence in 
Countering Violent Extremism,  the United Arab 
Emirates, visited the Drug Control Agency under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH NEW HEAD 
OF THE UNODC PROGRAM OFFICE IN THE 
REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN

On August 10, 2021, Director of the Drug Con-
trol Agency under the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan – Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda met with 
new Head of the Program Office of the UN Office on 
Drugs and Crime in the Republic of Tajikistan  - Mr. 
Mustafa Unal Erten.

In the course of the meeting, the parties, having 
rated high bilateral cooperation in the field of fi-

DCA Director –Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda, hav-
ing received the delegation, briefly informed it 
about Tajikistan policies in the field of drug con-
trol and the DCA’s activities. The head of the group 
- Dr. Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi, speaking on behalf of 
the Hedayah Center and the delegation, highly 
appreciated the DCA’s input in implementation of 
the counter-narcotic agenda.

During the meeting, the parties made con-
structive proposals on multi-faceted counterac-
tion to drug trafficking and on bilateral coopera-
tion perspectives.

nancial and material-and-technical support to the 
Agency, proposed to consider it when developing 
projects and programs for Tajikistan.

Also, the parties expressed  satisfaction with the 
current status of cooperation in the field of drug 
control and regarded it as mutually beneficial, and 
discussed the implementation of the Joint Cooper-
ation Plan between DCA  and the UNODC Program 
Office in the Republic of Tajikistan focusing on 
professional development of the DCA's personnel.

VISIT OF UN DEPUTY SECRETARY  
GENERAL TO DCA

On November 27, 2021, UN Under-Secre-
tary-General, Executive Director of the UN Office 
on Drugs and Crime – H.E. Gada Fathi Vali, paid a 
visit to the Drug Control Agency under the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Tajikistan and met with DCA 
Director, Major General of Justice –Mr. Khabibullo 
Vohidzoda.

At the meeting, the UNODC important role in 
the field of suppression and counteraction to drug 
trafficking, financial and logistical support to the 
Agency and other authorized bodies of Tajikistan 
was valued highly and appreciation was expressed 
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to H.E. Gada Fathi Vali.
Along with this, during the meeting, DCA Di-

rector informed Mrs. Fathi Wali about anti-drug 
policies of the Republic of Tajikistan and their pri-
ority areas, the achievements of the country and 
its law enforcement agencies. It was emphasized 
that cooperation of the country with internation-
al organizations is being progressively enhanced 
on the direct initiative of the Founder of Peace 
and National Unity - the Leader of the Nation, the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, H.E. Emo-
mali Rahmon.

The parties discussed the drug situation in Af-
ghanistan and the region, the implementation of 
the UNODC Program for Central Asia for 2022-2025 
and, in this regard, the Concept of  setting up  DCA 
new offices//departments in the border areas of 
Khatlon province.

At the end of the meeting, the high level guest 
got acquainted with the work of the DCA's service 
dogs, watched demonstration military-tactical ex-
ercises of the DCA's Separate Operational Purpose 
Division and was part of drug incineration.

MEETINGS

The Deputy Secretary-General of the United Na-
tions, Executive Director of the UN Office on Drugs 
and Crime – H.E.Fatha Wali, following the meeting, 
expressed her impressions and wishes in the DCA's 
honorary book.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR WITH HEAD OF 
THE MIA REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE OF THE 
RUSSIAN FEDERATION IN THE REPUBLIC OF 
TAJIKISTAN

On December 6, 2021, the Director of the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Repub-
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lic of Tajikistan – Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda had a 
meeting with Head of the Representative Office of 
the Ministry of Interior of the Russian Federation 
in the Republic of Tajikistan – Mr. Alexei Sergeev-
ich Egorov.

stan and on the state border, given the scope of cul-
tivation and production of drugs in this country, as 
well as drug smuggling across Tajikistan state bor-
der, considered it appropriate and useful to initiate 
new DCA inter-district offices in the border regions 
of Khatlon province.

In continuation of the meeting, DCA Director 
expressed his gratitude and satisfaction with the 
current status of bilateral cooperation in the field 
of drug control, especially in financing advanced 
training of the DCA's staff.

At the end of the meeting, Ms. Bridget Walker, 
got acquainted with the work of the Agency's ser-
vice dogs and watched military tactical exercises, 
and also took part in incineration of drugs.

A WORKING VISIT OF DCA DIRECTOR TO MOSCOW
On December 15, 2021, the delegation of Tajik-

istan, headed by the Director of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan, Major General of Justice – Mr.Khabibullo 
Vohidzoda, visited Moscow city of the Russian Fed-
eration and took part in the Paris Pact Policy Con-
sultative Group Meeting, which was initiated by the 
United Nations Office  on Drugs and Crime.

At the beginning, DCA Director thanked for 
the initiative to hold a bilateral meeting and dis-
cuss the matters relating to cooperation of  the 
two countries, especially in drug control.

In turn, Head of the Representative Office of the 
Ministry of Interior of the Russian Federation in 
the Republic of Tajikistan – Mr. Egorov A.S.  intro-
duced to DCA Director his deputy – Mr. Gir Andrey 
Von-Menovich.

At the same time, the parties discussed the is-
sue of holding a bilateral meeting of the DCA’s 
leadership with the leadership of the Ministry 
of Interior of the Russian Federation as part of 
a working visit of the delegation of the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Tajikistan to participate 
in the UNODC events on December 14-17, 2021 
in Moscow.

MEETING OF DCA DIRECTOR AND DEPUTY 
CHIEF OF MISSION – U.S. EMBASSY IN 
TAJIKISTAN

On December 9, 2021, Director of the Drug 
Control Agency under the President of the Re-
public of Tajikistan, Major General of Justice – 
Mr. Khabibullo Vohidzoda met with Deputy Chief 
of Mission – U.S. Embassy in Tajikistan - Ms. 
Bridget Walker.

During the meeting, DCA Director introduced 
Ms. Bridget Walker to the drug situation in the Ta-
jikistan, the achievements of the country and its 
law enforcement agencies in this area.

The parties assessing the situation in Afghani-
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This event convened in a hybrid format, was at-
tended by 150 representatives of 31 countries and 
14 regional and international organizations.

The meeting discussed the drug situation in 
the region, the illicit trafficking of Afghan opiates 
and measures to strengthen regional cooperation 
related to the prevention of their smuggling from 
Afghanistan.

Also, on December 15, 2021, DCA Director met 
with Senior Coordinator of the UNODC Regional 
Program for Afghanistan and Neighboring Coun-
tries – Mr. Jeremy Milsom. The meeting touched 
upon the multifaceted and mutually beneficial co-
operation, including assistance to DCA as part of the 
above program to intensify the combat against drug 
trafficking.

public of Kazakhstan, the Republic of Kyrgyzstan, 
Turkmenistan, the Republic of Uzbekistan, the 
Islamic Republic of Iran, the Islamic Republic of 
Pakistan and other countries, as well as the UN 
Office on Drugs and Crime, and international or-
ganizations.

The meeting reviewed and discussed the 
achievements of phase II of the UNODC Regional 
Program for Afghanistan and neighboring coun-
tries, an overview of the key strategic priorities 
of Phase III of the Program - 2022, the efforts to 
build up regional capacity to combat drugs, and 
cooperation with the UNODC Regional Program 
for Afghanistan and neighboring countries, state-
ments of the Regional Program’s donor countries 
and partners, and official launch of Phase 3 of the 
UNODC Regional Program for 2022-2025.

Also, on December 16, 2021, a  working meeting 
was held between the Director of the Drug Control 
Agency under the President of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan, Major General of Justice – Mr. Khabibullo 
Vohidzoda and the Deputy Minister of Interior of 
the Russian Federation, Lieutenant General of Po-
lice - Mr. Andrey Khrapov.

At the meeting, the parties discussed vital is-
sues of bilateral and multilateral cooperation in 
the field of the fight against drug trafficking.  The 
meeting also addressed the matters of regional se-
curity.

MEETINGS

On December 16, 2021, the 10th Steering Com-
mittee Meeting of the UNODC Regional Program 
for Afghanistan and Neighboring Countries took 
place and was delivered by DCA Director –Mr. 
Khabibullo Vohidzoda.

This meeting was attended by heads and rep-
resentatives of the authorized bodies of the Re-

Along with this, in the course of the meeting, 
the parties discussed a draft Agreement between 
the Drug Control Agency under the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan and the Ministry of Inte-
rior of the Russian Federation on cooperation and 
assistance to DCA in the fight against illicit traf-
ficking in narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances 
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and their precursors for 2022-2024, which is under 
perusal of the parties.  In this regard, Khrapov A.I.  
confirmed  readiness of the Ministry of Interior of 
the Russian Federation to sign the  agreement.

VISIT OF AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY 
AND PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE RUSSIAN 
FEDERATION 

On December 28, 2021, Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the Russian Feder-
ation to Tajikistan – H.E. Lyakin-Frolov Igor Se-
menovich visited the Drug Control Agency under 
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan.

DCA Director, Major General of Justice – Mr.  
Khabibullo Vohidzoda met with H.E. Ambassador 
to look at important issues of bilateral coopera-
tion in the fight against drug trafficking, as well 

as at regional security issues in this context.
The parties, expressing their readiness to 

further strengthen cooperation, discussed the 
Agreement Draft between the Drug Control 
Agency and the Ministry of Interior of the Rus-
sian Federation on cooperation and assistance to 

DCA in the field of combating illicit trafficking 
in drugs, psychotropic substances and their pre-
cursors for 2022-2024, which is currently under 
review of the two parties.

At the end of the meeting, H.E. Ambassador 
got acquainted with the work of the Agency's 
service dogs and watched demonstration mili-
tary-tactical exercises of the DCA's Separate Op-
erational Purpose Division, and also took part in 
incineration of drugs.
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create  enabling working environment.
At present, a broad legal framework has been 

created for training of highly qualified personnel 
for the Agency in the field of drug control.

The staff of the Drug Control Agency under the 
President of the Republic of Tajikistan, along with 
performance of their immediate duties, actively 
participates, within their powers, in all nationwide, 
interdepartmental political events and in inter-
national affairs. During 2021, the DCA’s staff also 
took part in 6 military parades celebrating public 
holidays.

The empowerment of women in today’s state 
policies is also under the special attention of Tajik-
istan Government. Following this, women officers 
serve in the Agency and through their involvement 
in active work make a worthy contribution to mple-
mentation of the country's counter-narcotics poli-
cies and fulfillment of the DCA’s tasks.

REFRESHER COURSE AND ADVANCED  
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

Strengthening human resources plays an im-
portant role in development of the state and state-
hood, the protection of human and civil rights and 
freedoms, safeguard of national and state interests, 
ensuring the efficient operation of state organs and 
creating favorable working conditions.

Thus, the Leader of the Nation, the President 
of the Republic of Tajikistan, His Excellency Emo-
mali Rahmon, in his address to the Majlisi Oli of 
the Republic of Tajikistan, paid serious attention 
to the issues of strengthening the national hu-
man resources potential and HR policies, including 
correct selection and placement of personnel and 
improving their qualifications, training talented, 
qualified, knowledgeable and educated  staff mem-
bers, creating conditions for their career growth, 
educating them in the spirit of a conscientious and 
respectful attitude towards citizens, adapting the 
country's HR potential to the requirements of the 
international labor market and stimulating it.  In 
this regard, the heads of ministries, departments 
and other state institutions were given relevant in-
structions and assignments.

Therefore, the DCA's management pays special 
attention to the issues of improving personnel pol-
icies and, in this regard, constantly takes measures 
to select, train, recruit and properly place person-
nel, control discipline, observe social justice, train 
personnel, retrain and improve skills, as well as 
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The DCA in its organization structure has a 
Training Center, which is dealing with education 
and upbringing, retraining, advanced training, mil-
itary training, improving the culture and education 
of those employed by the Agency, as well as their 
health  improvement and hardening.

It should be noted that creation of the Training 
Center of the Drug Control Agency under the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Tajikistan was supported by 
the BOMCA program of the European Union and the 
United Nations Development Program in the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan, and in June 2012 it was put into op-
eration. Since 2012, this Center continuously hosts 
varied training and advanced training events.

At present, the DCA’s Training Center has con-
ditions that meet the requirements of the time, 
instructors and highly qualified specialists from 
among the Agency's officers, who are consistent-
ly involved as instructors in domestic and foreign 
training events.

To this end,  in 2021, the DCA’s Training Center 
intensified its service activities in the central of-
fice and across regional departments in such areas 
as: training and education, retraining, advanced 
training, improving the level of education of staff 
members, military education and training, health 
and hardening. Special attention in this process is 
paid at upgrading at skills and professional devel-
opment of those who improve their knowledge on 
the basis of the DCA’s Training Center and other 
law enforcement agencies of the republic and for-
eign countries.

trainings, seminars, trainings and special training 
courses that enrolled 206 individuals, including 6 
officers invited from other Tajikistan law enforce-
ment agencies  and 17 women serving in the DCA.  
Of the above number of training events, 7 were or-
ganized and conducted via videoconference with 
involvement of domestic and foreign instructors.  
Also during this period, 18 members of the DCA’s 
Council of Veterans were involved in 5 training ac-
tivities.

In order to enrich the spiritual and moral at-
mosphere, improve the level of culture of the DCA 
staff, as well as to educate them in the spirit of love 
for the motherland and instill in them ethical stan-
dards, the DCA’s Training Center in 2021, in co-
operation with state theaters, organized and held 
9 cultural events in the form of performances and  
satirical scenes. Each of the events was attended by 
up to 100 DCA’s staff members.

DEVELOPMENT OF PROFESSIONAL SKILLS 

In 2021, the DCA’s Training Center delivered 29 
training courses of varied formats such as refresh-
er courses and extensions, career enhancement 

Improvement of health and well-being and 
hardening of the DCA’s personnel are one of the 
DCA’s priorities. During 2021, 264 DCA staff mem-
bers took part in 10 sports competitions, including 
mini-football, volleyball, sambo, national wres-
tling, chess and checkers, and were awarded cups 
and certificates of appreciation.  Along with this, 
according to a single schedule, the DCA’s officers 
twice a week go in for sports and hardening.

One of the activities of the DCA’s Training Cen-
ter is education, training and improvement of mili-
tary skills and abilities.  To this end, the DCA’s staff 
members are all the time involved in military and 
tactical trainings, improving their professional skills 
and capabilities.  Together with other military units 

DEVELOPMENT OF PROFESSIONAL SKILLS
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and subdivisions of law enforcement agencies of the 
country and foreign states, they also actively partic-
ipate in domestic and foreign military exercises.

far were back and empmloyed by DCA. For the time 
being, 25 students are studying at the Institute and 
twice a year undertake internship at the Agency.

It should be noted that training of the DCA’s 
officers and their advanced training in military 
tactics is carried out by a responsible officer - se-
nior instructor of the DCA’s Training Center, who 
always conducts military and tactical training 
events.  Every year, the DCA’s staff members are 
sent to marching and rifle drill and fire training 
classes.  The DCA's special operations  detachment 
is trained and participate in military training ac-
tivities.

Also, on September 24-29, 2021, with a view to 
implementation of the “Plan for joint training of 
command and control bodies and the formation of 
military forces and means of collective security of 
the Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO) 
- 2021”, special tactical exercises of special forces 
units of the Collective Rapid Reaction Forces were 
held in the Republic of Armenia “Thunder-2021”. 
As part of the event, authorized representatives 
of law enforcement agencies of the CSTO member 
states participated in the counter-narcotics opera-
tion, which took place in challenging mountainous 
conditions.  For active involvement, the responsi-
ble persons of this event awarded the DCA’s officers 
with 5 medals, 1 badge and 4 appreciations.

The Siberian Law Institute of the Ministry of 
Interior of the Russian Federation, Krasnoyarsk 
city, since 2012 to the present, has been enrolling 
citizens of the Republic of Tajikistan as per the al-
located quotas. After graduating from this Insti-
tute, young proffesionals are referred back to the 
Agency in the prescribed manner and serve there. 
In the period of 2012-2021, the Ministry of Inte-
rior of the Russian Federation allocated 68 quotas 
to the Agency, and 33 graduates of this Institute so 

With a view to improving skills and retrain staff 
members of the Drug Control Agency and other law 
enforcement authorities, the DCA’s Training Cen-
ter, with the financial support of development part-
ners, organizes and conducts trainings attracting 
domestic and foreign specialists, Including:

- April 26-May 12, 2021 and December 6-21, 
2021, 2 cycles of special military service training 
courses were delivered to 42 DCA’s young profes-
sionals;

- June 7-12 and 14-18, 2021 - 2 cycles of ad-
vanced training courses for 30 DCA’s operational 
and investigative officers;

- October 18-22 and November 15-19, 2021 - 2 
cycles of advanced training courses;

- On November 8-12 and December 23-25, 2021, 
17 DCA’s experienced professionals and members 
of the DCA's Council of Veterans were trained as the 
Agency's instructors (ToT).
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chotropic Substances and Precursors” was supple-
mented with the concept of “analogue of a drug”, 
and a rule prohibiting the circulation of such a drug 
was also provided.

4. Law of the Republic of Tajikistan "On making 
additions to the Code of Administrative Offenses of 
the Republic of Tajikistan".

As per the additions made by this Law to the 
Code of Administrative Offenses of the Republic 
of Tajikistan, in the future, citizens involved in the 
trafficking of drug analogues will be held adminis-
tratively liable if the amount of the drug analogue 
seized does not constitute a crime.

5. Law of the Republic of Tajikistan "On Amend-
ments to the Procedural Code of Administrative 
Offenses of the Republic of Tajikistan".

The enacted change expands the powers of the 
Agency's structural divisions when hearing cases of 
administrative offenses.  On the Law’s basis, heads 
of the DCA’s city, district and inter-district offic-
es received authority to handle cases of adminis-
trative offenses under Articles 127 and 128 of the 
Code of Administrative Offenses of the Republic of 
Tajikistan.

6. Decree of the Government of the Republic of 
Tajikistan “On amendments and additions to the 
Decree of the Government of the Republic of Tajik-
istan dated February 27, 2020, No. 121” dated No-
vember 27, 2021.

With making changes and additions to the Na-
tional List of Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Sub-
stances and Their Precursors, it was incorporated 
with the names of plant-based narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances.

The changes and additions were made taking 
into account the recommendations of the Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board  in connection with 
the introduction of new types of narcotic drugs, 
psychotropic substances and their precursors into 
the relevant lists of the Single United Nations (UN) 
Convention on Narcotic Drugs (1961), the UN Con-
vention on Psychotropic Substances  (1971) and the 
UN Convention for the Suppression of Illicit Traf-
fic in Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances 
(1988).

REFERENCE MATERIALS

UPDATE OF THE REGULATORY LEGAL 
FRAMEWORK IN THE FIELD OF DRUG 
CONTROL. LIST OF RECENTLY ADOPTED ACTS 
AND REGULATIONS AND THEIR CORE

During 2021, with a view to strengthening the 
regulatory legal framework in the field of drug con-
trol and drug addiction prevention, at the initiative 
of the Agency, a number of regulatory legal acts 
were prepared and approved in the Republic of Ta-
jikistan:

1. National Drug Control Strategy of the Repub-
lic of Tajikistan for 2021-2030 and the Action Plan 
for its implementation for 2021-2025.

This Strategy and the Plan for its implementa-
tion were approved by Decree of the President of 
the Republic of Tajikistan dated March 20, 2021, 
No. 145. The purpose of the acts was to strength-
en and continue collective activities, coordinate 
the interventions of relevant bodies and civil so-
ciety, develop and strengthen international coop-
eration, establish a robust barrier  on the way of 
smuggling and importation of drugs, strengthen-
ing the fight against illicit drug trafficking, control 
over their legal trade, prevention of drug addic-
tion, treatment and rehabilitation of drug addicts 
and, in general, ensuring safety of the state, soci-
ety and health of the population of the Republic of 
Tajikistan from new challenges and threats asso-
ciated with drugs.

2. Law of the Republic of Tajikistan "On amend-
ments to the Criminal Code of the Republic of Ta-
jikistan" dated April 20, 2021, No. 1776.

In accordance with the additions made to the 
Criminal Code by this Law, in the future, those 
involved in the circulation, handling, possession, 
inducement to use, organization or keeping of a 
den for consumption and in smuggling of drug an-
alogues will be held criminally liable.

3. Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On Amend-
ments to the Law of the Republic of Tajikistan “On 
Narcotic Drugs, Psychotropic Substances and Pre-
cursors” dated April 20, 2021, No. 1778.

With the adoption of this Law, the Law of the 
Republic of Tajikistan “On Narcotic Drugs, Psy-

REFERENCE MATERIALS



86

REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2021

TABLE OF CONTENTS

INTRODUCTION
Habibulo Vohidzoda – Director of the Drug Control Agency under  
the President of the Republic of Tajikistan, Major General of Justice .........................  5

ADDRESSES
Shermuhammad Shohiyon – Chairman of the  
Supreme Court of the Republic of Tajikistan .......................................................................  8
Yusuf Rahmon – Prosecutor General of the  
Republic of Tajikistan, Colonel General of Justice ..............................................................  10
Rakhimzoda Ramazon – Minister of Interior of the  
Republic of Tajikistan, Colonel-General of Militia ..............................................................  12
Saimumin Yatimov –Chairman of the State Committee for  
National Security of the Republic of Tajikistan, Colonel General .................................  14
Abdullozoda Jamoliddin – Minister of Health and  
Social Protection of the Population of the Republic of Tajikistan ...............................  16
Sultonzoda Sulaimon – Director of the Agency for  
State Financial Control and Combatting Corruption of the  
Republic of Tajikistan, Lieutenant General of Justice .......................................................  18
Karimzoda Khurshed – Head of the Customs Administration  
under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan, Lieutenant General. ...............  20
Ghada Waly – Under-Secretary-General, the Executive  
Director of the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime. .....................................  22

CHAPTER I: ACHIEVEMENTS OF TAJIKISTAN DURING  
THE THIRTY – YEAR PERIOD OF INDEPENDENCE ................................................................ 23

Development of the Republic of Tajikistan  
in the period of independence .............................................................................................. 24
The role of the President of the Republic of Tajikistan  
in making-up of Tajikistan anti-drug policies .................................................................. 27

CHAPTER II. ANALYSIS OF CRIMES ASSOCIATED WITH NARCOTIC  
DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES AND THEIR PRECURSORS,  
TRENDS AND PROJECTIONS .................................................................................................. 30

Drug-related crimes and administrative offenses .......................................................... 31
Seizures of narcotic drugs, psychotropic substances  
and precursors in the Republic of Tajikistan .................................................................... 36



87

REVIEW OF THE SITUATION ON NARCOTIC DRUGS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN IN 2021

Drug situation forecast ............................................................................................................ 40
Countering drug smuggling and measures taken to  
strengthen national border control ..................................................................................... 40
Combat against organized criminal drug groups ........................................................... 42

The drug situation in Afghanistan in the context of political changes .................. 44

CHAPTER III: FORENSIC STUDY OF THE SEIZED NARCOTIC  
DRUGS AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES ............................................................................ 47

Forensic study of illicitly manufactured  
narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances .................................................................... 48
Forensic research of narcotic drugs and 
psychotropic substances used medicinal purposes ....................................................... 53

CHAPTER IV: THE CONTROL OVER LEGAL TRADE OF  
NARCOTIC DRUGS, PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES AND  
THEIR PRECURSORS IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN ..................................................... 55

The control over legal trade of narcotic drugs,  
psychotropic substances and their precursors ................................................................. 56
Law update in the field of legal trade of narcotic  
drugs, psychotropic, potent and poisonous substances ................................................ 57

CHAPTER V: ANALYSIS OF THE DRUG ABUSE SITUATION  
AND PREVENTION OF DRUG ADDICTION IN THE REPUBLIC OF TAJIKISTAN................. 58

Role of ministries, agencies and civil society organizations in  
drug abuse prevention and promotion of a healthy lifestyle ..................................... 59
Drug abuse and drug addiction treatment........................................................................ 63

CHAPTER VI: INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION ................................................................. 65
Development and expansion of cooperation in the field of drug control ............. 66
Meetings ........................................................................................................................................ 72

CHAPTER VII: HUMAN RESOURCES CAPACITY BUILDING............................................. 81
Refresher course and advanced professional training .................................................. 82
Development of professional skills ..................................................................................... 83

REFERENCE MATERIALS
Update of the regulatory legal framework in the field of drug  
control. List of recently adopted acts and regulations and their core ................ 85



EDITORIAL BOARD 

Edited by Director of the Drug Control Agency under the President of the Republic of 
Tajikistan, Major General of Justice - Mr. Vohidzoda Habibullo

Working Group Leader:
Mr. Khushvakhtzoda Shamshod - Head of the DCA Personnel Department 

Working Group Deputy Leader:
Mr. Mukbilsho Muyassar - DCA Assistant Director

Secretary:
Mr. Khasanzoda Maksud - Deputy Head of the First Department of the DCA 
Operation and Investigation Directorate 

Working Group members:
Mr. Abdullozoda Faizullo - Head of the DCA Headquarters
Ms. Krivchikova Lidiya - Head of the DCA Forensic Study Department
Mr. Safaralizoda Bozorali - Head of the DCA Department of Drug Control and 
Drug Addiction Prevention 
Mr. Chikalov Yury- Head of the DCA Information and Analytical Department
Mr. Kamoliddinzoda Shavkat - Acting Head of the DCA Investigation Department 
Mr. Abdullozoda Khurshed - Head of the DCA Headquarters International 
Cooperation Department
Mr. Ismoiliyon Tojiddin - Head of the Training Center of the DCA Personnel 
Department 
Mr. Mahmadizoda Faizullo - Senior Special Duty Inspector of the DCA Headquarters 
Public Relations Department 
Mr. Shukhratzoda Shahboz - Оfficer of the Criminal Investigation Unit, the DCA 
Mobile Operation Department



Агентии назорати маводи нашъаовари назди Президенти Ҷумҳурии Тоҷикистон
Агентство по контролю за наркотиками при Президенте Республики Таджикистан

Facsimile - +992 37 2348129; +992 37 2339017.

For questions, comments and suggestions contact us:

52 Negmat Karaboev str., Dushanbe, Tajikistan (zip: 734018)

E-mail: dca@tojikiston.com

DCA website - http://www.akn.tj

DEAR  READERS!

All materials presented at this «Review of the situation on narcotic drugs in the Republic of  Tajikistan in 2021» are 

designed by editorial board of the Drug Control Agency under the President of  Tajikistan,  using data provided by DCA 

officers, including materials delivered by other national ministries and agencies, international counterparts and 

organizations, as well as diplomatic corps accredited in the Republic of Tajikistan. Leadership of the Drug Control 

Agency would like to express its gratitude to all readers for their comments and proposals related to articles of this 

Review.

At full or partial use of materials - reference to the magazine “Review of the situation 

on narcotic drugs in the Republic of  Tajikistan in 2021” is obligatory.

The Drug Control Agency 
under the President of the 
Republic of Tajikistan

United Nations
Development Programme


